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PREFACE 


This is the first serious ts tage of the life and work 
of José Cecilio del Valle. Other studies have been made, but 
owing to the legion of error and misinterpretation, 1 have used 
primary sources whenever it was possible. Still there are years 
of Valle's life that require more documentation before any def- 
inite conclusions can be formed. Manuscripts housed in the Ar- 
chive of the Indies in Seville would undoubtedly throw more light 
on the subject. Too, there must be scattered bits of information 
in the national archives of Honduras, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, and 
El Salvador. It is impossible to imagine what private collections 
might yield. I am certain that two or three months of investiga- 
tion in Mexico City would turn up new evidence. Thus my work is 
not yet the final word on Valle. 

With respect to mechanics, I have made the notes and the bib- 
liography conform to the sources that I was forced to use. By 
so doing, I have followed the precedent set by other students who 
have worked with the same or similar sources. The objective, of 
course, was to make each entry intelligible to the reader and, at 
the same time, to be accurate. 

The completion of this phase of my work is a happy experience 
and it is pleasant to recall the guidance, assistance, and inspira 


tion that made the end a reality. I extend my thanks to Doctors 
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Harold T. Parker and Richard L. Watson for their kind and helpful 


interest in my work. Dr. Robert S. Smith permitted me the advan- 
tage of his personal friendship with Valle's great-grandson. Ar- 
chivist J. Joaqufn Pardo not only made all manuscripts available 
to me, including those restricted, but also allowed me to work 
in the Archive after closing hours. Sefior Jorge del Valle Matheu, 
Valle's great-grandson and former Minister of Education, invited 
me into the privacy of his home to use papers and to visit the 
library of José del Valle. Sefior José Luis Reyes, Librarian of 
the Society of Geography and History, kindly and generously sought 
out and lent me several rare items. The authorities of the Na- 
tional Library extended me the unheard-of privilege of removing 
the file of El Amigo de la Patria from the Library so that I 
could get a photocopy of the paper. A Buenos Aires Convention 
fellowship enabled me to go to Guatemala, and the Duke University 
Library put funds at my disposal for microfilm. 

I owe my greatest debt of gratitude, however, to Professor 
John Tate Lanning, whose contagious enthusiasm for any scholarly 
pursuit is a constant imspiration. He suggested this study, pre- 
pared me for the type of research that was necessary, and gave me 
far more time and attention than any student has a right to ex- 
pect. 

Finally I wish to thank my understanding wife for her many 


sacrifices. 


4 
+" 
fi 


| futqfer bus factsl sieng “0% 'n adew ol ser bas 19w" 
| _sevhs oad eu Beddtaxeq déime .e dtedos ot winow yor ii 
| oth. .moebsera-seetg a effa¥ d¢iw atdebnsist Senceted’ 8 
«sg idaitavs esoeiteeunsm [fe shan yino sor obtsed clucaok | 
isow o¢ on Sewolls cele tid ,besofisest® sgons ye oust 
weateMm efile! ieh egret rohst ete anteofo esis te 
fedival ,moidsouhS ‘io tetafnxin Nemrot bre soshaety 
edt gisty of bose eteasq cay oF emcd ain 40 yYosv 

to aslisidfi ,asyon eft Seo sohe2 .sileV Leb 2208 | 
stance YLevotensy bos yfbmti «tote th bine Ydostsce® 10% 
-sil of¢ 20 eetdivedive ssT .ameti citer Leisvee om 
salvomst to egeifving jo-hisesnu esd sm behessxe 


I gadd of yrsidtd oft nott sitge? £5 85 oxic’ 2 


gordasynied aeilA eoiienS A .1S9qsq ent TO yYqosoTe 


> 


ysierevin sual end ins ,slameseud oF oy 03 ‘om Bete 18 


emiiioiols 40% fecoqelt yr vs ebas 


jtoesetoTd oF ,1svewor ,ofuscidayrs to ide jeotsets War” 

a" 
yiteforioe yas tot masiendsins exvoigesnos escnw Bh ut 
-eiq ,Yhuvea atic Sevesasiie oH .noise1fgent suatanon # 
SP | ai 


_T 


em eves buns ,Ytesasoen bew Jandy Noredet to eqys SAY 


oa. 
-x6 69 iduta e cei Jmebuse yee asdd aolsnesse bas om! 


ylism ten 101 sifw gulhtistershas yr aneis of detw r 


Chapter 


VIII 


CONTENTS 


PREFACE 
THE HISTORICAL SETTING . .... - 


THE VALLE FAMILY OF CHOLUTECA, 
HONDUBAS , 1731-1789 ‘4. Se. > -s e 


THE EDUCATION OF JOSE DEL VALLE . 


THE RISE OF YOUNG JOSE DEL VALLE, 
1803-1808 e e e e e Ey e e 2 e e 


FROM ROYAL ABSOLUTISM TO CON- 
STITUTIONAL MONARCHY, 
1808-1812 e OF;.6¢ =< e« « © © & & #8 


A LIBERAL AND A REACTIONARY, 
1814-1820 e e e e e e ce) o ° ° e 


VALLE, MAYOR AND EDITOR; 
GUATEMALA ON THE EVE OF 
EMBEPEWRENCE . . . wa «wes 


INDEPENDENCE, SEPTEMBER 15, 1821 . 


THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT AND 
THE ANNEXATION OF GUATEMALA TO 
MEXICO, SEPTEMBER, 1821- 
eamebet 1622 Ss ks a es 


JOSE DEL VALLE IN MEXICO, 1822- 
1823: DEPUTY TO THE CONSTITUENT 
CONGRESS AND SECRETARY OF 
FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC RELATIONS . 


JOSE DEL VALLE, MEMBER OF THE 
SUPREME EXECUTIVE POWER; 
1824-1825 e e e e e es e es e e e 


Page 


81 


=e 


119 
146 


167 


208 


241 


ww 


Ao eo ee 


cy 
Ss 


ew 
’ 

rT 

& J 


o) © 


ie ToT .e ee 
bstehu a 


_ 
ie 
‘ 
A 
~ 
= 
*, 
i= 
* 


os ye ee ee 


\ a ; ~#r wT 
aby h eer Bw US OF ee LATS 


e 
i 
xX 
* 
ee 
- 
pe 


. . . . . * e s 

a2 2 eh, Rae te 2 r 

yaw i Tee JAS oe , 
v Ww $ 

HL atOMm TA 

> 

. © . * © . . . « - 
ays fi FT Si set , A 
YP AROLTORSA: A GMA 

4 v- 

oe oe 


2 a ee ¥V 


4 CAPRA EN 


ry 

‘ere +4 
att 

ve he “ 

mt, 

+ tee 
ri ¥ 

! he Be St 5 Me 

arya 
Bret 


Chapter 
XII 


XIV 


Page 


AN UNSUCCESSFUL PRESIDENTIAL 
CANDIDATE AND A RELUCTANT 
DEPUTY TO THE FEDERAL CONGRESS, 


1825-1826 ee e e@ eo e eo e ° * @ ee. e@ 274 
CONCLUSIONS . « -~ - += © © © s © © 311 


BIBLI OGRAPHY 2 e > - e - es 2 e e e 3 22 


Le : ‘ 
( oy 
— Bigs % 53 
, 
y Tig %, 
wes, isd Wry f ys nm 


TAITMSCI GALS, JQUMBERIIUGRU 4A 
sine pen & GHA HTACICUAS 
REO) LARRY BMP Prose 
ey ite See oem ee BSER~eSSL 


. a. SCBEMRSBL \Ceaey TAD ae: 


SAt wr SHOW 
7 ae . ° » . . * . COWS Ae Le 


e o *. aa! oo * . * * % oa SSO y16ie 


ABBREVIATIONS 


Archivo de la Catedral de Guatemala. 


Archivo General del Gobierno, Guatemala. 


Archivo General de Relaciones Exteriores, 
Mexico. 


Biblioteca Nacional, Guatemala. 


Biblioteca Nacional, Honduras. 


evOLTAIVIHSCA 


sleneteut sb fetbetad si sh oviristé 
-alemetasD ,onteided feb Leteneo oviriotéA 


,seroliedxa eenclosleii ob LatenedD ovisioté 
.colzomM 


,elemeteu) ,fenotosii soetoifdse 


setwhooH ,lemotosh soestoiidtd 


Chapter I 
“WER HISTORICAL SETINO 


Hore arcs, 

‘ordered go-~ 
Pounded Cai two senturies Of tradition wih’ ‘+ oo 
all @ certain aLanity amd tratiquility. When, 


_* to Guatenata City end entered the University 
thes Guditindtlia, B6 Gomme Au contact with @ oirole of 
: } wtio thoughts their acsiety could be improved 

y eit the wen aei® a issting impression on the fertile mind 
@ Valie, After ‘he graduated from the Chivers) ty 
das a meaber of the intellectual circle. 


ee Wek 
Step by step 


tog geod ih colonial goverinient. By 1608, be had : the 


pil tion” or nis superiors iia ned Reid wany positions. 


Ne the French aray entered apate, ani Mapolecn gave 
erc " to his brother Joseph. “Patrictic Spaniards re- 

r sana and out ‘the Frenbn. ‘Literal span- 

cont “ eg ee iiverais 


portant bakiiaais in thé capital: 


a 


er or 


a Aa it 

a C=.) 8 

ea | Pitan 5 
ae oll bn od 


:RLIAV TAG OLTTOHO xeon 
TMWaVée VADIASMA-TARTYSRO 


Chapter I 
THE HISTORICAL SETTING 


José Cecilio del Valle (17767-1834) was born in Honduras. 
The society in which he moved until 1808 was a well ordered so- 
ciety, founded upon more than two centuries of tradition, and dis- 
tinguished by a certain dignity and tranquility. When, in 1790, 
- Valle moved to Guatemala City and entered the University of San 
Carles de Guatemala, he came in contact with a circle of intel- 
lectuals who thought their society could be improved. The Uni- 
versity and the men made a lasting impression on the fertile mind 
of young Valle. After he graduated from the University, he was 
accepted as a member of the intellectual circle. Step by step 


he progressed in colonial government. By 1808, he had won the 


recognition of his superiors and had held many positions. 


In 1808, the French army entered Spain, and Napoleon gave 
the Spanish crown to his brother Joseph. Patriotic Spaniards re- 
fused to recognize Joseph and fought the French. Liberal Span- 
iards set up a constitutional monarchy. In Guatemala, liberals 


won the elections for the important town council in the capital, 
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3 
and elected a liberal deputy to the Spanish cortes. Valle's at- 
titude toward the change defies definition, but when Ferdinand 
VII was restored — liberal constitution discarded, Valle 
shared the reactionary opinion of the Captain General and the 
Archbishop of Guatemala. At the same time, like many conserva- 
tives, he maintained progressive views on subjects other than 
politics. 

The period of reaction ended in 1820 when Ferdinand was forced 
to restore the constitution of 1812. Valle became an ardent ad- 
vocate of the constitutional monarchy, and he continued to dedi- 
cate himself to the improvement of Guatemala. Before the new 
system was established, news of the Revolution of 1820 in Spain 
encouraged a small group of patriots in Guatemala to drive for 
independence. These patriots were joined by a large group of 
conservatives who viewed the liberal Spanish cortes and the con- 
stitutional monarchy as twin tormentors robbing them of their 
traditional privileges. 

For the patriots, independence was the beginning of a new 
life. For the conservatives, it was a convenient tool of transi- 
tion from a liberal state to a Mexican monarchy. Together the 
patriots and the conservatives achieved independence. Alone the 
conservatives succeeded in linking Guatemala to the Mexico of 
Iturbide. 

Valle did not want independence and he did not work for it. 
“After independence was a fact, he extended himself to make it a 
Success. He fought the annexation of Guatemala to Mexico, and, 


as a deputy to the Mexican congress (1822-1823), he was later in- 
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4 
strumental in bringing about the second independence. He devoted 
the rest of his life to the welfare of the Federation of Central 
America (1824-1834), serving as an executive in the provisional 
government, as deputy to the federal congress, and finally as 
elected president. 

Valle's claim to a place in history is founded more on his 


ideas than on the positions he held. He was an economist and an 


educator. Most important, he was an American, and after 1821, 


Valle's ideas on America appear to have been central to him. His 
ideas in other fields were subsidiary to this one theme. 

To understand Valle's position and the institutions and so- 
ciety where he worked and lived, a knowledge of the history of 
the Kingdom of Guatemala is important. Since it is not so well 
known as that of the larger Spanish colonies, a chapter will suf- 


fice to place it in the better known colonial story. 


The conquest of Central America was part of the epic struggle 
that resulted in Spanish mastery of an empire in America. The 
mames associated with the conquest read like an index of explorers 
and conquerors. In 1506 Juan Dfaz de Solfs, wno later sailed as 
far south as Argentina, visited Yucatdn. The expedition that 
founded Darién on the Atlantic coast of Panamé, in 1509, included 
‘such far-famed men as Vasco Nufiez de Balboa, discoverer of the 
Pacific, and Francisco Pizarro, the conqueror of Peru. In i519, 


the ruthless septagenarian, Pedrarias Davila, founded the town 
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of Panamdé on the Pacific coast of the Isthmus. 

From the Isthmus came the first attempts to conquer Central 
America. Pedrarias, as governor of Panamé, sent expeditions into 
Costa Rica and Nicaragua. In an attempt to dominate the enter- 
prise, Pedrarias had his own son-in-law, Balboa, executed. Op- 
posing Pedrarias in the south, Gil Gonzdlez Ddvila also sent an 
expedition into Costa Rica and Nicaragua. 

In the north, stronger forces appeared on the scene under 
the orders of Herndn Cortés, conqueror of Mexico. In 1523, Cortés 
commissioned one of his stoutest captains, Pedro de Alvarado, to 
extend the conquest to Guatemala. To the same end, Cortés sent 
Cristébal de Olid to Honduras. Olid, however, possessed too much 
imagination and too little discipline. Once out of Mexico, he 
turned against Cortés. Upon hearing of the defection, Cortés 
set out, on October 12, 1525, to subdue his disloyal captain. The 


troops that accompanied him included Bernal Dfaz del{Castillo, 


author of the most famous and delightful account of the conquest 
of Mexico, + 
Thus the picture of the conquest of Central America showed 
rival columns of Spaniards competing for the opportunity to gain 
fame and fortune. The record of the conquerors in Central America 


is thus a sorry one. As one student of the Spanish Empire wrote: 


1. Bernal Dfaz del Castillo, The True History of the Con- 
quest of New Spain, edited and published in Mexico by Genaro 
Garcia, translated into English by Alfred Percival Maudslay, 
— for the Hakluyt Society (5 vols., London, 1908-1916), V, 
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The whole story of the occupation of the Central-American lands 
- - . is, in fact one of the most miserable chapters in the history 
of the Spanish Empire. It contains no outstanding achievements; 
it is but a chronicle of jealousy and self-seeking, of sordid 
scrambling for territory and gold. ... Yet no picture of the 
Spanish in America would be adequate witnout it; the infamy of i 
Pedrarias, his rivals and associates make the greatness of Cortes 
stand forth in clearer light.@ 


From this grim struggle, Alvarado emerged triumphant. He quickly 


overcame the resistance in Guatemala and slowly extended his power 


to the rest of the territory. What was this land that was so 


bitterly contested? Who were its people? 


Alvarado was very impressed by what he saw. He wrote Cortés 


that the land had a "healthy and temperate climate." It was 


"very populated" and there were "many strong towns." It was also 


the “wildest country" that Alvarado had ever seen, and he wrote 


that the conquest would require "a long time." He discovered a 


mountain range where he said there was a "volcano that is the most 


frightful thing that has been seen, that throws stones from its 


mouth as big as a house, burning in live flames, and when they 


fall, they break into pieces, and cover the ground." He described 


the rivers in the vicinity of another volcano, explaining that no 


one could drink the water because it was "sulphurous:" One "beau- 


tiful river" was "go hot that some of the men" in his company 


“could not cross ite" But they walked a little farther where "they 


2. Roger Bigelow Merriman, The Rise of the Spanish Empire 
dn the Old World and the New (4 vols., New York, 1918-1934), III, 
Ban« 
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found another river, a cold one, that entered this [the hot one]; 


and where they joined, a temperate ford was found." It must be 
kept in mind that Alvarado was trying to impress Cortés with the 


difficulty of his task. If Alvarado did not really see all these 


things, it was a small matter to imagine huge boulders flying out 


of a smoking volcano and hot and cold running rivers. 
Fortunately we are in a better position to describe Central 
America than was Alvarado. Although there is no thorough geo- 


graphic study of the land, the elementary facts are now known. 


Central America, as we geographically refer to the land between 
Mexico and the Panama Canal, is divided among the present-day na- 
tions of Costa Rica, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, and El Sal- 
vador. Bounded on the east by the Caribbean Sea and on the west 

by the Pacific, it extends more than 1200 miles in a northeasterly 


southwesterly direction from the southern border of Mexico to the 


western border of Panama. The total area covers about 180,000 


square miles, roughly equivalent to the states of Kentucky, Ten- 


nessee, Alabama, and Mississippi. Through Central America runs 


the continental divide, a range of mountains well-defined in places 


and split into branches in others. * The outstanding feature of 


3. The texts of the letters are in Libro viejo de la funda- 
i6én de Guatemala y papeles relativos a D. Pedro de Alvarado 
Biblioteca "Goathemala," XII; Guatemala, 1934), 271 ff. (Here- 

after Libro viejo). The two letters were dated on April i1 and 

July 27, i. 1524. 


4, Roscoe RB. Hill, "Geographic and Historic Background of 
Central America," The Caribbean Area, edited by A. Curtis Wilgus 
(Washington, D. C., » 1934), II, 210-220, 
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8 
the mountain range, as Alvarado first pointed out, is the volcanoes. 
Their towering, nearly perfect cones lend an awesome dignity to 
the countryside. 

Though all the land lies in the tropics, the word "tropics" 
is misleading. It is not an impenetrable mass of steaming jungle, 
for there are three distinct zones. The torrid zone begins at 
sea level and rises to about 2000 feet. The mean temperature 
here is from 75-85 degrees Fahrenheit. The temperate zone extends 
from about 2000 feet to 6000 feet above sea level and has a mean 
temperature between 65 and 75 degrees Fahrenheit. Above 6000 feet 
is the cold zone with an average temperature between 55 and 65 
degrees Fahrenheit. Like other tropical lands, Central America 
has only two seasons -- rainy and ary. 

In this land, the Spaniards encountered natives unlike any 
they had seen either in the Antilles or in New Spain. Here was 
the home of the Mayan civilization. Geographically the Maya, at 
different times, inhabited the territory extending from Copdn in 
eastern Honduras to the isthmus of Tehuantapec in southern Mexico. 
It is generally conceded that these people attained the highest 
civilization among the aboriginal tribes of the Americas. Diego 
de Landa, the Bishop of Yucatdn, wrote: 


5e4+Lpid. 
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Before the Spaniards had conquered that country the natives lived 
together in towns in a very civilized fashion. They kept the 
land well cleared and free from weeds, and planted very good 
trees. Their dwelling place was as follows: in the middle of the 
town were their temples with beautiful plazas, and all around the 
temples stood the houses of the lords and the priests, and then 
those of the most important people. ... They had their lands 
planted with wine trees and they sowed cotton, pepper, and maize, 
and they lived close together for fear of their enemies ... and 
it was se a to the wars of the Spaniards that they scattered in 
the woods. 

Mayan civilization is usually divided into two periods: the 
Old Empire (320-987 A. D.) and the New Empire (987-1527). Some 
of the outstanding features of Mayan culture were their calendar, 
architecture, sculpture, and ceramics. Concerning their artistic 
achievement one authority wrote that they "produced one of the 
few really great and coherent expressions of beauty so far given 
to the world, and their influence in America was historically as 
important as was that of the Greeks in Europe. "? With the coming 
of the Spaniards, Mayan civilization, already in decline, was 
overrun, and vigorous attempts were made to teach the natives to 
respect and accept the Spanish way of life and Spanish institu- 
tions. 

Owing to the interest in the drama of the conquest, the 
methodical transfer of Spanish institutions during the same period 


is often overlooked. At the outset, the conquerors saw their need 


6. Diego de Landa, "Landa's relacién de las cosas de Yuca- 
tén," edited by Alfred Tozzer (Papers of the Peabody Museum of 
_American att ee and Ethnology, Harvard rd University, XVI. 5 awit, 
Cambridge, 1941), p. 62. 


7e Harold J. Spinden, Ancient Civilization of Mexico and 
Central America (New York, 1917), p. 94. 
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10 
for a base of operations and a means of consolidating their power. 
More important, they conquered in the name of the Spanish crown, 
and were obliged to obey the dictates of the sovereign. His will 
was not to pillage and sack the New Worldfor the immediate wealth 
that it might yield. Instead, the crown recognized the Indies as 
a permanent source of wealth, just as it recognized certain obli- 
gations to the natives. Without any precedent to follow, the 
Spaniards felt that the interests of the crown, the colonists, 
and the natives would be served best by the transfer of Spanish 
institutions to the Indies. Many of these institutions were es- 
tablished before the conquest was completed. 

In Guatemala, on July 25, 1524, Alvarado “founded a Spanish 
town in the name of His Majesty in order to further the conquest 


and to pacify the land." The town, located at Iximché, was named 


Ciudad de Santiago de Guatemala. On the same day, Alvarado ap- 


pointed the officials of the town council (ayuntamiento), one of 
the important bodies of colonial government. Its authority was 
vested primarily in mayors (alcaldes) and aldermen (regidores). 
Alvarado appointed two mayors, four aldermen and a bailiff 
(alguacil mayor) .® 

In 1533, Charles V ordered that aldermen should be elected 
annually by the property owners within a town. Réelection was 


possible after a lapse of one year. Aldermen elected the mayor, 


8. Libro viejo, p. 5. 
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11 
who could —_ be réelected until after a lapse of two years. In 
actual practice, the town councils in America were not so demo- 
cratic as the ordinance of Charles V made them appear. After the 
conquest, a viceroy, a captain general, or a governor appointed 
aldermen from a list drawn up by those who were being replaced. 

At times, the aldermen chose their successors, subject to the ap- 
proval of the royal governor. The crown also appointed aldermen 
for life. In the reign of Philip II (1556-1598), the representa- 
tive aspect of the town council was further undermined by the 
sale of the offices.” 

When Alvarado founded Santiago, he was merely acting under 
the orders of Cortés, and the town was therefore within the juris- 
diction of New Spain. Alvarado, however, was an ambitious man 
who wanted to see the glory of his conquest credited to his own 
mame. He complained to Cortés, in 1524, that the king knew noth- 
ing about his exploits, and "no one was to blame but Your Grace 
for not having informed His Majesty of how I have served nim, "2° 
Alvarado, in 1527, embarked for Spain to give the king a personal 
account of his achievements. His success was apparent in the 
royal decree of December 18, 1527. The decree named him governor 
and captain general of Guatemala. By appointing Alvarado to the 


position of captain general, Charles V recognized Guatemala as a 


: 9. Clarence H. Haring, The Spanish Empire in America (New 
York, 1947), pp. 164-169. 


10. Libro viejo, p. 281. 
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12 
colony separate from New Spain, 11 The colony officially became 
the Captaincy General of Guatemala, but, like all the Spanish do- 
minions, it was also called "Kingdom." 

The captain general was the pinnacle of civil authority in 
Guatemala. Within the bounds of his jurisdiction, he was the di- 
rect representative of the king. Generally, he was responsible 
for seeing that royal decrees were executed, and for supervising 
the administration of the royal revenue. He nominated many of 
the lesser lay and ecclesiastical officials, and he could inter- 
vene in any affair of the colony to protect the rights of the 
Indians. ** 

In the course of the conquest, the crown appointed conquerors 
to the high positions of authority in the colonies. These men, 
however, owed their fame and fortune more to their swords and 
their resourcefulness than to their king, who was thousands of 
miles away. If the crown and the royal advisors were to enjoy 
complete control of the Indies, the conquerors had to be replaced 
by officials sent from Spain, and the power that the conquerors 


lent to their high offices had to be curtailed. The crown pro- 


11. Francisco Antonio de Fuentes y Guzman, Recordacién 
florida, discurso historial y demostracién natural, material, 
militar y politica del Reyno de Guatemala, Justo Zaragoza edi- 
tion (3 vols., Madrid, 1882), I, 252-253. 


12. Haring, The Spanish Empire in America, p. 121; José 
Marfa Ots Capdequf, Manual de historia del derecho espafiol en las 
Indias y del derecho  propiamente indiano (Buenos Aires, 1945), 
PP. i (Hereafter Ots Capdequi, Derecho espafiol en las 
indias. 
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13 
ceeded slowly, following two principles: (1) division of authority 
and responsibility; (2) a deep distrust of the initiative on the 
part of colonial officials, + These principles were most apparent 
in the function of the audiencia, the most important institution 
of government in the Spanisn colonies. 

The audiencia was juridical and administrative in function. 
It served as a tribunal of first instance in criminal cases and 
in all cases involving crown officials. It was also the highest 
court of appeal. Important civil cases could be appealed to the 
Council of the Indies (the King's supreme governing body for the 
Indies) in Spain, but there was no appeal beyond the audiencia 
for criminal cases. Politically the audiencia was an equal part- 
ner with the captain general, who usually was its president. Act- 
ing together in administrative session, the audiencia served as a 
council of state, and agreements reached had the force of law, 
With regard to public finance, the treasury officials joined the 
captain general and the audiencia. Agreements reached in these 
sessions also had the force of law. Thus authority was divided to 
prevent one official or group of officials from becoming too power 
ful. As an added check, the crown encouraged officials to write 


directly to the Council of the Indies." 


13. Haring, The Spanish Empire in America, p. i121. 


144. Ibid., pp. 130-137; Ots Capdequf, Derecho espafiol en 1 
indias, pp. 356-358. 
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14 
Charles I, in 1542, ordered the organization of an audien- 
cia in Central America. The audiencia was first located at | 
Gracias a Dios, now in the Republic of Honduras. +? After several | 
changes, the audiencia, in 1568, was established permanently in 
Santiago de Guatemala. Geographically, its jurisdiction extended 
from Soconusco and Chiapas to Costa Rica. Except for minor 
changes, these boundries obtained throughout the colonial period 
(1524-1821). 16 
The city of Santiago, known as Guatemala City, was moved as 
often as the site of the audiencia. The original location of 
Guatemala City was not an advantageous one. The worst feature 
was the lack of easily accessible timber. In 1527, the town 
council ordered the city relocated in the Valley of Almolonga, 
near the Volcano Agua. The new site was an unfortunate choice. 
In 1541, a combination of torrential rains and earthquakes de- 
stroyed the town. 2? No attempt was made to rebuild there. In- 
stead, the municipal authorities chose a new site, still within 
the shadow of Agua. There (the present day site of Antigua) the 


capital of the Captaincy General of Guatemala remained until it 


15. Fray Antonio Remesal, Historia general de las Indias 
Occidentales, particular de la Gobernacion de Chiapa y Guatemala, 
second edition (2 vols., Biblioteca "Goathemala," IV and V; Guate- 
mala, 1932), II, 236. 


16. Domingo Juarros, Compendio de la historia de la Ciudad 
de Guatemala, third edition (2 vols., Guatemala, 1937), I, 13-14. 
(Hereafter Juarros, Compendio.) J. Joaquin Pardo, Prontuario de 


reales cédulas 1529-1599 (Guatemala, 1941), p. 13. 
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35 
was destroyed, in 1773, by an earthquake. The city was then moved 


to the Valle de las Vacas, the site of present day Guatemala 
city.18 
By the end of the sixteenth century, the captaincy general 


was pacified, and the important institutions of government in- 
stelled. Given these circumstances and the rich soil, the future 
of the colony appeared bright. Gold and silver were discovered | 
in several places, but the strikes never compared to those in New | 
Spain and Peru. The economy of Guatemala was, accordingly, 
founded on agriculture. To the indigenous foods, corn, beans, 
squash, and a host of tropical fruit, the Spaniards added wheat, 


oats, barley, and rye. Cattle, hogs, and sheep were introduced, 


and horses had come with the conquerors. Cacao and indigo, both 


indigenous, soon became valuable exports. Sugar manufacture rap- 
idly developed into an important industry.?9 

Indians, Negro slaves, and the ever-increasing number of 
mestizos (person of Spanish and Indian blood) and mulattoes sup- 
plied the labor for the enterprises. Most of the labor was 
forced. Evils that such a system impose on an economy were every 
where apparent in Guatemala. | 

More crippling to the prosperity of the Kingdom were the in- 


ternational and colonial policies maintained by the Spanish crown. 


18. Juarros, Compendio, I, 64-65. 


19. Chester Lloyd Jones, Guatemale Past and Present (Kimmeap- 
Olis, 1940), pp. 194-198. | 
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The Spanish wars of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries were 
financed largely by the taxes gathered in America. Losses to 
buccaneers and pirates, who were encouraged by the enemies of Spain 
placed another burden on Guatemala. Most hurtful of all, nowever, 
was the closed system of trade imposed by the crown. Colonial 
trade with foreign countries was prohibited and inter-colonial 
trade was narrowly restricted. Spain never possessed the quali- 
fications that such a system demanded. She could provide neither 
the manufactures needed in the colonies nor maintain regular 
fleets capable of transporting colonial products to European mar- 
kets. The colonists encouraged illicit trade, but this subterfuge 
hardly permitted them to exploit their resources to the best ad- 
vantage. | 

When, in 1700, Charles II, the last of the Spanish Hapsburgs, 
died, nearly two centuries of mismanagement of the American Col- 
onies ended. Philip V, grandson of Louis XIV of France, then as- 
cended the Spanish throne. The first of a long line of Bourbons, 
he inaugurated a century of progress that culminated in the reign 
of Charles III (1759-1788), who adopted a new plan of colon 
government with the eee ial of the indendant system. The 
new system was, in the main, an economy measure designed to intro- 
duce greater efficiency in the administration of justice, police, 
finance, and war. In Guatemala, the new intendancies corresponded 


roughly to the provinces, <9 


20. Lillian Estelle Fisher, The Intendant System in Spanish 
America (Berkeley, California, 1929), pe 31. 
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Charles III also decreed a progressive commercial policy. 
Restrictions on the intercolonial trade of New Spain, Guatemala, 
and New Granada were removed. The free trade ordinance, of 1788, 
is said to have increased the value of trade with Spanish America 
700 per cent. ~+ 

Besides the political and economic reforms, Charles III en- 
couraged Spanish intellectual life to shake off its lethargy. In 
the course of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, the once 
great universities of Spain had declined. The program of studies, 
as in most other places, amounted to little more than memoriza- 
tion, and professorships became sinecures. Charles III heeded 
the advice of some of his well informed subjects when he attempted 
to restore the universities to their former greatness. In 1789, 
he appointed a director for each university and ordered a new pro- 
gram of studies. Professors were appointed according to their 
qualifications. Prizes were offered for the translation of for- 
eign works and the publication of new texts. Schools of medicine, 
and surgery, science and mathematics, jurisprudence, astronomy, 


engineering, botany, mineralogy, and natural history were foundea** 


21. Haring, The Spanish Empire in America, p. 242. 


22. Charles E. Chapman, A History of Spain (New York, 1918), 
pp. 474-476, 


vi ss ee a i 
‘wes Letosemmoo: eviesexsotg @ beetoeb oels a ee 
 iemetauD ,alege well to ebert fainoloowsint ond no. a 
SEL to ,sonsnalbto ebsttt eet eat sbevonss — shes ‘ 


t 


soitem cdeinage ddiw ebsat to eviev est beexotonmt 


ee ene ee he ag ee 


-o@ Lil eeited) ,emroter ofmemoos bas Leotttiog oct a 
cl .ygreitel ett tio exada ot etil Leudosileiat a fer 
eone ont ,eelidnes sincetneves bne ddusedxta ont 20 
seifude to maigouwg os? .bemiiosb bed ateq® to sett iam 
~ssitouem sadt ot0m elgdif o¢ hetnwoms ,eeosigq odd 
bebeed Ill selfiedd .estmoente emeoed aqineios sto" 
betgqmetts on new eioceldve bemrotnt tiew etd to omoe 4 
,.coyi al .seenveotg semrol tleit o¢ seidieteviay omg 
-oTg won s betebio Sire yd Levev tow fiosse rot todoes{p - 
qisodt of gutitoses Setatogqs e1sw atcosesetord = .& 
“lot to soldeienaid eid 10% bherette si]ew sesltT, ‘6! 
,sitoltiem to alooreg .adxed wen to noltisolildug seat 
eWuono1ges ,cometiage fat S049 ncodias has somel 


SS bebe? esew ytodgata isasieqg Base ,Ygcletonia .wissod og 


i 


Se ee 
Ee 


: SUS .¢ .s0ft9m4 ot onto detnsc’ edt ,getael 
~(8f@r itoY well) gtag€ to yrogetH A ,memced® .o seltat e 


—— ee = 
~ 


18 
ii 


The history of the Captaincy General of Guatemala followed 
the fortumes of Spain in the course of the eighteenth century. 
Spanish history was influenced by the competition offered by the 
English. Between 1702 and 1808, Spain and England were at war 
eight times. The effect of these wars on Guatemala varied from 
complete stoppage of trade to enemy invasion. 

In 1733, Captain General Pedro Rivera y Villalén arrived in 
the capital, which was experiencing an epidemic of smallpox. The 
epidemic and a quarrel over the administration of public finances 
appear to have been his most trying problems. “2 The crown, in 
1742, replaced Rivera with a man born in Peru. This was one of 
the rare instances when a creole (Spaniard born in America) was 
elevated to a position considered the exclusive domain of Peninsu- 
lar ates. t 

From 1739 until 1748, Spain and England engaged in the War 
of Jenkin's Ear. In Europe it merged into the War of the Austrian 
Succession (1740-1748). Where Spain and England were concerned, 
the Caribbean was the scene of action. The year 1741 marked the 


embarrassing and ignominious defeat of Admiral Vernon before 


23. J. Joaquin Pardo, Efemérides para escribir la historia 
ache Muy Noble y Muy Leal Ciudad de Santiago de los Caballeros 
del Reino de Guatemala (Guatemala, 1944), p. 175. (Hereafter 
Pardo, Efemérides.) Francisco de Paula Garcfa Peldez, Memorias 
para la historia del antiguo Reyno de Guatemala (3 vols., Guate- 
mala, 1851), Il, 217. (Hereafter Garcfa Peldez, Memorias. ) 


24. Garcfa Peldez, Memorias, ii. 220. 
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19 
Cartagena. Neither nation, however, could gain a decisive vic- 
tory, and after nine years, a peace was concluded. 

In Guatemala, the war had served to relieve Spanish pressure 
on the English encroachment in Honduras. After peace was signed, 
Captain General José Vasquez Montaos y Soto Mayor began prepara- 
tions to expel the interlopers. He launched the campaign in 1754, 
but the English beat off the attack, and thereby entrenched thenm- 
25 


selves more firmly. 


In 1762, Spain entered the Seven Years' War (1756-1763) 


against England. For Spain the war was a disaster. English ex- 
peditions captured Havana and Manila. Both were restored, how- 
ever, by the treaty of peace, signed in 1763. In connection with 
Guatemala, the treaty specified that England should destroy her 
fortifications in Honduras in exchange for the privilege of en- 
gaging in the logwood industry, illegally established earlier in 


that province. 2° 


England, of course, received other compensation 
_for the restoration of Manila and Havana. Peace between the two 
rivals then lasted until 1779. 

England, since 1775, had been occupied with the revolution 
of her American colonists. This war brought English invaders to 
the shores of Guatemala. When Spain declared war on England, 


Matfas de Gdlvez, of the famous Gdlvez family, was the captain 


25. Hubert Howe Bancroft, History of Central America (3 vols. 
New York, 1883-1887), II, 628-629. 


26. Ibid., p. 629. 
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20 
general of Guatemala.*’ In April, 1779, the English captured 
the fortress of Omoa, located on the Caribbean coast of Honduras. 
Galvez, in November, led a force against the English and drove 
them out. The next year, the Kingdom was again threatened by the 
presence of an English fleet. Bad weather and tropical fever, 
however, forced an obscure Captain Horatio Nelson and his men to 
abandon their operations. The threat removed, Gdlvez proceeded 
to clear the mosquito coast and the island of Roatan of English 
interlopers. 2° 

The success of Galvez was, in the main, to no avail. The 
peace concluded by Spain and England in 1783 defined and added 
legality to the English position in Honduras. It was agreed that 
the logging privilege should be extended for a specified number 
of years. Obviously the term has never ended. ©? 

In 1788 Charles III died. His long reign had been profit- 
able for Spain and the colonies. The political, economic, and 
educational reforms paid dividends in efficiency and progress. 
The almost constant war with England, however, was a drain on the 
treasury and an obstacle to commerce. 

Against the background of war and reform of the eighteenth 


century the first trace of Valle's ancestors comes to light. 


27. Pardo, Efemérides, p. 263. Matfas de Gdlvez later be- 
came Viceroy of New Spain. His son, Bernardo, was governor of 
Louisiana and, in 1781, assaulted the English at Pensacola. 


28. Bancroft, History of Central America, II, 610-611. 


29. Ibid., pp. 632-633. 
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Chapter II 


THE VALLE FAMILY OF CHOLUTECA, HONDURAS, 
1731-1789 


The year 1731 provides the first clue to the identification 
of Valle's ancestors. From that date until José del Valle was 
born, his great-grandfather, his grandfather, and father all lived 
in Honduras making their living as ranchers. When the first an- 
cestor came to America is unknown. Valle is a popular Spanish 
name, and any successful attempt to establish relationship, be- 
fore 1731, will have to be based on evidence other than that now 


available. 


José Cecilio Dfaz del Valle was born in Choluteca, Honduras, 


sometime between 1774 and 1780._ According to his official recora 


1. Valle's official biographer wrote, without citing any 
evidence, that Valle was born on November 22, 1780. See Ramon 


[21] 
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he was the “legitimate son of José Antonio Dfaz del Valle and 


Gertrudis Dfaz del Valle."* Except that his parents were de- 
scribed as “possessors of great wealth, consisting principally of 


valuable ranches," and that they were fond of their son, little 


Rosa, José Cecilio del Valle (Oro de Honduras. Antologfa de Ramdén 
Rosa, Tegucigalpa, 1948), p. 38. There is strong evidence that 
Valle was born in 1776. His death was noted in the record book 
of the Cathedral church in Guatemala City. The secretary wrote: 
"On March 2, 1834, José del Valle died at the age of fifty-eight. 
- »« « He received the Holy Sacrements and was buried in the gen- 
eral cemetery." See Archivo de la Catedral de Guatemala (here- 
after ACG), Libro de entierros de la Parroquia Sagrario de Guate- 
mala, 1816-1870. (Hereafter Libro de entierros, 1816-1870.) 
Further evidence in support of 1776 is the date, 1794, when Valle 
received his bachelor of arts degree. Valle would have been 
fourteen when he received his degree, should his birth have oc- 
curred in 1780. To graduate at that age was possible, but it was 
unusual. See John Tate Lanning, The University in the Kingdom 
of Guatemala (Ithaca, New York, 1955), pe 207. (Hereafter Lan- 
ning, University.) 

Owing to contrary evidence, it is impossible to conclude that 
Valle was born in 1776. In connection with Valle's election, in 
1809, to the Junta Provincial, the record stated that he was 
thirty-five. According to this figure, he was born in 1774. Still 
other records concerning the same election gave his age as "“twenty- 
nine or thirty." These records support Rosa's statement. See 
Archivo General del Gdbierno (hereafter AGG) A1.i (seccién), 4347 
(expediente), 37 (legajo). Elecciones de los ayuntamientos de 
Leén, Tegucigalpa y San Vicente, 1809. 

If it has not been lost or destroyed, Valle's birth record 
is doubtless in one of the churches in Choluteca. 


2. Archivo y Biblioteca Nacional (Honduras). Relacién de 
los ejercicios literarios, grados, tftulos, y méritos patridticos 
de Don José del Valle, Auditor Honorario de Guerra del ejército 
y provincia de Guatemala, 1815. (This is a copy made by Bamdén 
Rosa, in 1881, of the original record that was drawn up in Madrid. 
The writer is indebted to John Bergmann, a graduate student in the 
Department of Geography at the University of California, for a | 
photocopy of Ramdén Rosa's copy. There is no archival classifi- ) 
cation for the document. A secretary in the archive found it in 
her desk! The original is probably in the Archive of the Indies 
in Seville, Spain.) 
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23 
else has been written about them. It can now be stated that 
Valle's father, grandfather, and great-grandfather all lived in 
Choluteca. 

Choluteca is located on the river bearing the same name, 
near the Bay of Fonseca, on the Pacific coast. When the Spaniards 
came, it was a simple Indian village; by the time José Cecilio 
was born, it was steeped in Spanish tradition. Gil Gonzdles 
Davila, probably the first white man to know Choluteca, passed 
through there, in 1522." Four years later it afforded a meeting 
place for three of the stoutest conquistadores -- Pedro de Alva- 
rado, Pedrarias Davila, and Bernal Dfaz del Castillo. 

To judge by the writings of the Spanish chroniclers of Cen- 
tral America, Choluteca was not the most pleasant place in which 
to live. Apparently the Spaniards officially founded the town 
in 1533. Cristdébal de la Cueva, one of Alvarado's men, is gen- 
erally credited with the deed. He was a native of Jerez, Spain, 
-and he named Choluteca, Jerez de la Frontera. But the Indian 
mame has endured. Juan Lépez de Velasco, who wrote between the 
years 1571 and 1574, tells us that the town was located on a 
"great plain," and that the climate was not suitable for wheat. 


At that time Choluteca claimed "thirty Spanish inhabitants." Their 


3. Rosa, José Cecilio del Valle, p. 38. 


4, Francisco Lépez de Gémara, Historia general de las Indias 
(2 vols., Madrid, 1922), II, 207. 


5. Dfaz del Castillo, The True History, V, 118-119. 
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principal occupation seems to have been keeping alive, for Ldpez 


referred to them as those "wretched sghebitantay*” Twenty years 


later it appeared that the town would be given back to the Indians 
-- the population had declined by ten. / But this was not to be. 
From this time, Choluteca grew and slowly prospered. 

Early in the seventeenth century, a Carmelite friar, born in 
Jerez, Spain, toured the Spanish-American colonies and later wrote 
a@ picturesque and charming account of what he saw and learned. In 
1613, he visited Choluteca, and his description of the town and 
the surrounding country was the best written by any of the chron- 
iclers. He described it as a town lying in the "Choluteca Valley,' 
which was inhabited by "some 60 Spanish residents," but "not over 
30 lived in the town itself." By this time they had built a 
“parish church and a Mercedarian convent." There were a few “in- 
digo works," and the farmers raised "good tobacco." Most of the 
Spaniards, however, made their living from the "large cattle and 
mule ranches." In the country round about, the good friar claimed 


that he saw "tigers and lions" (jaguars and pumas). In the rivers 


6. Geografia ¥ deseripelsn universal de las Indias (Madrid, 
1894), p. 300. 


7. Juan de Pineda, "Descripcién de la provincia de Guate- 
mala, afio 1594," Relaciones histéricas y geogrdéficas de América 
entral (Coleccién de libros y documentos referentes a a la historia 
de América, VIII; Madrid, 1908), p. 467. For a scientific ap- 
praisal of that part of Honduras, see Nels A, Bengtson, "Notes on 
1926), one of Honduras," The Geographical Review, XV (July, 
92 
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25 
he saw “many alligators," and to his "great surprise [and ours], 
swordfish, "° 

A few years before José Cecilio was born, Choluteca was one 
of ten villages within the province of Tegucigalpa. It was one 
of two described as "Spanish towns." The others were inhabited 
by mulattoes and Negroes. By this time (1763), it was known 
throughout the colony for its “many breeds of the best cattle" 
and the excellent "breed of mules." Within the same province 
were the gold mines, El Clavo Rico and El Corpus, plus several 


silver mines. The mines explain the presence of the rather large 


number of Negroes, who, for the most part, "labored in the mines 


because of it being their patrimony." Also there were twenty- 


one Indian villages in the province. Only a few of the Indians, 


however, worked in the mines, the majority being employed in agri- 


cultural pursuits.” 


ii 


In Choluteca, the year 1731 provides the first glimpse of 


8. Antonio Vazquez de Espinosa, Compendium and Description 
of the West Indies, translated by Charles Upson Clark (Smithsonian 
Miscellaneous Collection, CII; Washington, 1942), p. 233. 


9. AGG, Ai.17.1, 13999, 2020. Autos formados sobre la real 
cédula para que este real audiencia, con la brevedad y reserva 
posible, remita una relacién individual de los corregimientos y 
alcaldfas mayores de este Reyno. A scientific evaluation of the 
precious metals produced in that region of Honduras can be found 
in J. Malcolm Maclaren, Gold: Its Geological Occurrence and Geo- 
logical Distribution (London, 1908), pp. 609-610; Mineral Indus- 
try, XLVI (1937), 266. 
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26 
José Cecilio's ancestors. At that time the office of alférez 
mayor of the town council of Choluteca was vacant and for sale. 
José Antonio Dfaz del Valle, great-grandfather of José Cecilio, 
made a successful bid for sue1? It was not an extremely important 
position. Yet it was much sought after for its prestige. In 
theory, the alférez was the senior alderman; he had a "voice vote 
and seat" in the council, and he received a salary twice that of 
the other aldermen.11 He also commanded the village militia in 
time of danger. Earlier it was not uncommon for the alférez to 
be called out against Indian uprisings. José Antonio was a cap- 
tain, a fact that doubtless gave him some advantage over the com- 
petition. Military rank, however, was no longer so important, 
especially since the danger of an Indian revolt was considerably 
less at this time. As the danger grew more remote, the duties of 
the alférez came to be confined largely to carrying the municipal 
standard on ceremonial occasions. ** Such a position might seem 
trivial, but to the Spaniards of the colonial period (and to 
Latin Americans today) ceremony and the attending pomp and splen- 


dor were a matter not lightly dismissed. To carry the municipal 


10, AGG, A1.23, 4609 (legajo), fol. 7. Copias de tftulos y 
real cédulas. de los afios de 1731 hasta él de i737. 


11. Becopilacién de las es de los reynos de las Indias (3 
vols., Madrid, 1791), Lib. 4, “tite 10, ley 4. (Hereafter Becopi- 
lacién de las leyes ... de las Indias. ) 


im,  s00CH. Parry, "The Sale of Public Offices in the Spanish 
Indies under the Hapsburgs," Ibero-Americano, XXXVII (1953), 7. 
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standard around the central plaza, from the town hall to the 
church, was a dignified and coveted function. José Antonio, after 
some difficulty, secured the office for life. 

On November 8, 1731, the town crier of Choluteca passed 
along the streets advertising José Antonio's bid of 400 tostones 
(200 pesos). It must have been the highest, for it was approved 
and accepted on December 10, by "the Captain General of this 
Kingdom [of Guatemala]." José Antonio paid 200 tostones before 
he assumed office, and the balance was due the following year. 
"From this time forward," for the rest of his life, he was to be 
the king's "alférez tayor of the village of Choluteca" and to en- 
joy the customary "honors, concessions, liberties, and preémi- 
nences, "+3 of the office. He took his position on "the fourth 
and fifth day of the month of January of the following year of 

Since two days were devoted to the investiture, there 

must have been a celebration, and the municipal standard was prob- 
ably carried around the plaza several times. The life of an 


alférez, however, was not all pomp and ceremony, and José Antonio 


was soon experiencing some difficulty that the documents do not 


completely reveal. 
A law, dating from 1626, specified that salable offices had 


13. AGG, A1.23, 4609, fol. 7, Copias de tf{tulos y real 
cédulas de los afios de 1731 hasta él de 1737. 


144, AGG, A3.10, 1729, 178. Instancia del Capitdn José Diaz _ 
del Valle regidor de la villa de la Chuluteca, pide se le otorgue 
t{tulo al oficio de alférez real, 1736. (Hereafter Instancia de 
José Dfaz del Valle.) 
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28 
to receive royal confirmation within five years of the purchase 
date. Without confirmation, the office became vacant automatically 
and could be sold again.15 In 1736, José Antonio had not yet se- 
cured the necessary confirmation. The next year (1737) local elec- 
tions "for mayors and other offices of the republic" of Choluteca 
were to be held. As noted above, the alférez had a vote in the 
town council and was an alderman. The aldermen elected the mayors. 
Here is the rub. The mayor of Choluteca was trying "to delay the 
elections" until the stipulated time for José Antonio's confirma- 
tion had expired. If he could do this, José Antonio would be 
without his job and consequently his vote. Evidently he and the 
mayor did not get on. To circumvent the fabian tactics of the 
mayor, José Antonio hired a lawyer to write to the royal audiencia 
in Guatemala, asking for a license permitting his client to vote, 


should the confirmation not aurave, 2° 


The results of the election 
and the outcome of the request for a license are unknown. It is | 
certain, however, that the royal confirmation did not arrive. 

How the loss of the office of alférez affected his life in 
Choluteca is unknown. Whatever the effect, he persisted until he 
again became alférez mayor, and with royal confirmation. In 1739, 


the office was still vacant. He submitted another bid of 400 


15. Antonio de Leén Pinelo, Tratado de confirmaciones de 
encomiendas oficios, i casos, en que se requieren para leas Indias 


Occidentales (2 vols., Madrid, 1630), II, capit. 15, fol. 146; 
Recopilacién de las leyes . .. de las Indias, lib. 8, tft. 22, 
ley 1. . 

16. AGG, A3.10, 1729, 178. Imstancia de José Dfaz del Valle. 
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tostones, and the town crier advertised it nine days in Tegucigal- 


pa and thirty days in Choluteca, as the law required. On July 27, 


his bid was accepted, and on August 12, Captain General Pedro de 
Rivera y Villeldén approved it. The letter of royal confirmation 
was signed on May 12, 1742. Besides the usual formality, it 
stated that “owing to the possibility that the dispatch might not 
arrive because of the present war [War of Jenkin's Ear]" José 
Antonio was to suffer no further erdewence, Ys. The position it- 
self, had cost him 533 tostones, but it was his for life.1° 

The fact that he was able to purchase the office is both an 
indication of his wealth and @ comment upon colonial government. 


The total amount paid for the office cannot be calculated, but it 


must have been a substantial sum. All papers related to the sale 


of the office had to be drafted by a notary who, of course, 
charged a fee. A stamp duty had to be paid for each page of the 
documents, and it was not uncommon for the number of pages in a 


legajo (bundle) relating to the sale of an office in the colonies 


17. AGG, A3.10, 3561, 193, fol. 26. MTftulos y méritos de 
Joseph Diaz del Valle. This document is the official record of 
José Antonio's son, who also became alférez mayor. The earliest 
date in the record is 1769. The reason that this document con- 
tains information about José Antonio is that proof had to be pro- 
duced showing that the office was vacant before it could be sold. 
The Spanish custom of reproducing documents in their entirety in 
order to prove a point must have been burdensome, but it is a 
blessing for the student of Spanish history. 


18. As noted above, the sale price was 400 tostones, but 
there was a law stating that should royal confirmation not arrive 
within the specified time the purchaser had to forgeit one-third 
of the sale price. (Recopilacién de las leyes . .. de las In- 
Grea, lib, 8, tft..22, ley 7.) 
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30 
to reach 500, +7 These records did not include those documents 
sent to Spain as evidence in support of a request for royal con- 
firmation. They included the title granted in the colony; a re- 
ceipt for the purchase price; a certificate in proof that the of- 
fice had been vacant; a sworn statement that the sale had been 


transacted lawfully; evidence of the purchaser's racial purity 


(limpieza de sangre), honesty, and competence; a letter of approval 
from the authority who issued the title; and finally, evidence 
that the purchaser has assumed his auties.“° Besides these ex- ) 
penses, the purchaser had to pay one-half of his salary for the | 


first year as a royal tax on the sale of offices (media anata). 


To all this, add the possibility that the title might be disputed | 


in Spain. When this happened, the purchaser, far away in the ) 


| indies, had to hire a lawyer in Spain to represent him in the node | 
expensive court in the Empire. 
How José Antonio earned his money is not certain. That he 
might have been a cattleman appears credible. Choluteca had a rep-_ 
utation for producing fine cattle.*1 In 1745, José Antonio —t 


@ ranch of. 1105 acres (33 caballerfas) named San Antonio. Some of 


19. This is an estimate based on the writer's experience. 


20. J. H. Parry, "The Sale of Public Offices," Ibero-Americano, 
XXXVII (1953), 82. | 


21. By this time, Honduras provided much of the meat for the 
colony. (Valentin Solérzano Fernéndez, Historia de la evolucién 
econémica de Guatemala,[Mexico, 1947], p. 82.) 
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34 
the land was reserved for the cultivation of indigo. ~* The larger 
part was doubtless used as grazing land. At least that was how | 
his son, also named: José Antonio Dfaz del Valle, put it to use, 


after his father's death. 


iii 


The date of José Antonio's death is not revealed in the docu- 
ments available in Guatemala. However, it is quite probable that 
he died in 1769 or very early in 1770. This conjecture is based 
on evidence found in the official record of his son, who will be 
referred to as Joseph, as his name was often written in the rec- 
ords. According to law, a salable office reverted to the crown 
if the stipulated rules were broken, or if the possessor died. In 
1770, the office of alférez mayor was vacant and for sale. 

On February 13, 1770, “Don Pedro Salazar... President of 
the Royal Audiencia, Governor, and Captain General of this King- 
dom [of Guatemala]" reviewed and approved a request from Joseph 
Diaz del Valle, "resident of Choluteca," and "legitimate and only 


heir" of José Antonio. Joseph had requested that his bid should 


22. In 1780, José Antonio's grandson, the father of José 
Cecilio del Valle, became involved in a litigation over the 
ranch, San Antonio. In the course of the case, all the documents 
showing who had owned the ranch were reproduced. (AGG, Ai.15, 
1818, 181. Francisco Estrada con Don Joseph Antonio Dfaz del 
Valle sobre la propiedad de la hacienda nombrado San Antonio.) 
(Hereafter San Antonio.) 


- y wap ves 
i) a a 7 , an wi PES 
aoe a i : ; Oa te eee Pe et a a ses aes rg 
inate Ma that hia AR MN 1d heireing it me ra Lo ae 4 i \ wy : f Rha aid 3 
: he ee fa mS! Oy, 
a3 | At ~ z Y - ‘A 
wan us are 
: b ' i tod Oe Bi ae 
rt ee iy Nance Oxsk: ea | ea em NT 
ad 4 ogee eT Rehan cos q ity, aly 


westal scl son idial. Do oo ltev it igo any so? Sew 
wo sew Jedd teeet tA . bred gotsets es beet ee 
eeu ot df tuq elie [6h wetd ‘oltrotms Seok Be 


Jataeh et % 


=~ OO ied > & s eleeve: toa.et mseb @a*otrotgsé Sao0k 
ij eldgscoud otivp afl If ,sevewOH elemotend as 


heasd el sivtoejnoo xi USS. af ylage yer ee 


% 


wats Gat LG IO Piel ae. Hr ,ramrevoed Sivas 
Sco. mort Teawpet s hevonyca bac bowetre+/* 
LSS RIL LAOS” DEM" .SERTMLCHD FO sreblaes* 


lvoe Sic ald jats beteeupet Bed Aqesot .¢ techie 


A tee er 


S tet. bh <uet a y se : ~~. > <9 
iG Phe Ione Gi. Siig hOB LNiDb bf e' ofc ih OHO we 


Sag OVO MOLseytilt © af Deviovil emioed ,eliaves 
septic to , OBS }) Yo eenmsoo eri of .otnedan 
.- 2ON SO1Ga1 @2ew ions. ers. benwo- Bag: 
GA ‘yseol aed gos" shetted oped omens em 

ercnog sbaeioss ef. eb be betgonrg aL am 
( Of ctk se 


* t 


i ee TTY phn Rierpnigiadie wl i dehiibeal ao cen - fh Pies Ni met iene 
a eal,” h npn mt ea neem 7h hf oneriine sens 


i 


32 
pe advertised for the office of alférez, vacant "because of the 
death of José Dfaz del Valle, padre de mf parte." The bid, sub- 
mitted some time before the above date, was 200 pesos (the equiva- 
lent of 400 tostones). The captain general, on August 31, 1771, | 
granted him the office, subject to royal confirmation. A week | 


later, Joseph paid the 200 pesos, the media anata, took the cus- 


tomary oath, and assumed office. 

Joseph held several other importent municipal offices. me 
served two years as chief of police (Alcalde de a Santa Herman- 
dad); two years as city attorney (sf{ndico procurador); four years 
as alcalde ordinario, a position that permitted him to exercise 
jurisdiction of first instance in Choluteca, to preside, at times, 
over meetings of the town council, and to assume tasks of city 
management and government. Besides these civil offices, he held 
@ commission as captain of the militia. He “carried out the func- 
tions of these [positions] with all exactness, performing the 
‘duties of each in the service" of the crown.<3 
He was also mayordomo (head)of the cofradfa (fraternity) of 


24) prentuke 


the church in Choluteca, Our Lady of the Conception. 
scanty evidence, it appears that Joseph, like nearly all the mem- 


bers of the Valle family, was a devout Catholic. Yet if he at- 


23. AGG, A3.10, 3561, 193, fol. 26. Tftulos y méritos de 
Joseph Dfaz del Valle. 


24. Ibid. 
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tended church and received the sacraments regularly, it was done 


by great hardship. The parish of Choluteca was, by comparison to 
others in the captaincy general, a large one. The roads were of 
the very worst sort, and, contrary to popular belief, there was 

a shortage of priests. Conditions were so bad in 1733 that the 
bishop of Honduras was moved to write that it was a "pity worthy 
of a flood of Christian tears to know how many in this parish 
[Choluteca] die without confession, "*9 The bishop's pleas for | 
improvements must have fallen on deaf ears. Circumstances were 
about “— same when José Cecilio was a boy. For the same reason, | 


another bishop lamented that the parish was "one of the most dif- _ 


ficult for administering the sacraments. "7° | 


Besides his religious and municipal duties Joseph found time © 


to be a successful rancher. The extent of his land can only be 
estimated. He owned at least six ranches.“ The San Antonio, in- 
herited from his father, alone encompassed more than 1000 acres. 
Perhaps the other five brought his holdings to 5000 acres. The 


Size of his herds is unknown. We do know that he sold large 


25. Autos formados por el obispo de Honduras, para remediar 
la mala administracién de algunos curatos y doctrinos (June 1, 
1733), Boletfin del Archivo General del Gobierno, VII (1941), 48- 
49, (Hereafter Boletfin. ) 


26. El obispo de Comayagua, informa a Su Magestad sobre el | 
estado de su didcesis. Afio 1791. Boletfn, XI (1946), 88-89. 


27. AGG, A1.43, 3242, 348. Recurso de José Antonio Dfaz | 
del Valle residente en Tegucigalpa, sobre la mortual de su. 
padre, José del Valle. (Hereafter Recurso.) 
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 # 
amounts of cheese and tallow. In the month of October, 1777, he 
marketed 1900 pounds of cheese and 325 pounds of tallow. ©® Deubt-| 
less he found a ready sale for his beef hides and the "most de- 
licious meat" butchered in the colony. He raised some corn, and 
indigo and perhaPs some sugar.” He, of course, did not attend 
to all the labor of his lands. Much of it was done by forced 
labor, and some by a system similar to that of present day land 
renting. Judging from his will, he must surely have been a suc- | 
cessful rancher. When he died he bequeathed a fortune of 30,000 
pesos to his two children. 7° 


This sum, not to be disdained even today, is not described 


as a fortune. However, a cursory glance at the buying power of 


the peso at that time shows that 30,000 pesos was indeed a for- ) 
tune. The 1000 acre ranch, San Antonio, cost José Antonio 630 
pesos in 1745. Thirty years ae commanded the same price. A 
mule cost between 10 and 20 pesos; milch cows, from 2 to 6; a 

good horse was valued at 6 pesos; a bridle and saddle at 25. A 


rather elaborate shotgun cost 25 pesos; and a brace of pistols, 


28. AGG, A3.5, 2514, 241. Quaderno para el cobro de alcabalas 
del partido de Choluteca, afio 1777. ) 


29. El obispo de Comayagua, informa a Su Magestad sobre el 
estado de su didcesis, 1791, Boletfn, XI (1946), 89. 


30. AGG, A1.43, 3242, 241. Recurso. 
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20.31 Manufactured goods from abroad werdvery expensive. But 
it seems that Joseph's children had an amount sufficient for liv- 


ing comfortably. 


iv 


When Joseph died, his son, named José Antonio Dfaz del Valle 


after his father and grandfather, was not yet twenty-six. °° Again, 


for the sake of clarity, Joseph's son will be referred to as José 
Dfaz. Like his father, he was a rancher. He inherited four 
ranches, acquired three others, and lost one in a lawsuit. He | 
married his first cousin, Gertrudis Dfaz del Valle, -- and to this | 
couple, three children were born: José Cecilio, the oldest, and 


two daughters, Francisca and Manuela. 24 Unlike his father and 


31. Ibid. There was a debt of 1617 pesos against the estate. 
The livestock and the other items, except the hacienda, were sold 
to pay the debt. The prices were the amounts received. Whether 
these prices were representative of the rest of the colony is un- 
known to the writer. For an estimate of the price of imported 
goods, see Robert S. Smith, "Retail Stock of a Guatemalan Store, 
ler HpS22E35 American Historical Review, XXVI (February, 

19 0-65. 


32. AGG, A1.43, 3242, 348. Recurso. 


33. ACG, Libro 1? de matrimonios wespafioles de 1729 a 1821, 
Parroquia del Sagrario. In 1812, José Cecilio del Valle married. 
When the marriage was recorded, it was noted that José Cecilio ) 
was the "legitimate son of Dn. Antonio Dfaz del Valle and Dofia’ _ 
Gertrudis Diaz del Valle, his first cousin [prima hermana]. . . ."_ 


34. This information is contained in a document relating to 
the activities of José Cecilio. By 1799, José Dfaz was dead, for, 
in that year, José Cecilio requested the audiencia to appoint a 
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36 
grandfather, José Dfaz apparently did not hold any offices. Per- 
haps one reason for this was that he made a number of enemies, | 
one Of whom was a member of a very influential family. 

-Trouble came to José Dfaz soon after his father died. His 
sister, Paula, at that time was only twenty-one, and according to | 
Spanish law, she would be a minor until she was twenty-five. Very 
soon after the father's death, Paula married Juan Jacinto Herrera, 


a native of Tegucigalpa, and the son of a very influential fam- 


ily.29 Ordinarily this was the sort of marriage that should have 


pleased both families. Each was described as a "Spanish family," 
both were wealthy, and had held a number of important municipal 
offices. Despite the advantages, the Valle family opposed the 
marriage. That Paula had waited to be married until her father 
died suggests that he had refused permission. But this is only 

a presumption. After the death of her father, however, José Dfaz, 
a@ juridical person, was her guardian. He refused to sanction the 
merriage. Paula, caught in the web of young love, disregarded 
his authority and married Herrera. A brother's refusal seems a 


small thing that might have been smoothed over easily, but other 


legal guardian to represent him and his two sisters in some legal 
matters. AGG, A1.15, 35435, 4361. Don José C. del Valle solicito 
el nombramiento de curador ad litem (February 21, 1799). 


35. Rémulo E. Durén, "Primer centenario de la muerte de Don 
Dionisio de Herrera -- vida, hechos, y escritos de précer, " 
Revista del Archivo y Biblioteca Nacionales (Honduras), XXVIII 
(January and February, 1950), 79-83. This was the son of Paula 
Diaz del Valle and Juan Jacinto Herrera. The father held only 
local offices. This son became president of Honduras. Another 
son served as minister to France. 
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37 
problems were involved: the royal "pragmatic of March [23], 1776, 
and the royal cédula of April [7], 1778" had been proken.2© This 
was serious. 

These royal decrees dealt with marriage. One section of the 
laws stated that a minor needed permission from his father before 
a@ marriage could be solemnized. Should the father be dead, the 
law empowered the nearest living male relative to grant or deny 
permission. A marriage without permission was, in the eyes of 
Spanish law and the Catholic Church, not a marriage at all. A 
child born to such a marriage was bound to be illegitimate. Too, 
the contracting parties forfeited their claim to inheritance and 
other privileges extended by Spanish law to legitimate children. 37. 
The marriage hed repercussions that may offer a clue as to why | 
José Dfaz and his family moved from Choluteca. 

_ When Paula married Herrera, her father's estate of 30,000 
pesos had not been settled. Legally she no longer possessed a 
claim, but she was determined to have a share. Her effort to get 
it was ably supported, if not prompted, by her husband. Owing to 
his influence, both in Choluteca and in the circle of provincial 


authority, he succeeded in causing José Dfaz a great deal of trou-— 


36. AGG, Ai.15, 1821, 182. Autos de Joseph Dfaz del Valle 
con Dn. Manuel Batres, y Juan Manrique sobre la venta de la 
hacienda nombrado Santa Cruz, perteniente a los bienes de Juan 
Félix Bricefio. (Hereafter Santa Cruz.) 


37. José Marfa Ots Capdequf, Instituciones sociales de la 
América espafiola en el perfodo colonial (La Plata, Argentina, 
1934), BP. 120-122. (Hereafter Ots cet Instituciones so- 
ciales. 
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38 
ble, and in aiding Paula to obtain one-half of the much disputed 


estate. 

José Dfaz, so he wrote, planned to keep the fortune only 
until Paula was twenty-five. Then he intended that the "wealth 
should be divided in a friendly and fraternal manner." But Paula 
Gabeted ; and José Dfaz "immediately began to be on bad terms with 
his prother-in-law, " who "tried to hurt him by every means" at his 
disposal. A short time after the controversy began, José Dfaz 


went to Leén, Nicaragua, for several days. While he was gone, 


Paula appeared before one of the local judges, a good friend of 
her husband, and obtained possession of one of the ranches belong- 
ing to her father's estate. Apparently José Dfaz thought the 
ranch was his, for, upon learning that he had been "forcibly 
stripped of his property [despojado violentamente]," he sought er 
course at the office of the alcalde mayor of the neighboring dis- 
trict of Nacaome, within whose jurisdiction, José Dfaz claimed, 

the ranch was located. The alcalde heard his story, and then or- © 
dered that the property be restored to him. "That same night," 
in 1780, Herrera, with a company of militia of which he was the 
Captain, swooped down on, not one, but two of the ranches claimed 
by José Diaz. Herrera arrested José Dfaz's foreman, lodging "him | 
in jail for more than a month for no other reason" than that of x 


S 
being the "poor servant" of José Dfaz. Herrera left his own fore- 


man in iatee. 


38. AGG, A1.43, 3242, 348. Recurso. 
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59 
To José Dfaz, this was high-handed action by his "capital 


enemy [enemigo capital de mi parte]."? 


He went straight to the 
local judge, “but he had the misfortune of not being heard because 
of the prejudice" of that official. Surely district authorities 
in Tegucigalpa would right the wrong, and José Dfaz addressed a 
letter to them -- to no avail. Frustrated at every turn, he | 
sought justice before the audiencia of the captaincy general, asi 
ing that the whole matter be brought before any "impartial judge." 
An official of the audiencia acknowledged the request on September 
See. 1781. The estate, however, was not settled until 1788. Then | 
the court divided it equally between the two children. *° | 
in view of the marriage laws, it appears that the settlement | 
was an injustice added to shabby treatment of José Dfaz by local | 
officials. However, the laws also stated that should the father, 
or in this case the nearest relative, refuse to sanction a mar- 
riage without any good reason, then the parties contemplating mat-— 
rimony were free to marry without suffering any stigma or loss of 


rights. ‘2 This might have happened to Paula and Herrera. If so, 


then José Dfaz was in the awkward position of trying to deprive 


his sister of her lawful rights. 
While the inheritance suit was dragging through court, Her- 


rera found other occasions to distress José Diaz. A native of | 


39. AGG, A1.15, 1821, 182. Santa Cruz. 
4O. AGG, A1.43, 3242, 348. Recurso. 


41. Ots Capdequf, Imstituciones sociales, p. 122. 
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40 
Choluteca died in 1774 leaving his heirs a rather large debt and 
nothing with which to pay it. An investigation showed that just 
before death, the deceased had given a bastard son 2900 pesos. 
The latter used the money to buy a ranch called Santa Cruz. This 
was declared an attempt to defraud the creditors. The ranch was 
confiscated and held in custody. Thus the case remained, until 
1781, when José Dfaz decided that he wanted to buy Santa Cruz. He | 
contacted all the heirs and the creditors, and it appears that 
every one agreed to sell. He purchased the ranch for 2929 pesos, 
the exact amount of the debt against the estate. As soon as the 
transaction was completed, Herrera, armed with district authority, 
seized the ranch and ordered it sold at public auction. The 
seizure and sale occurred while José Dfaz was absent from the vil- 
lage. José Dfaz reported the "violent and criminal" proceeding 
to the audiencia. In 1787, it was decided that Santa Cruz be- 
longed to the man who had paid 4000 pesos for it at the auction. 
The money paid by José Diaz was refunded. Although he did not 


get the property, he certainly knew a bargain when he saw sions 


During the same period, José became involved in still a third 
litigation. This was a dispute over the ownership of the ranch, | 
San Antonio. José Antonio had bought the estate in 1745. His 
son Joseph had inherited it, and after Joseph's death it was part 


of the estate disputed by José Dfaz and Paula. When Joseph was 


42, AGG, A1l.15, 1821, 182. Santa Cruz. 
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alive he had permitted a family to live there. Immediately after 
he died, José Dfaz ordered the family to move. They protested 
the action and claimed ownership to all or part of San Antonio. 
The only basis for their claim seems to have been that they had 
always lived there. According to their story, the father of the 
family had died, and the mother, very soon after her husband's 
death, married one "“Alexo Valle," who was a mulatto slave belong- 
ing to Joseph. Some time during this whirlwind courtship, the 
children of the family claimed that Joseph gained possession of 
their deed to the property. The deed was now alleged to be in 
the possession of José Dfaz, and he was ordered to look through 
his father's papers for it. He reported that no such deed ex- 
isted. The problem, of course, was easy to investigate. Records 


concerning the estate, dating from late seventeenth century, were 


family since 1745. No other claim appeared valid, and later rec- 
ords showed that José Dfaz was still in possession of San Antonio. 
The litigations lasted for only two years. As one might suspect, 
Herrera had worked against the interest of José Diaz. *3 

In retrospect, the decade of the 1780's was a busy and try- 
ing one for José Diaz. Besides the three lawsuits and the birth 
of his children, he made the important decision to move his fan- 


ily from Choluteca. Exactly why he moved is not clear. The of- 


43, AGG, A1.15, 1818, 181. San Antonio. 


reviewed. Insofar as they showed, the ranch had been in the Valle 
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42 
ficial biographer of José Cecilio wrote that the family moved in 


aa No evi- 


order to assure their son [José Cecilio] an education. 
dence was cited in support of this statement. Yet everyone who 
has written about José Cecilio has repeated the presumption. True, 
not one elementary school existed in the province of Tegucigalpa 
at that time. Children whose parents could afford it, were taught 
by private tutors. It is also certain that the capital of the | 
captaincy general could boast of a university academically as good 
as any in America. That José Cecilio became an excellent student | 
and that his education was a very influential experience is no 
less certain. But how important was higher education to José 
Diaz? Was it so important in his thinking that it caused him to 
pull up the deep roots of the Valle family in Choluteca? That 
their son's education was the only reason, er incredible. 
Stronger motives are apparent. 

To José Diaz, Choluteca had doubtless become an unpleasant 
place to live. The members of the Valle family appear to have 


been split irreconcilably, and the power and influence lay with 


the Herrera family. The lawsuits over the ranches and the father's 
estate had caused ill feeling. Angry statements were made that | 
could not be retracted. Scandal, long dead, was dredged up and 


broadcast anew. Such matters as these -- disputed real estate, a 


questionable marriage, and family squabbles -- balloon to gigan- 


44, Bosa, José Cecilio del Valle, p. 38. 
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43 
tic proportions in 2a small town. People take sides and friends 
stop speaking. José Dfaz was probably sick and tired of the 
whole matter. Soon after the litigations ended, he and his family 
moved. But then these motives are also presumptions. However, 
in 1794, José Dfaz was living in Tegucigalpa and not Guatemale 
city. #5 Obviously, he did not move there to provide an education 
for his son. 

Nothing is known about José del Valle's life in Choluteca, 
but information about his family permits some general statements. 
Young Valle was a member of a "Spanish family" which meant that 
there had been no interracial marriages in that line of the Valle 
family. Racial purity was important in Spanish America. Class 
lines began to develop in the sixteenth century. Indians, Ne- 
groes, mestizos, mulattoes and zambos were inferiors, and were 
excluded from many privileges in the colonies. Although, for ex- 
ample, it was not impossible for a colored person to attend a 
university and advance in his chosen profession, it was done with 
some difficulty. Im connection with Valle, the important point 


is that he did not have any color barrier to clear. But neither 


45. AGG, Ai.43, 3242, 348. Recurso. Although their father's 
estate was settled in 1788, the judgment satisfied neither party, 
and Herrera and José Dfaz tried to get a more favorable settle- 
ment. The last document was dated 1794, and it described José 
Diaz as a "resident in Tegucigalpa." The last record of José 
Dfaz in Choluteca was in January, 1789. At that time, he was 
credited with paying sales tax (AGG, A3.5, 2544, 242. Quaderno 
para el cobro de alcabalas del partido de Choluteca, afio 1789). 
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was he @ member of the select class. 

Actually there were two classes that could call themselves 
members of a Spanish family -- Peninsular Spaniards (peninsulares) 
and creoles, Spaniards born in America. The Peninsular Spaniards | 
were the select class. The crown appointed them to nearly all the 
important political and ecclesiastical positions in the colonies. | 
At ceremonial functions and celebrations they were situated in | 
the prominent positions. Generally, they posed a formidable bar- 
rier to the more numerous, and, as a rule, better educated creoles. 

Valle was a creole. This class, in the main, occupied the _ 
lesser positions of government and church, and comprised the | 
greater part of the professions and business enterprises. Al- | 
though Valle was later elected president of the Federation of 


Central America, it is almost inconceivable that he should have 


bécome a governor, president, or a captain general of the colony. 


The fact that he was promoted to positions associated generally 
with the Peninsular Spaniards was a credit to his ability, and 
was not owing to his class status. That his ability was recog- 
nized illustrates the general statements that class lines, at 
least between Peninsular Spaniards and creoles, were never so in- 
flexible as they were elsewhere in Spanish America, and that cap- 
able creoles in Guatemala were infiltrating positions earlier con- 
sidered the exclusive domain of Peninsular Spaniards. 

From the information about Valle's ancestors, it is clear 
that they were wealthy. Valle's parents doubtless bequeathed | 
their wealth to their children. At least, Valle always appeared | 


to be a wealthy man. 
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His parents were also interested in his education. In 1794, | 


when José Dfaz was described as a "resident" of Tegucigalpa, 
young Valle was completing the work for the bachelor's degree in 
philosophy at the University of San Carlos de Guatemala, in 
Guatemala City. His education and the intellectual environment 
in the capital appears to have been one of the most influential 


experiences of his life. 
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Chapter III 
THE EDUCATION OF JOSE DEL VALLE 


Young José del Valle could not have chosen a more propitious 
time to attend the University of San Carlos de Guatemala. The 
University of San Carlos, founded during the period of scholastic 
decadence, languished for nearly a century before it was stirred 
to progress by the ideas of the Enlightenment When, about 1790, 
Valle matriculated, the intellectual revolution in Guatemala was 


reaching its peak. 


The Kingdom of Guatemala waited and petitioned for more than 
a century before the crown, in 1676, founded the University of 


San Carlos by royal decree.? The decree also specified that there 


1. Lanning, University, p. 49. For a copy of the cédula of 
foundation, see John Tate Lanning, ed., Reales cédulas de la Beal 


[46] 
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47 
should be chairs of moral theology, scholastic theology, Roman 
or civil law, canon law, medicine, and two of native languages. 
Nearly five years later, on January 7, 1681, the University, which 
was to confer more than 2500 degrees before 1821, began legal op- 
eration.* 

The first century of the University was a lean one. Attend- 
ance was limited sharply because the lack of preparatory schools 
restricted the number of young men possessing qualifications 
necessary for entrance. Capable fathers, who desired university 
training for their sons, frequently taught the fundamental subject 
matter. The high cost of graduating from the university further 
limited the number of students. In Peru, 10,000 piastres was not 
an unusual amount to pay for the ceremony attending a doctoral in- 
vestiture. The expense in Guatemala was reflected, at times, by 
the want of a sufficient number of men qualified to hold univer- 
sity chairs. 

In addition to the small attendance, the University of San 
Carlos was experiencing the academic aouemeuee associated with 
the epoch. Progress was blocked for nearly a century by the dry 
bones of scholasticism, which had “made this respectable institu- 


tion a dark dwelling where no light penetrated save that obscured 


2. Lanning, University, p. 204. 
3. Lanning, ed., Beales cédulas, p. xxi. 
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48 | 
by fog and confounded by putrid effluvia. "+ The ecclesiastic and | 
philosophic doctrines of scholasticism that had led Francisco de 
Vitoria to his humanitarian conclusion concerning the right of 

Spain to colonize America degenerated nearly everywhere into sterile 
controversies among the different religious orders, each defending 
its favorite doctrine.> Guatemala was subjected to neither “ig- 
norance" nor “enlightenment." Valle called it a "country of er- 


por, *° The pedagogical method of the times demanded that every- 


thing taught be traditional. One rebel, who wished to supplant 
teaching in Latin, reminded his enemies of Juvenal's strictures 
on the affected Romans who preferred Greek: "All that is not 


Greek disturbs you, and your mania has reached the point of wish- | 


ing to teach us to sleep with our wives in the manner of the 


Beecka,* 


But the fact that there were complaints indicated that inno- 
vation had been infiltrating the halls of scholasticism. As Pro- 


fessor John Tate Lanning has written: 


4, José del Valle, "Elogio de Goicoechea," [José del Valle] 
Valle, edited by me Heliodora Valle (El Pensamiento de América, 
X, Mexico, 1943), p. 210. (Hereafter R. H. Valle, ed.,Valle.) 

The same address, given by Valle in 1814, appears in [Jose del 
Valle] Obras de José Cecilio del Valle, edited by José del Valle 
and Jorge del Valle Matheu (2 vols., Guatemala, 1929), II, 13-24. 
(Hereafter Valle Matheu, ed., Obras.) El Amigo de la Patria, 
February 19, 1821. 


5. Lanning, ed., Reales cédulas, p. xxii. 


6. Valle, "Elogio de Goicoechea," R. H. Valle, ed., Valle, 
pe 209. 


7- Quoted in Lanning, ed., Reales cédulas, pp. xxiv—xxv. 
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The Americans, who on their own authority were eclectics, were 

an ideal public for the Spanish Father Benito Gerdénimo Feijdéo 
(1676-1764) who, as a temperate Cartesian familiar with Newton 
and assailant of authority, became a good philosopher of transi- 
tion, . .. His Teatro Crftico and his Cartas eruditas became so 
popular in Quito that the prices soared above the already for- 
bidding levels. Although there is no basic documentary evidence 
such as can be found in Mexico, Venezuela, and Guatemala, all au- 
thorities state without equivocation that René Decartes (1596- 
1650) Gottfried Wilhelm Leibnitz (1646-1716), and Sir Isaac New- 
ton (1642-1727) were taught in Quito as early as 1736. .. .8 


In the vanguard of innovation in Guatemala was the Francis- 
can Father José Antonio Liendo y Goicoechea. Largely by his ef- 
forts the scientific method replaced scholasticism. The transi- 
tion was made in the face of strong opposition, and at a time 
when people in Guatemala viewed the “lines of geometry and the 
equations of algebra" as "magic code. "7 
Goicoechea, observing the systems of the orders [religious], the 
contradiction of their thoughts, the fury with which they fought, 
the confidence of each order that it was the exclusive possessor 
of the truth, doubted everything and decided to cultivate his 
talents in solitude. He conceived the great idea, origin of our 
progress, of following no other guide than that which the Creator 
of our specie has given us. 


Pursuing this course, Goicoechea taught his students, among whom 


was Valle, that the only way to find truth in the exact sciences 


8. Academic Culture in the Spanish Colonies (New York, 
1940), pp. 64-65. 


9. Valle, “Elogio de Goicoechea," RK. H. Valle, ed., Valle, 
py ‘2il. 
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50 
was by “demonstration," and in the natural sciences by "experi- 
ments." In connection with legislation, the "welfare of the 
people" should be the guiding principle, +1 

Surmounting obstacles was a habit with Goicoechea. Born in 
1775, in Cartago, Costa Rica, he was orphaned at the age of nine. 
Three years later, he took the habit of San Francisco.!* He at- 
tended the University when it was still a scholastic stronghold, 
and, in 1767, received a bachelor's degree of philosophy. 13 Given 
an inguiring mind and the harsh discipline of a scholastic educa- 
tion, Goicoechea was admirably suited to receive and absorb the 
new ideas that were replacing scholasticism. At the University 
of San Carlos he held the chair of philosophy and theology for 
nearly thirty years. Still he found time to journey to Europe, 
and to work as a missionary among the Indians. 14 As one of his 


most eminent students remarked, Goicoechea engineered a “happy 


revolution of ideas, "19 


 tbid,. p. 215. 


a. thid.. p. 213. 


13. John Tate Lanning,"Grados académicos en el Reino de 
Guatemala"(unpublished manuscript, 1955), p. 19. (Hereafter Lan- 
ming, Grados.) The writer is grateful to Professor Lanning for 
the use of this valuable manuscript. 


144, Virgilio Rodrfguez Beteta, Evolucién de las ideas (Paris, 
1929), pe 15; Antonio Batres Jauregui, La América Central ante la 
historia (2 vols., Guatemala, 1915-1920), II, 522-523. 


15. Valle, "Elogio de Goicoechea," BR. H. Valle, ed., Valle, 
pe 219. 


hillaskciccatar Maal aa fy weg Alps ace seh ae 


-iieqne”® yd eeome foe Lersse ens ers wt Seni * ote 


edd to sictlew"® edd ,mofteleigel dgiw nolte 


l siqtoulsg yathivg end of 


i’ 2108 .eetloeoolod diiw vided 6 eew eeloesado 


. 
wt 
‘= 
= 
oO 
eo 
As 
=) 
54] 
t 
. 


i? ta beneiquo sew of ,BOLE edacd: Om 


-te of +. costonet® mes to sided end soos eda, 


-soube oiideelorion 2 Io gaifiaqfoath dered edt Bos Bae La 
i} dyosds Bria evieosoes oF Betine yidettabe Gan 
tjiesovinw ent 34 metotieatcotos pnaloelcet ste 
foody bas yacoeolirg to atliecdo sit Sier “a 
oe» 

ies 

,eqowus og yarmuivet ot emig Bawot eo [five .etedya 
eid yo sno Gi '“, enetbal ely poome. yiacolseia 


L7GSn" # Letoenigns eedoeootoD ,belliemet adneiuiee 


fo esenee 


name hg te nem 


conies fe me aecoimeheor Bobs 1D" of feud elel zs 

-tml ted tee i108 } ef wg s(2Cel ,Jqinesnmem berelig ugt 
ICT potume!l wosesetor® of ivtedets ef seiluw emZ . 80 
Sqivoeujnam eidauley ging 


ie.j 


,elrel) 5 Z ,stedeh seuglibok off tp 
BL sides. times eeitsé oisotah ve 


(OSer-aret “lenetswd ,,alov $ 


Diisy ,-b6 ,elleV .A .o * serio@ootod ob Cleo La” 


ao ‘i Res , a , . K . 7 i 
ers - . ‘ , <3 ae to ” +a Sele Riel pel eat 0, Pee Sete oy 
. We ad ( , aps 


= aay At : Pal 


51 


ii 


Before Valle entered the University, he attended the elemen- 
tary school superintended by the Bethlemite erie who had 
founded the order of Belén in Guatemala, and had first built their 
convent in Antigua. After the disaster of 1773, they moved to 
the new capital.*? By 1789, the year that Valle's family moved 
from Choluteca, the population of Guatemala City was approximately 
20,000. The only primary school in the new city was that main- 
tained by the Bethlemites. 18 

, Besides his studies at the convent of Belén, Valle was also 
learning Latin grammar - the Colegio Tridentino. Since he grad- 
uated from the University of San Carlos in 1794, he had to begin 
classes in 1790 or 1791. Thus he must have commanded the funda- 
mentals before he started at Belén or the Colegio Tridentino. That 
he was ready for university training was shown by his record. 

Owing to the work of a student of intellectual history of 
Spanish America, it is possible to reconstruct much of Valle's 
life at the University. A "typical" day of university life wit- 
nessed Valle slipping into clothes not unlike those of his fellow 
students. Loud stockings and gold or embroidered passementerie 


were not permitted. If, before his mirror, Valle considered the 


16. BNH, Tftulos y méritos. 
17. Juarros, Compendio, Z. 230. 


18. Lanning, ed., Reales cédulas, p. xxi. 
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advantages that might accrue to his countenance by growing side- 


burns or fashioning a pompadour, university regulations banished 
the thought. After arranging his student collar, a necessary 
part of his attire, since he was not studying medicine, he might 
have decided to wear a manteo (long cloak), and sotana (cassock). 
If he did, then regulations demanded that he don his bonete, 1p 
he were going to a lecture, a defense of a thesis, or to Saturday 
exercises. ?? Inasmuch as Valle liked to dress in good taste, °° 
he might have chosen a pair of starched cuffs, which were “immemo- 
rial custom" and not contrary to law until 1798, *1 | 
In class, chances are that Valle did not sit next to a Negro, 
mulatto, or a student born out of wedlock. Negroes and mulattoes 
were excluded from the University because of race and blood, and 


ec 


the latter because of any "note" of "infamy" or dishonor. 
Valle might have been a class neighbor to an Indian, a mulatto, 
or an illegitimate son. Indians were privileged to attend the 
University, and the latter did by devious methods, frequently with 


the tacit approval of the University authorities. ~? Pedro Molina, 


19. Lanning, University, p. 191. 


20. Rosa, José Cecilio del Valle, p. 42. 


21. Lanning, University, pp. 191-192. 
22. Quoted in ibid., p. 193. 


Ibid., p. 196. 
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a graduate of the medical school and later Valle's "professed" 
biony;** was Of illegitimate birth. “> 

If the professor had decided to meet his class (professors 
apparently "cut" class more than the students), Valle doubtless 
prepared himself for the shocking experience of receiving dicta- 
tion in Latin for thirty minutes, unless he was attending a class 


in astrology or anatomy. If his facility with Latin was inade- 


| 
; 


quate, Valle could ask for an explanation in Spanish, or question 
the professor, who lingered a "short time" at the door to clarify | 
any doubt. By 1790, however, there were protests against dicta- | 
tion in Latin, and possibly the professor lectured in the vernacu- 
lar tongue. 7° | 
To — from Valle's later life, he must have spent many 
hours after class reading library books, and the university and 
other “libraries in the Spanish colonies were more numerous and 


had more books than did those in the English settlements."*/ The 


library at San Carlos was not an exception to the tradition. When | 
Valle was a student, the University possessed at least 5578 books, 
which had belonged to the Jesuits, expelled in 1767. If Valle 


24. AGG, B5.2, 1263, 57. Cuaderno que contiene los dictamenes 
€ informes del ayuntamiento de la Ciudad de Guatemala, December 
3, 1821. 


Carlos Gandara Durdn, Pedro Molina (Guatemala, 1936), 
p. 16, 


4 


26. Lanning, University, p. 196. 
27. Ibid., p. 293. 
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54 
could not find what he wanted at the University, the libraries 
of the convents were available, presumably, to serious students. 2° 

Since it appears that his parents were not living in Guate- 
mala City, Valle, after attending classes and seeking out supple- 
mentary reading, probably retired to the house of a relative, or 
one of the seminaries or friaries, where his hours were regulated © 
by @ rigid curfew, specified to reduce the number of student 
brawls and "town and gown squabbles, "27 

Valle received a bachelor of arts degree in 1794, 3° As a 
candidate for this degree, he had to spend three years studying 
logic and philosophy, and then pass an examination. In November 
of each year, the cloister (claustro), or governing body of the 
university, appointed three persons to examine the candidate for 
the degree. 

The examination was conducted on the basis of propositions 
selected beforehand. Each member of the committee, excluding the 
master who presided, asked the candidate three questions. To de- 


) 
fend successfully his propositions or theses, a candidate had to 


satisfy the committee, which could pass or fail him by a simple 
<3 


majority vote. Valle was approved. His official record stated 


28. Ibid., ppe 294-299. 
29. Ibid., p. 199. 
30. Lanning, "Grados,"p. 32. 


Lanning, University, p. 207. 
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55 
that his "public act" was "very distinguished, "~ His "public 


act," or the presentation of his "thesis," was printed, as were 
most of those of the other candidates. 

Valle divided his thesis into two parts: "General Physics, " 
and "Specific Physics." The content showed that he and his in- 
structors were in step with the times. He wrote that a "body" 
was formed by a combination of minute atoms. These were not 
the atoms that scientists discuss today. The atoms that Valle 
described resembled more the "magnetic. corpuscles" of Pierre 
Gassendi (1592-1655).2* After discussing the general properties 
of matter, Valle stated the rules for velocity and motion as re- 
lated to simple and compound moving forées:.-- Implicit in Valle's 
explanation were the laws formulated by Kepler (1571-1630), Gal- 
4leo (1564-1642), and Newton. 

In the field of mechanics, Valle defended the principle of 
the inclined plane, correctly postulated by Stevin (1548-1620), 


and the parallelogram of forces, distinctly and generally formu- 


32. BNH, Tftulos y méritos. 


33. AGG, A1.3-12, 12813, 1928. Propositions de rebus natu- _ 
ralibus defendendae a D. Josepho Cecilio del Valle, 1794. (Here- | 
after Propositiones.) The writer is indebted to Professor John | 
Tate Lanning for the use of the photo copy of Valle's thesis, and — 
to Mr. John J. Mahoney, graduate student at the University of 
North Carolina, for the translation. 


34. Pierre Duhem, The Aim and Structure of Physical Theory 


———_— 


(Princeton, New Jersey, 1954), p. 13. 


35. AGG, Al.3-12, 12813, 1928. Propositiones. 
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36 Valle illustrated three simple type levers, 


lated by Newton. 
and then moved into the field associated today with chemistry. 
When he presented the theory of combustion, Valle wrote: 
"“Phlogiston is a most subtle substance."2/ The theory of phlogis- 
ton as first advanced by Johann Joachin Becher (1635-1682), de- 
fined the “subtle substance" as a necessary ingredient in all 
combustible matter. This theory was generally accepted until 
Pierre Lavoisier (1743-1794) presented, in a note to the French 
Academy of Science, on November i, 1772, the true theory of com- 
bustion. Although Valle, and perforce his instructors, either 
did not know or did not accept Lavoisier's theory, they, curiously 
enough, knew the composition of water, but inaccurately calculated 
the proportion of hydrogen to oxygen. 2° Joseph Priestley (1733- 
1804), in 1774, isolated oxygen, and Lavoisier, the father of 
quantitative analysis, had published his list of the elements, 
including hydrogen. While Valle and his instructors struggled 
in — with the subtle phlogiston, a French judge declared: — 


"The Republic has no need of scientists, ">" and, in i794, the 


36. Ibid. For a synthesis of the work of Stevin in the 
science of mechanics, see Abraham Wolf, A History of Science, 
Technology, and Philosophy in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Cen- 


turies (New York, 1935), pp. 219-222; Ernst Mach, The Science of 
Mechanics a Critical and Historical Account of Its Development 


37. AGG, A1.3-12, 12813, 1928. Propositiones. 
38. Ibid. 


39. Quoted in L. L. Woodruff, ed., The Development of the 
Sciences (New Haven, Connecticut, 1941), p. 129. 
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57 
year Valle got his first university degree, Lavoisier went to the 


guillotine. 

Valle concluded his thesis with a discussion of electricity. 
He observed that “electric fluid" was "most subtle," and that it 
contracted and repelled "forces to and from bodies." Valle re- 
peated the thesis of Jean Theophile Desaguliers (1683-1744) that 
certain classes of matter would conduct “electric fluid" and other 
matter, such as glass, would not. Valle mentioned Franklin's con- 
tribution and concluded by suggesting that electricity might be 
converted to the act of healing. /© 


ii 


Valle's expression of the medical efficacy of electricity 
illustrated the influence of a faculty member other than Goico- 


echea. Dr. José Felipe Flores, the last student to receive a de- 
41 


gree in medicine before the University moved to the new capitel, 
had gained world fame. Flores was intensely interested in experi- 
menting with electricity in order to utilize it for medical pur- 
poses. He had performed experiments similar to those run by Luigi 
Galveni (1737-1798), an Italian doctor. To further the study of 


anatomy, Flores had constructed wax models, with removable parts, 


40. AGG, Ail.3-12, 12813, 1928. Propositiones. 
41, Lanning, "Grados," p. 100. 
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58 
of the human body. He was always interested in finding a cure 
for the dread smallpox.” 

But the fame of Flores rested on none of these works. His 
cure for cancer introduced his name to the circles of medical au- 
thorities in Mexico and Europe. After experimentation, Flores 
concluded that the amphibious lizard or newt of Amatitldn, ground 
into meatballs, could be used to cure cancer. He published his 
cure, and a controversy over the merits of the medication ensued 
between scholars in Mexico and Guatemala. The cure was reprinted 
in Madrid, and, prefaced by words of praise, was translated into 
French and Italian. It also attracted the attention of German | 
euetaens According to the times, Flores was not a quack; other 
cases, which appear just as absurd, could be cited. Medical re- 
search, which was progressing in the last of the eighteenth cen- 
tury, was not keeping pace with the imagination and dreams of the 
medical scholars. 


Flores, in 1796, went to Madrid in order to keep abreast of ) 


the experiments with electricity. ’* He became a personal physi- 
cian to Charles IV, and his relationship with the King enabled 


Flores to suggest a medical expedition to America for the purpose 


42, John Tate Lanning, ed., Dr. Narciso Esparragosa y Gallardo 
(Coleccién Historia, II; Caracas, 1953), pp. 14-15. (Hereafter 


Lanning, ed., Esparragosa. ) 
aS. ThtOsncp. 285. 


44, Ibid.; Ramén A. Salazar, Desenvolvimiento intelectual de 
Guatemala (Guatemala, 1897), p. 85. (Hereafter Salazar, Desenvol-— 
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“2 The Balmis expedition sailed 


of vaccinating against smallpox. 
in 1803, and visited the antilles, Mexico, Central America, New 
Granada, Peru, and the viceroyalty of Buenos Aires. 

The departure of Flores was a loss to Guatemala, but the ar- 
rival of a young man from Caracas more than compensated the loss. 


Dr. Narciso Esparragosa y Gallardo became a faculty member at the 


: 
: 


University of San Carlos. If he did not teach Valle, and he prob- 
ably did not, he added to the intellectual enthusiasm that per- 
meated university life while Valle was a student. Later, Valle 

and Esparragosa were so closely associated in their work in the 
audiencia that they had to know each other well. 

Esparragosa arrived in Guatemala soon after 1785. He studied 
under the direction of Flores, and was the first person to receive 
a medical degree (1788) after the University had moved to the site 
of present day Guatemala city. 6 Esparragosa, in 1795, was au- 
thorized to give a course in the principles of surgery. Later, he 
became chief surgeon of the Royal Hospital, and was largely respon- 
sible for the decision to build the first surgical amphitheater | 
in Guatemala. In 1797 and 1798, he earned the praise of his col- 
leagues for removing cataracts by a new surgical method. Better 


known was his invention of a new method of delivering infants 


whose position in the uterus made regular procedure impossible. 


45, Lanning, ed., Esparragosa, p. 15. 
46, Lanning, "Grados," p. 100. 
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60 
Instead of resorting to iron forceps, which could injure the in- 
fant's cranium, Esparragosa used elastic bands of whale bristle 
cloth. 

Esparragosa also played an important part in vaccinating for 
smallpox after the Balmis expedition arrived. In 1815, he pub- 
lished a series of instructions for combating smallpox. He had 
served as protomédico, and when he died, in 1819, he bequeathed 
his personal library to the University.47 

The progressive ideas of Esparragosa, Flores, and Goicoechea 
were complemented by those of Jacobo Villa Urrutia y Salceda, who 
was appointed to the tribunal of the audiencia. Villa Urrutia was 
a Peninsular Spaniard whose head was brimming with ideas for rais- 
ing the standard of living. He was the driving force behind the © 
founding of The Economic Society of Friends of the Country. In | 
the course of a friendly meeting of several of the intellectuals 
the conversation turned to the problems of Guatemala. Among those 
present were Dr. Antonio Garcfa Redondo, liberal member of the | 
faculty of the University, José Felipe Flores, Villa Urrutia, and | 
Goicoechea. Out of this meeting came the idea and the determina- 
tion to establish the Economic eniekaca” On October 21, 1795, 
the crown issued the founding decree. On November 4, 1795, be- 


fore the decree had arrived, the Society celebrated its first pub- 


47, Lanning, ed., Esparragosa, pp. 27-28; Salazar, Desenvol- 
Vimiento, pp. 87-88. 


48, Carlos Martfnez Durdn, "La Sociedad Ecénomica de Amigos 
de Guatemala," Universidad de San Carlos, XXVI (1952), 118. 
; 


csaces 


La so as ne iene. nerdy no neha, onteredit eee apron 


— . eo £ of. m pay P a £ € 2 P ¢ : ™ 1" r e f 
ChW ,LOSOLSG ¥Y BLUE BLLiLV odeosl.1o eeornd yd 


-sniwiatebh end Soe eebl edt.emso getieem eihd td. cue 


re | rere £ eovon leat 


jlext Of. B8ebhi dilw aniantad esw heed sacde beans 


* 


tyd efenw to ehiad 


elves 


<ol ytdantoosy mi d*aq dnsdroame os beysle cela ‘sl 
-iug od ,cleoiml uwbeviais mols ibeoguze eimisd 
ad et xogileme aotvedsios: 10% enctfouizene to" 
boi seuped off ,»Cloivml ,beth en new Sae> .oORs 
1 letevinwU ent of [ee ve 


sEHasOo low) Of:.8 ,Se70L ,seoneitaqer to eeebi eva 
akouriU eLStV ..efocs fie end to Lamwidivw, eng 


« Beli ie ll a an, te ry Ban Peek . P at % a4 
Sf DELLS GOreo s civgi@gah add RAW SH . iniil tes 
A ‘ ge 4 r 7 a) am G 7 %, dn oh ‘ ~ 
i.  sYIRNCY ORS TO Sigelwh to ydetoot oisonogl 
BL BNIOCLLOTHL ons TO Leteved to sactieam yiinet2t 
/ ' — + us g a a “ Ped! gn - a - 7 y 
ws poo he A Ri BMS Bins: TO sais LOO i J J hertsd fe. » 
u _ ‘ . i 4 < a me ae 
ons 10 Touhe® Leted il ,ohaohed elaizsl ofdodmk .. 


fe a 5 & aT di a 
,ser9l4 eqiiel seobl ,ytletev ise 


<2QTE £2 tedodoO a0 e(Jefoce ofmonood sit dali 
2CX\L A tedneved m0. ,eetoeb ait bawo? eed Bea 


ise gest wl Sesewmelso ytletookm erit boviarne bad ees 


Sioorinatatetniatee ft 


meee - 7 zn ¥ f- 
SOnigk Of Bol 
3 - — 
(O21 Ss 


g * 


i aes oa bablaaasaa 


61 
lic junta. The director was Villa Urrutia. The purpose of the 
Society, as stated in its act of incorporation, was "to promote 
and encourage agriculture, industry, arts and crafts, and busi- 
ness of the Kingdom... by means of discussion, demonstration, 
prizes, . . . to improve public education, to banish idleness and | 
to proportion jobs and means of subsistence. .. sien | 


The members of the Society made every effort to achieve the 
goals. In 1796, the Society founded a "spinning school." Each 
student received a specified wage, and to the one who produced 
the most thread, the Society awarded a prize. The Archbishop, 
Juan Féliz de Villegas, Garcfa Redondo, and Francisco Najera, all 
members of the society, purchased seven new spinning wheels with 
their own money. In the course of the same year, the Economic So- 
ciety offered prizes to the "Indian" or "Ladino" who planted and | 
cultivated the most "Chinese cotton." The Society also encouraged 
the cultivation of flax and hemp, "nearly unknown" in Guatemala. 
Pamphlets were published to revive interest in cacao cultivation, 


0 


once a profitable enterprise. Jose Mocifio, a botany teacher, 


and Joseph Longinos Martinez, a naturalist, were encouraged to 
found a museum of natural history, and.a botanical garden. The 


Society paid the expenses. Classes were offered in mathematics 


49, Quoted in ibid., p. 119. 


50. Junta Publica de la Real Sociedad Ecénomica de Amantes 


de la Patria d de Guatemala jceasereds en i2 de diciembre de 179 96 


(Guatemala, 1796), pp. 6-1 (Hereafter J Junta Publica.) 


51. Ibid.; Salazar, Desenvolvimiento, pp. 262-263. 
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and drawing, and in 1798, the Society offered a gold medal for 

the best essay on why Indians should dress and wear shoes like 

the Spaniards did. The prize was won by the eminent Father Matfas 

de Cérdova."* | | 
The enthusiasm of the members of the Society bubbled into 

their writings, and their public juntas. It appeared that there 


was not enough to be done. The Archbishop had entered into the 


work, and Captain General José Domas y Valle, ninety-five years 
old, lent the dignity of his position to the Society when, in 
December, 1796, he presided at the public junta and attended the 
opening of the botanical garden. 

Besides the University and the Economic Society, La Gazeta 
de Guatemala, “one of the most vigilant defenders of enlighten- 
Geen publiched in the colonies -- English or Spanish, "5" arroraed 


the circle of intellectuals a third medium for informing the read-— 


ing public of the latest discoveries and innovations. One section 
| 
of the paper was dedicated to inventions and discoveries, and most | 


of the material was translated from German, English, French, and 


Italian. From the paper, the subscriber could learn the latest | 


52. Flavio Guillen, Un fraile précer y una fdbula poema 
Besse acerca de Fray Matfas de Cordova) (Guatemala, 1932), p. 
249.6 


53. Junta Publica; J. Antonio Villacorta, Historia de la 
Capitanfa General de Guatemala (Guatemala, 1942), p. 269. 
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63 
way Of preserving butter in England, or read about the latest ex- 
periments with electricity in Italy or Philadelphia. Flores sub- 
mitted articles from Spain telling of the experiments of Galvani, 
and of the wax anatomical models that had been constructed in 
Europe. José Celestino Mutis, the famous Spanish botanist, con- 
tributed articles on plant disease.-- 

The men, the institutions, and the pervading intellectual 
vigor all were a part of young Valle's life as a student. Goicoe- 
chea, Flores, and Esparragosa were all on the faculty while Valle 
attended the University. To judge from his later life, Valle must 
have reacted to the prevailing intellectual climate like a dry 
sponge to water. After his teachers had dropped the torch, he 


picked it up and carried it until 1834. 


iii 


After Valle received his degree in philosophy, he began study-_ 
ing law at the University. A candidate for a law degree had to | 
take five specified courses in five yiteien 8 In 1799, Valle re- 


ceived a bachelor's degree in "botn laws" (civil and canon) .?? 


Foods Abid. 
56. Lanning, University, p. 209. 


57. BNH, Tftulos y méritos; Lanning, "Grados," pp. 82, 93; 
Rosa, José Cecilio del Valle, p. 41. 
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At the same time that he was studying law, Valle began learn- | 
ing French, Italian, and English from eee tutors. He also | 
received private instruction in algebra, geometry, and litera- 
ture. sin ) 

Valle also earned the degree of licentiate. No evidence exists 
in connection with the University to show that he received this | 
degree. He was, however, addressed as licentiate, and the con- 
ventions of the times would not allow the title unless it had | 
been earned. Certainly it would not have appeared in official 
correspondence. 

University regulations did not require course work for the a 


licentiate. Getting the degree was a matter of special oral acts 


and examinations. The candidate did have to spend a specified 
time as a graduate student. Four years was the time for law stu- 
dents seeking the licentiate. Other requirements were numerous, 
but the emphasis and er tceai on werdfocused on the ceremony and 
public defense of the thesis. The examination procedure has been 
graphically described elsewhere. To read about the rigors of the 


noche fimebre should be a pleasant tonic for the present day grad-— 


uate student who feels oppressed. There is, of course, nothing | 


' 


in our ceremony today that compares to investiture of the candi- 


date. It is difficult to imagine the rector of the University of 


’ 


: 
: 


58. BNH, Tftulos y méritos; Rosa, José Cecilio del Valle, p. 
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San Carlos, a senior doctor, and four junior doctors, bedecked 
in their academic cai proceeding through the streets on 
horseback to the home of the candidate -- all done to the blare 
of clarions and the roll of drums. This august body escorted 
the candidate to the cathedral where he made a short oration to 
all who were gathered there. The oration completed, the chancel- 
lor told the candidate "in a loud voice" whether he had passed 
or faileat>? 

Armed with three degrees, reading knowledge of four foreign 
languages, and the wealth befitting a creole aristocrat, Valle 
was admirably prepared to compete for positions of distinction 


in colonial government. 


59. Lanning, University, pp. 215-221. 
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Chapter IV 


THE RISE OF YOUNG JOSE DEL VALLE, 
1803-1808 


Old José Domas y Valle retired in 1801, at the rather mature 
age of one hundred. He was succeeded by the Mariscal de Campo | 
Antonio Gonzales Mollineda y Saravia. His tenure of office (1801- 
1811) marked the end of Valle's tranquil and well ordered society. 
Until 1808, when Napoleon ensnared himself in Spanish affairs, 
life in Guatemala proceeded along traditional lines. This last 


period of normality was a very important one for young José del 


Valle. It permitted him to begin his law career, to advance rapid- 


ly in civil administration, and to become recognized as a man of 


ability before the disturbing news of wars and revolutions in 
Spain and the Spanish Empire pushed everyday concerns into the 


background. 


Valle's life during the first four years of the new century 


[66] 
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is very obscure. Except for documents dated in 1799, 1800, and 
1803, no other information is known to exist. None the less, the 
information in these documents provides clues permitting a general 
statement. On February 21, 1799,1 Valle and his two sisters pe- 
titioned the audiencia to appoint a legal guardian (curador ad 
litem) for them. This request suggests that their parents were 
dead. In i800, the Valle children repeated the request. They 
needed a2 legal guardian to defend their interests in a litigation 
involving the sale of a ranch.~ Nothing more about the matter 
was revealed, but in view of the experiences of Valle's father 
in the courts, this case probably caused Valle some anxiety in 
the course of the next few years. 

The second clue to these years appeared in a document dated 
in 1803, and it indicates that Valle spent some of his time study- 
ing for an examination in law. On August 18, he petitioned the | 
audiencia to appoint a committee that should give him the exami- 


nation necessary for practicing before the tribunal of that 


august body. At the same time, he submitted documents showing 
his qualifications, degrees, age, and racial purity. Ten days 
later he paid the required tax (media anata), and soon afterwards 


he took the examination. He was successful, for on September i, 


1. AGG, A1.15, 35435, 4361. Don José C. del Valle solicité 
el nombramiento de curador ad litem, February 21, 1799. 


2. AGG, A1.20, 39013, 4561. José del Valle transpasa un 
poder a José Antonio Solis, para que siga cierta mortusl. Valle's 
other legal representative died. 
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68 
he swore "by God our Father" and vowed with "the sign of the 
cross to defend the mystery of the immaculate conception of Our 
Lady, the Virgin Mary, and to use the office of advocate of the 
royal audiencia well and faithfully. .. 0 Thus he began a 


career in which his knowledge of law was to serve him well. 


ii 


Immediately after Valle passed the law examination, Gonzdlez 
commissioned him to draw up a set of instructions on how to com- 
bat a plague of locust that had befallen Guatemala. This, his 
first publication, was a model of research” 


except for the rather pompous introduction, he wrote clearly and 


concisely. Valle, convinced of the "relationship that must exist 


between the evil and the remedy," explained the habits of the lo- 


cust -- where it laid its eggs, the stages of growth, and the 
general characteristics of a full-grown specimen. Using this 
knowledge as a guide, he drew up a plan of attack that struck at 


the heart of the problem. The work should begin by destroying 


the eggs, which could be found buried an inch or so in the ground. 


3. AGG, A1.47-1, 24915, 2818. Autos del examen de abogado 
de José C. del Valle. Unfortunately the documents showing his 
age, degrees and racial purity were not found. 


4, Valle studied carefully the methods used in 1775 against 
the locust in Spain; he consulted the available national his- 
tories, and ransacked the ponderous recopilaciones of the laws 
of Castile and the Indies in search of information. 
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69 
Plowing the eggs deeper into the ground was the most effective 
way for disposing of them. The second assault should be made on 
the young or unfledged locust. These could be burned, eaten by 
hogs, or trampled by herds of cattle and flocks of sheep. Once 
the insects were full grown, little could be done to dull their 
voracious appetite. 

On October 25, 1803, Valle submitted the instructions for ap- 
proval and publication. They were approved some time after De- | 
cember 9, and the decree of January 7, 1804, ordered publication. | 
The crown attorney (fiscal) of the audiencia praised the work in | 
glowing terms. It was "proof of the talent, exactitude, and solid 
instruction of the young author," who was both "modest and pa- . 
triotic." The "Superior Government" also extended its gratitude | 
to Valle, who had demonstrated the "confidence" placed in nim 


Recognition of this sort must have pointed Valle out as a 


bright young man -- one with a promising future, for Saravia, in 


5. AGG, A1.38.3.4, 655, 23. Imstruccién sobre le plaga de | 
langosta; medios de exterminarla, o de disminuir sus efectos; y ) 
de precaver la escasez de comestibles (1803). This citation is | 
to Valle's manuscript, which was published in 1804. The only | 
differences between the manuscript and the publication were a few © 
corrections, and stylistic changes. (AGG, A1.38.3.4, 22150, 2646; 
BNG, Coleccién Valenzuela.) The reliability of Valle's instruc- 
tion is substantiated by the method used for killing locust, in 
1877, in the United States. (Charles V. Riley, The Locust Plague 


6. AGG, A1.38.3.4, 665, 23; A1.38.3.4, 22150, 2646. 
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1804, asked him to handle some tasks of legal council (asesorfa) 


for the audiencia. At the same time, Valle was acting as relator’ 
in several law cases. in this respect, he suffered the disdain 
felt by new men in a profession, 

On December 3, 1804, he received a note asking him to defend 
one "Dofia Marfa Josefa Ramfrez" in a case pending in the ecclesi- 


u8 


astical court concerning "divorce or nullity of matrimony. She 


was also involved in two other cases pending before the civil tri- 
bumal of the audiencia. Valle was relator for these two cases, 
but he asked to be excused from defending her in this third lit- 
igation. He complained of the enormous amount of work he already 
had to do. He was “overloaded with business of the ieget council" 
that nad to be completed before the departure of the next mail 

for Spain. Too, there were so many other legal matters that de- 
manded “immediate dispaten. "7 Now for a man accustomed to work- 
ing from five o'clock in the morning until eleven o'clock at 

t, 1° 


nigh these excuses appear flimsy. Perhaps the fact that the 


7. A relator was an attorney appointed by the high tribunal 
of the audiencia to draw up briefs of the cases that were to be 
heard. He read them before the court after they were approved 
by the litigants. 


8. AGG, A1.15, 26038, 2867. Sefiora Marfa Josefa Ramfrez, 
sobre que se le nombré de abogado-al Sr. Don Josef Tomas de Ze- 
laya, y otros, December 10, 1804. (Hereafter Ramfrez. ) 


9. Ibid. 


10. Rosa, José Cecilio del Valle, p. 43. 
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71 
woman hed expressed such "little confidence" in his ability?? had 
dampened his spirit. | 

A similar experience occurred a few months later. In 1805, 
the Procurador de los Pobres (a lawyer employed by the audiencia 
to take cases of those who were financially unable to hire Spar: 


was prosecuting a case in behalf of a wretched woman. Valle 


pointed out a mistake concerning legal procedure. If he had not 
noticed it, the mistake would have been detrimental to the de- 
fendant. The Procurador charged Valle with "partiality" in favor 
of the defendant. To Valle, this must have come as a slap in 
the face. In his terse and incisive reply, he wrote that his 
first impulse was to throw the case out of court, without both- 
ering to give any reasons. He then reviewed the case in terms 
phrased to show the ignorance of the Procurador. As for the charge 
of partiality, he "thought of taking the trouble of smashing the 
accusation [Yo pensaba tomarme el trabajo de pulverizar lo que 
expresa]." Instead, he simply "excused eee 

This occurred in June, 1805. The Procurador persisted in 
his efforts in behalf of his client without conceding Valle's in- 


terpretation. By the last of July, Valle was beside himself with 


11. AGG, Ai.i5, 26038, 2867. Ramfrez. 


12. AGG, A1.15, 36409, 4415. Manuela Garcfa demanda dafios 
y perjuicios a Don Julién Gonzdlez. Manuela Garcfa, the plaintiff, 
was blinded by a venereal disease, and she was seeking retribu- 
tion from the man whom she cleimed had transmitted it to her. The 
defendant and the plaintiff had been arrested previously for “con- 
cubinage. " 


mw ; 
12 SVG 
oo 4 Se tale 
4 hk 
DBI = 7 
-~2 3 
- D4, Ww 
sa 4 tum 
Cd alee / ow it 
N JW 
3 . 
At LOW em 4 
6 
: i 
i wk 
w » ai 
wA! iJ a =~ 
! 
a whe Wheel 
= & 
4 
J om 
: wat P 
oT aw ‘ 
met 
7  & — 
Ta 4 
as 4 Ls & 
‘4 


-TeJel enfinom wet si hersvece eone ia 


° 
o 
tr 
Fs 
; 
® 
hb 
oO 
Lo 
4 
‘ 
; 
=4 
3 
Pa 


1 hs > tr aang ~) 
ae) OAS. Owe l year oes Oi » IOGaS 
ba . m 


fveiq Leveorts seed Sed tr. oad digs 


bt + iA shite! oe Mt 
ey Se - Lan a ph * é 
: 7 ; 
a —ige, ae i 
. , As 
Oy 
th 


I Yd Bbexolome teywel @) sendod eee 


oJ sidsgy ylielorantl eter onw geome 


aL 9860 # 
»>SUOsSoortg J i. atinimones eee 


ASS TOGIIT ah Aee Vern OJ wi Shas he, 


Py) 
a 
= 
ta 

“ 
« 
’ 
1 

4 
- 
ir 
i 
ey 
aot, 

&; 
¢ 

° 
% 

J 
. 
S 


by 
4 
z 
”~ 
e4 
£ 
= 
( 
fo 
7) 
A . 
2 
= 
cr 
a 
ro 
ea 
& 
ey 


s Tt) Feegrrncae fa is j : . | 
Cul » a WL A OOL Poin A, - es Loamh at bo 


— i Pert a b. y ¥ 
Sh40LOoyy ortg gtd LBs Fy J fuwods 


; 
t y 
4 
oC 
aly 
= 
yo | 
be 
> 
=e 
al 
a 
: 


rm  & + ° 
: > = ’ t ww ‘S* ve 1 -e ak 3 ¥& 
, 
oe 

\ 

Yan * “ ; 
e's ee Wet: +i La: 
ive rs aes i 


tne 
aon” 


+ *D hong, #5 J, apes . ee 1&0: OF mi yt if 
%  sS8legnot ae bist mol & 
ew os Die ,ot@gerth Leetegey & yw 
Ves is. Ded hemtatis erie wots cow of 


anger. He wrote that it was impossible for him "to view the case 
with indifference, and out of respect for his honor," he asked 
that the case should be handled by another lawyer, who could "dis- 
cuss it with the tranquility," of which Valle was not "capable 
[Yo no soy capaz}. "43 

Whether the complaints against Valle's ability and his in- 
tegrity were justified or voiced by disgruntled plaintiffs can- 
not be established. Valle's work, however, must have impressed 


his superiors, for, on March 12, 1805, they appointed him tempo- 


rary assessor,or legal consultant, for the tribunal of the town 
council. Also in 1805, Captain General Gonzalez expressed his 
faith in Valle's ability by appointing him to serve as a tempo- | 
rary member of a commission for consolidating government of- 


14 


fices, and as Defensor de Obras Pfas. More important was Valle's 


appointment as censor of the La Gazeta. !- | 
Valle's detractors, without eschewing a priori prejudice, 

have pointed out the fact that he was censor. And the position 

of censor, as it was referred to, corresponded roughly to the 


ideas associated with the Inquisition, as described by the un- 


informed who painted the "black legend." Still worse, Valle's 


official biographer, who was kindly disposed toward him, apol- 


13. AGG, Ai.15, 36409, 4415, Manuela Garcfa. 


14, BNH, Tftulos y méritos; Rosa, José Cecilio del Valle, | 
p. 43. } 


15. Ibid.; AGG, A1.39, 1758 (legajo), fol. 43. Libro de 


los mercedes y nombramientos, 1805-1807; A1.40, 4803, 101. 
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(es 
ogized to his readers because Valle had been censor of La Gazeta. 
Rosa stated that 
- - e upon writing a biography of such a noteworthy and extra- 
ordinary man, the fact that he should have merited and accepted 
the confidence of exercising the charge of censor caused me pro- 
found sorrow. ... It is disgusting to see, as a force of the 
institutions of that epoch, a man of high intelligence, who ex- 
ercised the censorship, an office that always has much of the _in- 
gQuisitorial, of the degrading, and of the odious [about itj.16 
The “profound sorrow" was wasted. 

How long Valle exercised the position of censor is unknown. 
It is a fact, however, that, from 1804 until 1807, Simon Bergafio 
y Villegas edited La Gazeta. Bergafio was not an ordinary man. He 
became editor before he was twenty years old, and he had a repu- 
tation of being a poet. A contemporary described him as thin, 
beardless, and crippled in one leg because of a fall from a tree. 
Had Bergafio lived at an earlier date, he would have been the prop- 
er subject for a stake and a fire. 

One of his best known editorials, and one that Valle had to 
approve as censor, was entitled "Delirios patridédticos." Bergafio 
warned his readers that he was crazy ["Yo soy loco"]. But his 


was a curious madness that prompted “very sane expressions." When 


strong fits of delirium seized him, ideas came "with the greatest 


16. Rosa, José Cecilio del Valle, pp. 43-44. 


17. Rodrfguez Beteta, Evolucién, pp. 179-180; Salazar, Desen- 
volvimiento, p. 317. 
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force." In the course of this seizure, he "formed a complete 
plan for putting this Kingdom in the most flourishing state." His 
madness conjured up before his eyes "the continual arrival and 
departure of boats in the Motagua River." Passable roads "were 
built from Trujillo to San Salvador, Gualdn, Sonsonate and Guate- 
mala, and from [there] to the Gulf and even to Mexico." 

The scene of his fantasy changed. In the shops along the 
streets of the capital and the small towns, he saw everything 
necessary for the “comforts of life." The intensity of his de- 
lirium increased. A "magnate had died, and instead of making an 


absurd will or leaving farms in order that some might eat rice 


in milk everyday, or for other purposes of equal utility, he had 
dedicated part of his fortune for the sake of public education, 
endowing a chair of mathematics or establishing a library." The 
seizure reached its peak. Walking the streets of the capital, 
he did not see any "naked Indians, disheartened by unemployment, 


oppression and greed," and the ranchers and merchants who “op- 


to fulfill their iactes. 
Bergafio managed to stay out of serious trouble until he ex- 
pressed his criticism of "sacred oratory." He could remember 


hearing good sermons, but alas, no longer. Now he suffered 


pressed them most" were now prompting the beneficent institutions 
) 


18. Quoted in Ramén A. Salazar, Historia de veintivin afios; la 
independencia de Guatemala (Guatemala, 1928), pp. 88-90. (Here- 


after Salazar, Historia de veintiun afios.) 
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rss a 
through sermons “without method, unction, or energy." ‘These, he | 
thought, fell far short of the desired ends. Ministers who were 
"“plagiarizers" irritated Bergafio, but those who irked him most 
were the ones who, “shouting from the puplit as though possessed 
of a devil," repeated the fearsome warning: "Wicked sinners: Thou | 
who scornest the law of the Lord know that he is preparing for 
thee an eternal hell where thou shalt remain without end, with- 
out end, forever, forever, "19 
This was too much. He was denounced to the Tribunal de la 
Santa Oficia for the sixth time. ~° Only this time his denouncer 
was Archbishop Luis Pefialver yCardenas, who had come to Guatemala 
in 1802.°! at the same time, he denounced La Gazeta for publish- 
ing the editorial. Bergafio was sent to Spain, as a prisoner. “* 
The much offended archbishop, by this time, had resigned and re- 
tired to Cuba, where he died in 1811.°3 Had he lived a year long- 


er, he doubtless would have been chagrined, to say the least, 


when he learned that Bergafio had turned up in Cuba as co-editor 


19. Quoted in ibid., p. 93. 
woS! Tetras; ps097. 
| 


21. Jaurros, Compendio, I, 212. 
| ) 
22. José Toribio Medina, La imprenta en Guatemala (1660-1821) 


(Santiago, Chile, 1910), p. 340. (Hereafter Medina, La imprenta.) 
Rodrfgues Beteta, Evolucién, pp. 181-182. 


23. Medina, La imprenta, p. 529. 7 
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of El Patriota Americano. 2+ 

Since Valle was censor all or part of these years, he easily 
could have prohibited such publications -- had he so desired, The 
truth is that Bergafio and Valle saw eye to eye on the basic prob- 
tems affecting the welfare of Guatemala, if not on religion, Con- 
cerning the controversial subject of trade and commerce, Valle, 
in 1803, was an exponent of free trade. He wrote that the King- 
dom of Guatemala covered an extensive area, embracing districts 
and provinces of very different topography and climate. Each 
province had an abundance of some product peculiar to the en- 
vironment. For the well-being of the colony, it was important 
that the provinces exchange their products freely. The "propor- 
tional distribution of the abundance among the provinces" could 
only be accomplished by "free trade." This was "the simple prin- 
Ciple to which economic science had been reduced, after having 
experienced the sacrifices caused by the mania of subjecting it 
to all the regulations of an unenlightened policy." Ifa 
farmer is absolutely prohibited from exchanging or selling his 
grain, its cultivation will be reduced to the necessary consump- 
tion of his poor family. The number of ears will correspond to 
that of his children. If he is permitted to trade with the fam- 
ilies of the village, he will cultivate more grain. If the free- 
dom is further extended to include the other villages of the dis- 
trict, the crops will multiply in the same proportion. ... Fi- 


nally freedom will be gradually extended from district to dis- 
trict, and from province to province.25 


24. Rodrfguez Beteta, Evolucién, pp. 181-182. 


25. AGG, A1.38.3.4, 665, 23. Langosta. 
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bai 
Why did Valle not carry his dialectic two steps farther and 


advocate free intercolonial trade and free world trade? Because 


those two steps went against royal economic policy. He did not 


wish to antagonize the authorities. He always maintained that 
prudence was a virtue. Besides, any person capable of reading 
and understanding what Valle had written could supply the missing 
steps from his own mind. 

How did Captain General Gonzdlez react to Valle's liberal 
ideas and those that Valle permitted to be published in La Gazeta? 
It happened that Gonzdlez was intimately acquainted with the pa- 
per. its business was "managed before his eyes in his secre- 
tariat, "2° and he praised it. The only official who appears to 
have disapproved of La Gazeta was the Archbishop. Since Peflalver 
left Guatemala secretly,“ it cannot be claimed that his views 


were extremely popular. 


111 


Gonzalez continued promoting Valle to other responsible po- 
sitions. In February, 1806, Valle assumed the duties of assessor 
of the Royal Consulado (merchant guild) of Guatemala. A year 


later, he was named crown attorney for the artillery and engineer- 


26. Medina, La imprenta, pp. 340-341. 


27. duarros, Compendio, I, 212. 
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78 
ing corps, and the following year he became assessor for the same 
corps. The same year (1808) the convent of Santo Domingo in 
Guatemala City appointed him legal advisor. In addition to these 
duties, he found time to perform tasks in the royal treasury. ©8 
Except for his work in the consulado, no records are known to 
exist showing what he did in these capacities. 

The consulado, patterned after those in Spain, was founded 
in 1794, “in order to facilitate the settlement of the affairs 
of merchants, in a very summary fashion, by which means they will 
be relieved of the molestations of litigants and cease to suffer 
long delays. "*? Thus their important function was to serve as a 
court for cases involving commerce. The office of the consulado 
was located in Guatemala City, but its jurisdiction extended 
throughout the captaincy general. 

Valle served as assessor of the consuldo until 1811. He 
dealt mostly with cases of breach of contract, disputed sales, 
and payment of debts. One case is noteworthy, not because of the 
legal dispute, but because it affords a glimpse of his personal 
life, which has been nearly obscured by the lack of evidence. In 
a dispute over a certain amount of indigo, a man named Juan Pedro 


de Lara y Peinada was the judge. His decision was regarded by 


. BNH, Titulos y méritos; Rosa, José Cecilio del Valle, 
pe. 43. | 


29. Quoted in Robert S. Smith, "Origins of the Consulado of 
= rope Hispanic American Historical Review, XXVI (February, 
1946), 156. 
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79 
the prosecution as being prejudiced in favor of the defendant, 
and “intimate friend." Lara's decision rested on Valle's legal 
views of the case. When informed of this, the complaining liti- 


gant cried foul, and he claimed that Valle could not discuss the 


case Objectively, because he had been a "pupil of Lara" and was 


mow living in a house belonging to Lara -- "without paying any 
rent. n 30 

Whether Valle had studied under Lara and lived without charge 
in one of Lara's houses is impossible to say. But if he did get 
free lodging for his two sisters and himself, it is certainly a 
comment on his resourcefulness. That he was prejudiced is highly 
unlikely. Should Valle have shown prejudice in this case, or any 
other, he would have been reminded of it so often and so rudely, 
after 1820, that some evidence besides that of a disgruntled lit- 


c 


igant would be available today. 


iv 


From 1803 until 1808, Valle advanced rapidly and became ac- 
quainted with many of the different functions of colonial govern- 
ment. It is impossible to determine who his friends were, and 
if they were instrumental in his rise. He was a member of the 


intellectual circle that included such men as Goicoechea, Esparr- 


30. AGG, A1.5.7, 2411, 18341, Entre Don Pedro José de Garriz 
y la testamentarfa de Dn. José de Biedna sobre treinta y quatro 
tercios de tinta, y otros acreedores (August, 1806). 
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80 
agosa, Garcfa Redondo, Matfas de Cérdova, and Bergafio. 


After the Economic Society was abolished, La Gazeta and the 
University were the chief means of spreading progressive ideas. 
Valle contributed to La Gazeta, 2+ but his articles were written 
over a pseudonym, and it is impossible to identify them. There 
were a number of men in Guatemala who could have written any of 
the articles save those on medicine. At this early date, Valle 
had not published enough to permit identification by comparison. >* 


To use ideas that he expressed at a later date, as a key to the 


identity, requires more speculation than history should permit. 


it is certain that the intellectual enthusiasm, so much a 
part of the last decade of the eighteenth century, continued 
throughout the first decade of the nineteenth with the blessings 
of Captain General Gonzalez. Valle was counted among the youdner 
generation of the intellectual circle, and he was only one among 

others who was beginning the climb toward success. Judging by 
babs promotions rather than the complaints, Valle must have been 


Capable, and his capacity continued to be recognized. 


31. Salazar, Desenvolvimiento, p. 318. 


32. According to Rosa (José Cecilio del Valle, p. 49) Valle 
published an article on jurisprudence some time before 1814. The 
writer was unable to locate the article. 
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Chapter V 


FROM ROYAL ABSOLUTISM TO CONSTITUTIONAL MONARCHY, 
1808-1812 


Valle was surrounded, until 1808, by things that he knew 
and respected. in the course of the short walk from his home to 
the plaza, he passed the convent of Santo Domingo, saw the cathe- 
dral, and the palace of the captain general. The buildings were 
new, but the institutions were old and enduring -- they were 
things that could not and should not be undone in a day. Certain- 


ly, change was necessary. "The world is on the move and will not 
1 
“i 


The English colonists in America had made a great 


turn back. 
change, and the French had begun their epic struggle to differen- 
tiate democracy and anarchy. This manner of change, to Valle, 

was "violent" and “obstreperous." "Peaceful, measured and tran- 


quil" transition from one step to another was the roseate picture 


i. HH. H. Valle, ed., Valle, p. 129. 
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82 
etched in Valle's mind , but his fancy and the hard facts did not 
coincide. The Corsican lad, who never found his way home from 
military school, larded the skids laid by Spanish and creole in- 
tellectuals, and the Empire was dashed against the rock of revo- 
lution. 


In Europe, Bonaparte was trying to fashion a "continental 


system" that should force England, his most trying enemy, to make 


peace on his terms. If the system were to work, intercourse be- 
tween Portugal and England had to be stopped. But to get at Port- 
ugal, his armies had to cross Spanish territory. Conditions at 
the Spanish court, however, permitted an easy solution to this 
problem. On the throne sat Charles IV, the timid. His queen was 
Maria Luisa, the sensuous. Prince Ferdinand, a conceited and ob- 
noxious braggart in his early twenties, was their heir. The ac- 
tual ruler of Spain was Manuel Godoy, loved by the queen, pro- 
tected by the king, and envied by the heir. Such circumstances 
made it easy for Bonaparte, in 1795, to render Spain subservient. 
In 1807, it was equally easy for him to make a treaty that per- 
mitted French troops to cross Spain in order to subdue Portugal. 
While this treaty was being negotiated, Prince Ferdinand 


was conspiring against Godoy. Charles IV discovered the plot and 
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83 
had his son thrown in jail. Father and son both appealed to 
Bonaparte, requesting him to arbitrate their differences. This 
afforded Bonaparte an opportunity to affect his grand treachery, 
and Spain soon became a French barracks. 

The presence of a foreign army caused resentment among the 
Spanish people, who blamed the king and Godoy. Ferdinand espoused 
this popular view. At length, on March 17, 1808, the resentment 
imspired an assault on Godoy's palace in Aranjuez. Two days later 
the violence was repeated, and Godoy was wounded. Charles IV, to 
prevent more violence and bloodshed, abdicated the throne, and 
his son became Ferdinand VII.2 Soon Charles, sorry for his hasty 
action, tried to enlist the efforts of Bonaparte to regain the 
crown. On the pretext of meditating between the rivals, Bonaparte 
invited Charles and Ferdinand VII to Bayonne, on the French fron- 
tier. There he persuaded them to renounce all claims to the Span- 
ish throne. Meantime, on May 2, fighting broke out against the 
French in Madrid. The Spanish war for independence had begun. 

On May 17, 1808, the French foreign minister, Champagny, 
sent a dispatch from Bayonne to the viceroy of New Spain, inform- 
ing him that the "royal family" had renounced the throne and had 
"ceded it, with all its rights, to His Majesty, the Emperor of 


the French." Sophistically, the emperor guaranteed "the inde- 


pendence of Spain, [and] the integrity of her territory." It was 


3. For documents informing Guatemala of this fact, see AGG, 
Bi.1, 71621, 1; Boletfin, III (1938), 325-326. 
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also Bonaparte's wish that Spain should recover “her ancient 


splendor and luster." To this end, he had called to the throne 


"his brother Joseph Napoleon, "4 


The viceroy of New Spain, José Iturrigaray, sent to Captain 


General Gonzdles, in Guatemala, a copy of this letter and a per- 
sonal note, saying that "the entire people of this capital and 
Other places .. . clamor without cease for the defense of the 
sacred rights of His Majesty and the royal family."2 This in- 
formation arrived in Guatemala on August 13, 1808, and at six 
o'clock, the same day, Gonzdlez called a meeting of his ministers. 
After he related the contents of the dispatch, it was decided to 
hold a general meeting, on the following day, of all the principal 
authorities in the capital.® 

On August 14, 1808, in the palace of the captain general, 
Gonzalez called the junta to order. In attendance were the min- 
isters of the audiencia, the archbishop, members of the town coun- 
cil, the rector of the University, representatives from several 
convents, and the officials of the consulado. in reference to 
the abdication, the crown attorney of the audiencia, José Idfiez, 
Said that the abdications “were null because they had been ob- 


tained by force, in enemy territory, and in the midst of bayonets." 


4. AGG, A1.2.2, 15733, 2187. Libro de cabildos de Guate- 
mala, afio 1808. The dispatch is tucked away in records of the 
| town council. 


5. Laudelino Moreno, "Guatemala y la invasidén napolednica 
de Espafia," Anales, VII (1930), 6. Moreno wrote his article from 
documents found in the Archive of the Indies in Seville, Spain. 


6. Ibid. 
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This was the sentiment of the junta, and it adopted the policy 
of non-recognition of Joseph Bonaparte's government, swearing its 


loyalty to the "legitimate sovereign," Ferdinand VII.7 


In Spain, the revolt spread from Madrid to the rest of the 


nation, and Bonaparte soon had a full-scale war on his hands. The 


Spanish people, in order to carry on the war against the intruder, 


formed juntas, or governing bodies, in several places. After a 
short time, the local juntas began to unite to form the Junta 


Central. 


This body acted as the supreme authority during the 


first years of Ferdinand's enforced absence. © 
In September, 1808, against a background of drum rolls, Cap- 
tain General Gonzalez read Guatemala's declaration of war against 


France. A few days later precautionary measures were taken 


against possible subversive activity by French citizens living 


in the Kingdom or by French agents sent to America.” Further to 


aid the Spanish cause, Gonzalez initiated a public subscription 


for a donativo partidtico y yoluntario. 1° And on December 12, 


while the homeland was engaged in a death struggle and while Ferdi 


Po imid.. p. 7; AGG, Al.23, 2317, 273. Declaracién y 
pronuncamiento de las autoridades civiles, eclesidsticas, y mili- 
tares sobre que no reconocen ni reconocerdn en tiempo alguno la 
abdicacién de Fernando VII (August 14, 1808). 


8. Chapman, Spain, pp. 492-493. 


9. AGG, Bi.1, 4, 1. Lista de los emisarios'o agentes del 
infame gobierno francés, destinado para este Reyno de Guatemala. 


10, Moreno, "Guatemala y la invasidn ——— en Espafia, " 
Anales, VII (1930), i2 
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86 
nand was enjoying the comforts of Prince Tallyrand's estate in 
France, a celebration was held in Guatemala in honor of the Span- 
ish monarch. To commemorate the event, a pamphlet entitled "Guate 
mala por Fernando Séptimo" was publishea./1 

By January 24, 1809, Guatemala had learned of the installation 
of the.Junta Central. On that day, the town council recognized 


this new supreme authority. The audiencia, the consulado, and 


the archbishop did the same the following week.12 The recognition 


of the Junta, the declaration of war, and the celebration in honor 
of Ferdinand illustrated the feeling of outrage against the French 
and the loyalty of the Kingdom of Guatemala to the home govern- 
ment. On the surface it appeared that nothing had changed -- 
except that the bonds of loyalty were stronger. A small group 

of liberals made appearances deceiving. 

To the members of the town council, loyalty was predicated 
more on future relations than on those of the past. Ina dis- 
patch to the Junta Central, the town council registered an un- 
€quivocal protest against past colonial policy. The Junta was 
“surely going to proscribe the system of government .. . inspired 
by certain timorous politicians who, from their desks in Europe, 
picture these regions so badly, and fill the minister and council 


{of the Indies] with distrust." Since the time of the discovery, 


Ai. Medina, La im renta, p. 490. 


12. Moreno, "Guatemala y la invasidén napolednica in Espafia, " 
Anales, VII (1930), 13. 
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87 
according to the town council, the Americas had suffered the "in- 
famy" of being considered as a "violent part of the monarchy, 
eager to break the bonds" between them and Spain. That the "Span- 
ish spirit" had been debased in Guatemala was absurd. None the 


less, this false assumption had caused the creoles to be "excluded 


from the government" in favor of men who were, "for the most part, 


without the knowledge necessary" for their positions. 3 


How regrettable ... are the consequences that such a system has 
brought. It has been the reason that the Emperor of Spain has 
lived until now persuaded that, in order to maintain and preserve 
the American Spain, it is necessary to rule it with an iron scep- 
tor -- that it suits to keep her in ignorance, and that it is a 
duty to exalt, in these remote places, the public authority to 

the extreme that it does not hear the sensible complaints that the 
people of the New World hurl up from the depth of oppression.1 


After such treatment, what was Guatemala's reaction in the 
Spanish hour of need? What preserved the union between Spain and 


the Kingdom of Guatemala? Not the "harshness, oppression and 


contempt" meted out by Spanish officialdom. "American fidelity" 


and the people's "love of the monarch" were the reactions. How 
"“prodigiously these people will work under a just and paternal 
government. "19 

Generally, the discontent voiced by the town council illus- 
trated the strong resentment in the colonies. In several places, 


Americans took advantage of the situation in Spain and declared 


Ibid., PPe 14-15. 
144. Ibid. 
i» ibid, 
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88 
independence. In Guatemala the long complaint by the town council 
was smothered by the feeling of "fidelity" and "love for the mon- 

“ When the "paternal government" was forced out by a vin- 
dictive monarch, the populace of Guatemala, with few exceptions, 


accepted the change quietly. 


ii 


For a short time, it appeared that the "happy epoch" had 
arrived for the Spanish colonies. The representatives in the 
Junta Central were liberal in their views. They declared, on 
January 22, 1809, that the "vast and valuable dominions that Spain' 
possessed in the Indies were "not properly COLONIES nor COMMERCIAL 
ESTABLISHMENTS [FACTORIAS], but AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE SPANISH 
MONARCHY." Consequently, “His Majesty" had been so kind as to de- 
clare that these dominions "should have immediate national repre- 
sentation... and form part of the Junta Central, #?® 

The method of choosing representatives was a curious combi- 
nation of election and lottery. The town council of each district 
seat of government was "to name three individuals of known hon- 
esty, talent, and instruction, free of all that might detract 
from him" in the eyes of the public. After "the election" of the 
three men, the town council should select by lot one of the three. 


The one chosen should then go to the capital for the grand lottery. 


16. Boletfn, III (1938), 380-381. 
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89 
From the men selected by the town councils, the members of the 
audiencia and the captain general (real acuerdo) were "to elect 
three" whom they considered best qualified. Then by drawing lots, 
the members of the audiencia, under the supervision of the cap- 
tain general, were to choose Guatemala's representative to the 
Junta. ?? 

On April 30, 1809, the town councils of the various districts 
were informed of this royal order for elections. 1° Elections be- 
gan immediately. The town councils of Leén, Tegucigalpa, San 
Vicente, and Sonsonate elected José del Valle in the initial elec- 
tion, and in the lottery, each chose his name.19 This was an 
honor and a credit to his ability, and, aspiring as he was, it 
appears strange, at first glance, that he should have refused to 


accept the voters' mandate and the fortune of "blind luck, "7° 


17. Ibid. Besides the document, the above is the only cor- 
rect account of the election procedure in Spanish or English. If 
the reader is confused by the instructions, imagine the position 
of the officials who had to follow them. Finally the Junta Cen- | 
tral sent out a new procedure, but they arrived after most of the 
elections had been celebrated (Boletfn, III [1938], 384). 


18. Boletfn, III (1938) ,380-381; Medina, La imprenta, p. 489. 


19. AGG, Ali, 4347, 37. This legajo contains the answers 
from the various town councils informing the Neal acuerdo of the 
person elected, his qualifications, and his age. as already noted, 
Valle's age was stated in one place as thirty, and in another as 
thirty-five. Valle's record (BNH, Tftulos y méritos) state only 
that he was elected. . 


20. One writer suggested that the elections were not complete 
ly honest. There were complaints of irregularities, but the town 
councils were confused by the instructions. Perhaps their con- 
fusion was the cause for the irregularity. (Salazar, Historia de 


yeintivn afios, p. 117.) 
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90 
On October 9, 1809, he wrote that he "was not insensible to 
an honor so great," but such a position, which "perhaps would 
flatter the vanity of others," caused him no "illusion" concerning 


his own ability. He had always thought of himself with "modesty," 


and he had “no reason for varying this opinion." These were 


“critical times" for the Spanish government, and he confessed 
that he was “incapable of filling even the smallest part of a po- 


sition so important," as that of representative to the Junta Cen- 


tral. He thought that "this sole consideration" was reason enough 


for his resignation, but he added the "weakness" of his "consti- 


tution," and the responsibility of caring for his two sisters 


helped to fix his aecision, ~- 


Eleven months were required for.the completion of the elec- 


tions in Guatemala. By the time the representatives to the Junta 


Central were chosen, political changes in Spain obviated the 
necessity of their attendance. The Junta had fled before French 
troops from Seville to Cadiz. There, in January, 1810, it ap- 


pointed a regency of five men who were to make preparations for 


-ealling a cortes or legislative body. Thereupon the Junta re- 


signed. ~~ 


On February 4, 1810, the Council of the Regency decreed that 


elections for a representative cortes should be held in Spain and 


21. AGG, A1.1, 4347, 37. 


22. Chapman, Spain, pp. 492-493; AGG, A1.3-25, 13293, 1963. 
Nota de remisién al claustro de la universidad de los documentos 
relativos a la instalacién de la junta de regencia de Espafia e 
Indias, afio 1810, 
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91 
America. The cortes was to be a constituent congress. The elec- 
tion procedure was nearly the same as that noted for the Junta 


Central. Each town council, which elected a deputy, was to draw 


up a list of instructions for their representative. | 


The decree was published in Guatemala as early as May 2, and 
the captain general acknowledged the arrival of the electoral in- 
structions on June 4.23 It appeared that the Americans were to 
have equal representation, but this was not true. The liberals 
and conservatives in Spain realized that equal representation 
would permit the Americans to control the cortes, and they rigged 
the election procedure in favor of Peninsular Spaniards." 

Nevertheless, Guatemala took advantage of its first oppor- 
tunity to assist in a supreme governing body. Elections began 
immediately. On July 24, 1810, the province of Guatemala elected 
Doctor Antonio Larrazdabal, the best known of the representatives 
from the captaincy general. The town council gave Larrazébal a 
temporary set of instructions, and he set out for Jalapa, in New 
Spain, where, in February, 1811, he was awaiting transportation 
to Spain. He arrived at Cdédiz on August 17, and on August 25 he 
took the oath of office.*? ‘The cortes had been in session since 


September 24, 1810. Thus Larrazdbal, like the other Americans, 


23. Medina, La imprenta, p. 504; Boletfn, III (1938), 470. 
24. Chapman, Spain, p. 493. 
25. Boletfn, III (1938), 479, 482, 489, 499-500. 
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92 
contributed little to the constitution promulgated by the cortes 
in March, 1812. 


421 


Within three years, a liberal constitution had replaced an 
absolute monarch. The Spanish colonies, for the first time in 
nearly three hundred years, were to have a voice in government. 
In Guatemala, the sudden change evoked two general opinions: loy- 
alty to the royal family, and criticism of past colonial policy. 
Expressions and demonstrations of loyalty appeared sincere. The 
criticism voiced by the town council called for a happier future 
under & paternal government. No suggestions were made that rev- 
olution should be the alternative. 

There is little evidence to show what Valle thought about 
events in Spain and the changes that had occurred. He refused an 
opportunity for election to the Junta Central because he was "“in- 
capable" of serving in such “critical times," and was in ill 
health. To suggest that he lacked faith in the political state 
is to court criticism. But in view of Valle's future action, when 


he had to make a decision, that suggestion appears valid. 
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Chapter VI 


A LIBERAL AND A REACTIONARY, 
1814-1820 


While the deputies in the cortes were grappling with con- 
stitutional problems, the stage was set in Guatemala for the final 


decade of the colonial regime. The decade began in freedom under 


the rule of the constituent cortes, and it ended in freedom under 


a constitutional monarchy. The story of the intervening years 

is one of revolt and oppression. These were the years that wit- 
nessed the split between liberal and conservative, still discern- 
ible today. 

These were also critical years for José del Valle. They 
provide the ammunition for those who have accused him of being 
an opportunist -- of working both sides of the street in search 
of the better bargain. The charge is not without justification. 
But the evidence for the detractors and the defenders of Valle, 
when it has been presented, has never been examined within the 


confines of one work. 
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| 
t The decade opened with a sign ominous for the Kingdom of 
Guatemala. Word from New Spain arrived in January, 1811, telling 


of Hidalgo's famous Grito de Dolores.? 


The town council, which 
had shown its disaffection for past colonial policy, was not ready 
to subscribe to violence. Neither did it condemn Hidalgo -- it 
approved a motion requesting that the captain general offer to 
arbitrate the differences between the hostile parties. 

How Captain General Gonzdlez answered the request is unknown, 
but there is no reason to believe that he was in sympathy with it. 
Gonzélez had worked well with the town council, and he, himself, 
had tried to introduce greater efficiency in government and to 
increase the prosperity of the Kingdom. Within the bounds of 
Spanish law, he was progressive in his thinking. He could not 
countenance revolution. He was a general officer in the Spanish 
army, and his loyalty to the crown was illustrated by his death 
at the hands of the same insurgents with whom the town council 


hed asked him to arbitrate. - 


1. Father Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla, parish priest of the 
town of Dolores, in New Spain, on September 16, 1810, began the 
revolt against Spanish authority that did not succeed until 1821. 
Hidalgo was captured and executed in i811. 


2. Salazar, Historia de veintilm afios, pp. 134-135. 


3. Lucas Alamdn, Historia de Méjico (5 vols., Mexico, i1849- 
1852), III, 324-325. . 
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After the Council of Regents ordered Gonzdlez to New Spain 
¢o fight the insurgents, it appointed José de Bustamante y Guerra 
as captain general of Guatemala. He assumed the position on 


March 14, 1811.” 


His record offered little hope to the liberal 
town council that he would honor any request, which conceded a 
point to those bent on destroying the Spanish Empire. 

Most of Bustamante's fifty-two years had been dedicated to 
serving the crown. At seventeen, incredible enough, he was a 
naval brigadier (equivalent in rank to a rear admiral). At twenty 
one, he was second in command of a scientific expedition that cir- 
cumnavigated the world. In 1796, Charles IV appointed him governor 
and military commander of Montevideo; the following year he helped 
to drive off a hostile English fleet. Eight years later, as com- 
mander of a convoy carrying four million pesos in gold to Spain, 
he was captured by an English fleet, and lost his precious cargo. 
After the English released him, a Spanish investigating committee 
Cleared him of any responsibility for the disaster, and in 1810, 
he was assigned to duty in Guatemala. Because of his efforts to 


preserve Guatemala as a part of the Spanish Empire, he earned the 


- Pedro Torres Lanza, ed., Independencia de América, fuentes 

para su estudio. Catdlogo de documentos conservados en el Archivo 
General de Indias de Sevilla (6 vols., Madrid, 1912), II, 483. 
Hereafter Independencia de América. ) 
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reputation, among the liberals, as a "tyrant. "9 

Bustamante was ably assisted by the new archbishop, Ramén 
Casaus y Torres, who arrived in Guetemala on July 24, 1811. Casaus 
was born in Spain in 1765. At the age of fourteen, he joined the 
Dominican order. Several years later, he went to New Spain where 
he finished his theological studies. Before coming to Guatemala, 
he was bishop of deweebae On May 13, 1811, Casaus wrote to the 
town council in Guatemala, informing the officials of his appoint- 
ment, and, by June 24, he had journeyed as far as Tapana, on the 
Mexican frontier, when heavy rains prevented travel. From Tapana 
he sent a circular, published in Guatemala, exhorting the populace 
not to follow “the example of the Mexican revolutionaries. "" 

The revolutionaries, and especially Hidalgo, never had a more 
bitter enemy than Casaus. In Mexico, Casaus had accepted the task 
of impugning Hidalgo's manifesto. He spent eight days composing 


the long anathema, noteworthy because it showed the thinking of 


5. Information about Bustamante's life was gathered from 
the following sources. José Berestain y Souza, Biblioteca hispan 
enerican © © catdlogo y noticias de los Literatos que Oo nhacidos, % 


eae SS 


dado’ @ luz algun escrito, o lo han = aaaciinae preparado para la prensa 
3 vols., | Mexico, 1816), I, 199. (Hereafter eis ne Sores: 
hispan ano-americano. ) Juarros, Compendio, II, 10; Salazar, Historia 
de veintiun afios, pp. 138-139; Ricardo Levene, Historia de ia 
Macion argentina (desde los origenes hasta la organizacién defini- 
tivos en 1862) (10 vols., Buenos Aires, 1936-1941), IV, 314, V, | 
392-394; Medina, La imprenta, p. 515 


6. Berestain, Biblioteca hispano-americano, I, 263-264, 


7- Boletfn, III (1938), 492; Medina, La imprenta, p. 518. 
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97 
the man who not only was very influential in Guatemala but who 
also was a good friend of José del Valle. Casaus addressed Hi- 
dalgo: 

Impudent and sacriligeous sophist: I have viewed with horror thy 
manifesto, in which thou hast intended to reveal to the Catholic 
Church thy scorn for its spiritual powers, ... with a dozen 
Childish antitheses; with four sentences copied almost literally 
from the impious and bloody Raynal, an author as pernicious as 
irreligeous; with the insolence of an Erostratus, who seeks fame 
by robbing and desecrating the temples; with the same effrontery 
and contradiction with which Luther responded to the anathema of 
the Church of Jesus Christ .. . thou hast sought, in that mani- 
festo of accumulations of delirium, to deceive, cheat, pervert, 
amd to seduce the candor of the people, and to disturb the faith 
of all classes and castes.8 

After subjecting Hidalgo's parentage to suspicion, the angry 


Casaus excommunicated Hidalgo. 


ii 


Within a few months after their arrival, Bustamante and 
Casaus were confronted with local uprisings that might have had 
independence as an ultimate goal. The trouble began in the city 
of San Salvador. The leader of the revolt was Father José Matfas 
Delgado, local curate. Working with him were his two brothers, 
four nephews, and four cousins. One of the nephews was Manuel 
José Arce, first president of the Federation of Central America. 

- ‘The political objectives of the revolt are left partly in 


doubt, because all copies of Delgado's proclamation appear to 


8. Quoted in Salazar, Historia de veintilin afios, pp. 149-150. 
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98 
have been lost. A refutation by another priest, however, showed 
that the insurgents claimed allegiance to Ferdinand VII, but re- 
fused to recognize the government ruling in his name. Since it 
was a common practice throughout the Spanish colonies to accuse 
persons taking the position of being partisans of the French, Del- 
gado disclaimed any sympathy for the Bonapartes. Allegiance to 
the king and a disavowal of the Spanish cortes and the French were 
the tactics of those seeking independence elsewhere in the col- 
onies. The king, a captive, had expressed disapproval of the 
Junta Central and the cortes. Yet he was not free to command. 
This peculiar turn of events permitted those disposed favorably 
toward independence to declare against existing authority in the 
name of the monarchy. Since the king could not rule, the inde- 
pendents ruled themselves. Whether this is what Delgado had in 
mind is not certain, but his actions suggested the familiar pat- 
tern until he was stopped. 

On November 5, 1811, the insurgents seized arms and ammuni- 
tion from a local arsenal, 200,000 pesos from the royal treasury, 
and deposed Antonio Gutiérrez de Ulloa. Delgado became governor, 
and several neighboring towns supported him. Most of the prov- 
ince, however, pledged its loyalty to the royal government and de- 
nounced the revolt as a sacrilege. Soon isolated, the insurgents 
‘Surrendered, and Bustamante authorized a general amnesty. The 
‘former governor was replaced, and Casaus sent several priests to 


quiet the people and to warn against further revolt. ? 


9. For accounts of the revolt in San Salvador, see Bancroft, 
History of Central America, III, 12-13; Francisco Gavidia, His- 
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Bustamante scarcely had disposed of the trouble in San Salva- 
dor when a more serious revolt broke out in the province of 
Nicaragua. in Ledén, on December 13, 1811, amid the celebration 
of a religious holiday, shouts of “Down with the Spaniards," and 
"Death to José Salvador," the local governor, were heard. The 
leaders are unknown, but their objectives appeared to be confined 
to the removal of José Salvador. A new government was organized, 
and Bishop Garcfa Jerez assumed control. He immediately began to 
work for a conciliation with authorities in Guatemala, and re- 
stored order. Bustamante removed José Salvador, and again granted 
@ general amnesty. 

On December 22, 1811, the trouble in Ledén spread to Granada, 
where the inhabitants gathered and demanded the retirement of all 
Spanish officials. The authorities fled to neighboring villages, 

' and Bustamante sent 1000 troops to restore order. Unlike the in- 


surgents in Leén, those in Granada refused a proffered amnesty and 


resolved to defend their position. In April, 1812, royal forces 


| @pproached the city. After a brief exchange of fire, the insur- 
: gents decided to surrender. Representatives of the hostile forces 


“hela a parley, and the royal commander guaranteed that none of the 


| Soria moderna de El Salvador (San Salvador, 1918), pp. 74-75; 
Francis Merriman Stanger, "The Struggle for Nationality in Central 
| America" (unpublished doctoral dissertation, University of Cali- 
fornia, 1930), pp. 36-41. (Hereafter Stanger, "Struggle for Na- 
| tionality.") Laudelino Moreno, "Independencia de la Capitanfa 
General de Guatemala" (Asociacién Espafiola para el Progreso de la 
Ciencia de Cédiz, seccién 6a; Madrid, 1927), pp. 26-27. (Hereafte 
Moreno, "Independencia. ") 
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| participants in the uprising would suffer punishment. After the 


troops had invested the city, Bustamante, who had not authorized 


: the amnesty, ordered the arrest and prosecution of the insurgents. 
The proceedings lasted several years. Sixteen of the prison- 
ers were sentenced to death, nine were committed to the chain 
gang for life, and 133 received various terms of hard labor. Those 

condemned to die did not suffer that penalty. Instead they were 
sent to Spain. Those remaining, who were still alive, were re- 
leased in 1817.19 

These uprisings appear to have been inspired more by local 

grievances than by any desire for independence, ?+ While many 
liberals were doubtless disaffected by the conditions that brought 
on the revolts, the want of popular support showed that few were 
ready to accept violence as the method best suited for correcting 


abuses. 


1ii 


The method that appealed most to the liberals of Guatemala 
was found in the Spanish constitution, promulgated by the cortes 


on March 19, 1812. In Guatemala the constitution was published 


10, Stanger, "The Struggle for Nationality," pp. 41-45; 
“Moreno, "Independencia," pp. 27-28; Pedro Zamora Castellanos, El 


grito de independencia (Guatemala, 1935), pp. 58-61. 


11. Stanger, "The Struggle for Nationality" places heavy em- 
phasis on the importance of local grievances as opposed to inde- 
pendence. Zamora (El grito de independencia) has discussed both 
Sides of the question. 
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on September 24. That was a memorable day. The "pomp and splen- 


dor" that attended the occasion was considered as one of the "most 


beautiful spectacles," and one of the most “expressive scenes." 


| Te Deums were sung in all the churches, salutes were fired, and 


the populace gathered at the palace to hear the formal announce- 


ment. 12 Hereafter, March 19 was to be a national holiday. ?3 


The constitution did not extend equal representation to the 


colonies, but it did provide for improvement of local government. 


It specified that new town councils should be established, and 


the hereditary and salable offices were made elective. Within 


its jurisdiction the town council controlled the police force, 


public education, and the benevolent societies. The town council 


was also responsible for physical Sepmeneamies : 

The constitution also created a new local governing body, 
the provincial deputation (diputacién provincial). It consisted 
of seven elected members. Its president was the supreme civil 
authority of the province. In certain matters the members of the 


deputation served as an advisory body to the president. For 


other purposes, the president shared authority with the members. 2? 


12. AGG, A1.3-4, 12340, 1892. Libro de claustros de la 


Universidad de San Carlos, 1808-1831. 


13. AGG, Ai.2-2, 15739, 2190. Libro de cabildo de Guatemala, 


afio 1813; Medina, La imprenta, p. 556. 


14, Constitucién Polftica de la noner dale Espafiola (Cadiz, 
1812), Article 321. _ 


15. Ibid., Articles 324-327. 
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On October 10, 1812, a Preparatory Junta (Junta Preparatoria) 
was installed in compliance with the decree of May 23, 1812. The © 
‘purpose of the Junta was to explain the procedure for electing | 
‘representatives to the town council, the deputation, and the Span- 
ish cortes. Captain General Bustamante appointed José del Valle | 
as secretary of the Junta, 16 and the Junta charged him with the 
task of drawing up the necessary electoral instructions, which 
were published on November 12, 1812.17 
Except for one point, Valle presented a clear explanation 
of the constitutional articles that defined the electoral process. 
The exception was his apology for the exclusion of Negro suffrage. 
= constitution stated that only citizens could vote, and Negroes 
were not considered citizens. Valle, illustrating his apology 
with citations from Greek and Roman history, tried to explain the 


exclusion by pointing out that citizenship was an honor bestowed 


| 
| 
: ete presented a thoughtful argument, 


only upon the deserving.+ 


but it was still an apology for a restriction not of his own mak- 


Ang. 


: 
; 16. Bustamante to Secretary of State, October 18, 1812, 
‘Independencia de América, III, 238. 

17. AGG, Ai.2.2, 15738, 2190. Libro de cabildos de Guatemala, 
afio 1812. A copy of the instructions was found tucked inside this 
cabildo record. ; 


16. Ibid. 
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iv 


These were busy days for Valle. Besides his work in the 
Junta, his time was divided among many other interests. He was 
mow legal adviser for the convent of San Francisco in Quezalten- 
ango, ?? and he had just completed a one-year appointment as pro- 


_ fessor of philosophy at the University of San Carlos de Guate- 


s.*° In 1810, he became a charter member of the Colegio de 


: Abogados, “* and in the following year, he began participating in 


the reéstablished Economic Society. ~* Also, he was still assessor 


of the artillery corps and Defensor de Obras Pfas.*3 In 1813, 


| 19. AGG, A1.47.2, 32250, 4072. El Sor. Licenciado Dn. José 
del Valle sobre continuar despachando los negocios en que estaba 
encargado antes de separarse de la carrera de abogado (1813-1814). 
This law suit has nothing to do with the convent of San Francisco. 
Valle had resigned from some of his duties in the audiencia be- 
cause of sickness. When he attempted to resume his position, 
there was an argument that appears to have been inspired by petty 
jealousy. Valle was accused of unethical conduct as a lawyer. JdHe 
demonstrated the charges were false. In the course of the pro- 
ceedings Valle mentioned that he handled the legal matters of the 
convent. (Hereafter Valle sobre continuar .. . la carrera.) 


20. AGG, A1.3-4, 12340, 1892. Libro de claustros de la Uni- 
versidad de San Carlos, 1808-1831. Valle was appointed on No- 
vember 9, 1811. 


21. AGG, A1.47, 23784, 2756. On June 6, 1810, Valle paid 
twenty-five pesos as an initiation fee. In 1813, he was secretary 
of the Colegio de Abogados (A1.47, 44926, 5333- Listo de los in- 
dividuos del ilustre Colegio de Abogados, afio 1813). 


22. AGG, A1.6, 31117, 4035. Oficio del Capitdn General An- 
tonio Gonzélez, transcribiendo el orden por cual es restablecido 
la Sociedad Econémica, December 12, 1810; Ai.6, 31118, 4035. Auto 
relativos al restablecimiento de la Sociedad Econémica. 


23. AGG, Ai.47.1, 32250, 4072. Valle sobre continuar... 
la carrera, 
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1812, he married Marfa Josefa Valero. 
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Bustamante appointed him assessor of the royal tobacco monopoly , + 
and honored him with the title of Honorary Auditor of War. “9 
a In addition to his work, Valle found time to court a young 
lady from Comayagua who lived in Guatemala City. On October 12, 
26 
At the time of his marriage, Valle was a successful man in 
his thirties. The political fortumes of Spain and Guatemala ap- 
peared to have little effect on his life. Bustamante, like Gon- 
zalez, recognized his ability and appointed him to responsible 


positions. The fact that Archbishop Casaus solemnized his mar- 


24. AGG, A1.39, 11745, 1759, fol. 18. Mercedes y nombramien- 
tos, 1808-1820; A3.13, 36462, 2496. Borradores de informes de la 
contadurfa desde 12 de julio de 1813 hasta enero de 1814. Valle 


Was named assessor on August 14, 1813. What Valle did as assessor 


of the tobacco monopoly is unknown to the writer. Several days 
of searching through the huge collections of documents relating 


to tobacco yielded nothing. Time did not permit more investiga- 


: tion on this point. 


> 25. AGG, Ai.40-58, 14218, 2045. Juramento de José del Valle, 
Auditor Honorario de Guerra (June 10, 1813). It must be emphasized 
that Valle was only the Honorary Auditor of War. The Auditor of 


War was Joaquin Ibdfiez who handled the cases involving the insur- 


gents of 1811 and 1814; thereby he became a despicable figure in 


the eyes of the liberals. In nearly all the accounts of this 
period writers have stated that Valle was Auditor of War, and he 
is made to suffer the stigma, just or unjust, that belongs to 
Ibdéfiez. Valle had nothing to do with the prosecution of the in- 
Surgents. A search through the records shows that Ibafiez pre- 


Sided, not Valle. (AGG, B2.4, 712, 25. Oficio del Exmo. Sor, 
Presidente comunicando lo resuelto por el Supremo Consejo de la 
Guerra en la causa contra los granadinos por infidencia [February 


10, 1818]; B2.2, 707, 25. Colecciones de escritos particulares 


presentados por los presos en este capital; A1.2.5, 25296, 2885. 


‘Cuaderno de correspondencia del ayuntamiento de Guatemala. These 


are citations to only three of the many bundles that verify the 
point. ) 


4 26. ACG, Libro la de matrimonios de espafioles de 1729 a 
1821, de Parroquia del Sagrario. 
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riage is evidence that he and Valle were friends. Thus Valle 
had earned the respect of the two most influential men on Guate- 
mala. But the political changes and the uprisings in Guatemala 
had a very definite effect on his life. As opinion split, Valle 
found himself with one foot in the liberal and the other in the 
conservative camp. Politically he shared the reactionary ideas 


of Bustamante; intellectually he was a liberal. 


Bustamante was very reluctant about implementing the pro- 
visions of the constitution. He delayed the installation of the 
provincial deputation. After it was installed on September 2, 
1813, he treated it with indifference rather than as an advisory 
council with power equal to his own in specified matters. When 
the members complained of his negligence, Bustamante charged the 
Deputation with trying to usurp power delegated to nim, °? The 
liberal town council was at first disappointed, then disgusted, 
and finally angry because of Bustamante's attitude toward the 
provisions of the constitution. The outspoken town council wrote 
letters to the Regency of the Kingdom complaining of Bustamante's 
arbitrary manner. On August 27, 1813, it passed an angry motion 


condemning him. 


27. Correspondence relative to the feud between Bustamante 
and the Provincial Deputation can be found in Independencia de 
América, III, 357, 390, 415; Boletfn, III (1938), 521-524. 
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The motion reflected the extreme antagonism between the town 
council and Bustamante, and it provided the first clue to the po- 
sition Valle was defending. The town council had received in- 
formation that several of the other town councils of the Kingdom 
had “asked the Supreme Government that Bustamante remain in this 
command in perpetuity." The instigator of this “intrigue," per- 


petrated by “individuals for personal gain," was "Lic[Lenciado] 


Dn. José Cecilio del Valle." To the town council, Bustamante's 


Character made him “unfit for command during these times and in 


such critical circumstances." His "propensity for arbitrariness 


and harshness," his opposition to the constitution, and "his ad- 


_herence to the old system" were well known. In view of this, the 


town council directed a dispatch to other town councils asking 


them not to make such an "ill advised magednt.Oo% 

Bustamante's “arbitrariness and harshness" soon drove some 
of the extreme liberals to thoughts of revolution. Early in De- 
cember, 1813, Bustamante discovered a plot to overthrow the gov- 
ernment. The convent of Belén, where Valle had received some 


training, was the headquarters of the conspiracy. The plotters 


had planned to seize and imprison Bustamante and the principal 


military authorities, to free the insurgents from Granada, and 


28. AGG, A1.2.2, 15739, 2190. Libro de cabildos de Guate- 
mala, afio 1813. Valle was criticized at other times during the 
reactionary period, but most of the criticism was inspired by the 
jealousy of men in lesser positions. On October 4, 1814, Valle, 
by royal permission, was accorded the title of Sefiorfa (Sir). The 
town council objected to this (AGG, A1.29, 25427, 2841). In 1817, 
the council complained for a month because Valle was assigned a 
ee seat in the tribunal of the audiencia (AGG, Al.2.2, 15743, 
2192). 
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to proclaim independence. An informer whispered these plans to 
Bustamante, and he ordered the arrest of all involved. The most 
famous conspirator, José Francisco Barrundia, an important figure 
after independence, fled the capital and remained in hiding for 
9 


Before the Belén conspiracy was settled, another abortive 


| outburst occurred in San Salvador. Manuel Arce and several others 


- who had taken part in the 1811 uprising were the leaders. Some 


of them had been corresponding with General Morelos, leader of 


| several others were captured and imprisoned.- 


the Mexican revolutionaries after Hidalgo's death. Their objec- 
tive, like that of Morelos, was independence. But again the re- 
volt was poorly organized, and was put down easily. Arce and 
eo) 

In May, 1814, the heavy hand of reaction settled over the 
Spanish Empire. Ferdinand Vil was restored to the throne. On 


May 4, after suspending all decrees passed during his absence and 


| dismissing the cortes, he declared that "respectable persons" 


from "“vyarious parts of the Kingdom" had “expressed unanimously 


‘their repugnance and disgust" for the constitution as well as for 


"the other newly introduced political establishments. ">+ By co- 


29. Alejandro Marure, Bosguejo histérico de las revoluciones 
de Centro Américo desde 1811 hasta 1834 (2 vols., Guatemala, 
1877), I, 19; Anales, XI (1934), 13-26; Gavidia, Historia moderna 


de El Salvador, pp. xxi-xxx. 


30. Stanger, "The Struggle for Nationality," ppe 52-53. The 
letters to Morelos are found in Gavidia, Historia moderna de El 
Salvador, pp. 49-50; Independencia de América, III, 329-330. 


31. The text of Ferdinand's pronouncement can be found in 
AGG, A1.2.2, 15740, 2191. Libro de cabildos de Guatemale (August 
20, 1814); Boletfn, IV (1938), 13-18. 
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" 4ncidence, Ferdinand felt the same way, and he, with one sentence, 
restored the empire to absolutism. 
| By August 20, this royal geersens was published in Guatemala. >* 
: A month later Bustamante dissolved the Provincial Deputation.-- 
‘The elected members of the town council were replaced and the old 
‘system of heredity and sale was penumed. >" The Guatemalan repre- 
sentative ,Larrazdbal, was imprisoned, and all copies of his in- 
, from the town council were ordered destroyed. > Casaus 
began a drive to collect and destroy “various pernicious ia 
In February, 1816, a royal order reéstablished the Jesuits in 


? These orders were accepted and enforced in 


| 3 
Spanish America.~ 
Guatemala throughout the period of reaction (1814-1820) without 


any sign of resistance. 


. 
32. Bustamante had received unofficial news of the decree 
on June 24 (Boletfn, IV [1938], 18). 


33. AGG, Ai.2.2, 15740, 2191. Libro de cabildos de Guate- 
mala (September 20, 1814). 


34. Boletfn, IV (1938), 21-22. 


| 
: 
| 35- AGG, A1.2.2, 15741, 2191. Libro de cabildos de Guate- 
mala (March i, August 22, 1815, passim). 


36. Medina, La imprente, p. 595. 


37. AGG, Al.2.2, 15742, 2192. Libro de cabildos de Guate- 
mala (February 6, 1816). 
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in the course of the reactionary period, the paradox of 
‘Valle's thoughts became apparent. Politically he was allied with 
Bustamante and Casaus. Intellectually he espoused current lib- 
| ie? principles. Bustamante had honored Valle, in 1813, with an 
honorary position. That same year the town council accused Valle 
Of leading a move to make Bustamente captain general for life. 
Bustamante, to the everlasting horror of Central American liber- 
als, imprisoned and persecuted the insurgents from Granada and 
‘Sen Salvador, and the conspirators of Belén. Valle, although he 
‘haa nothing to do with the proceedings against the prisoners, 
‘Classified them with“"the most criminal" type.?° In 1814, when 
‘Valle applied for the privilege of accepting a position in an 
audiencia in Spain, Bustamante recommended him, as did Joaquin 
‘Bernardo de “Sawas senior judge of the audiencia, and a re- 


actionary.?” 


For the same purpose Archbishop Casaus wrote a rec- 
Ommendation that should have removed all doubt about Valle's sym- 
‘pathies. 


‘This subject [Valle] has shone as a model of Spanish loyalty, of 
true patriotism, and of heroic adherence to the legitimate govern- 


38. AGG, A1.47.2, 32250, 4072. Valle sobre continuer... 
la carrera. This bundle has nothing to do with the insurgents. 
Valle used the phrase referring to them as a norm for comparing the 
Way he was being treated in this law case to the way the insur- 
gents were treated. 


| 39. BNH, Tftulos y méritos. Campuzano sent a dispatch to 
Spain, on December 3, 1814, containing advice on how to “correct 
the vices of the populace of the capital" of Guatemala. He re- 
ferred to the offenders as “sons of the constitution." Independen- 
Gia de América, IV, 45. 
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“ment, in spite of the serious injury of envy and malignity that 
he had to suffer for those noble sentiments from those inclined 
toward the dissolution of the monarchial state. If other Ameri- 
cams of distinction and agehs hcp had imitated him, America 

would not have been seduced. 


- 


‘i Casaus wrote, Valle was a “model of Spanish loyalty." 

' But in view of the abundance of evidence attesting to Valle's 
liberal views on subjects other than politics and the scanty ev- 
idence showing his relationship with Bustamante and Casaus, only 
ae writer, Ramén Rosa, has recognized the course Valle was fol- 
lowing. He did so without the evidence now available. To him 
"José Cecilio del Valle, during the precursory epoch of independ- 
ence, always appeared as @ calculating man, as a man of cold re- 
“flection, as a man of the present; but in no way as the man of 
noble impulse, as the man of spontaneous and self-denying gen- 


_erosity, as the inspired man who looks to the faa 


at BNH, Tftulos y méritos; Rosa, José Cecilio del Valle, 
p. +5. 


4i. José Cecilio del Valle, p. 51. In this case, what Rosa 
wrote about Valle is true. But Rosa wrote with a liberal ex-post- 
facto bias, and frequently criticized Valle without any evidence. 
| Valle's position as censor was an example. Another is Rosa's 
scorn for Valle as temporary crown attorney in 1817. In that 
year Ferdinand married, and to commemorate his marriage, he is- 
Sued a decree freeing the insurgents in Guatemala. Im his of- 
ficial capacity, Valle signed the decree after it arrived in 
Guatemala. The fact that Valle had anything to do witm the docu- 
ment irked Rosa. (José. Cecilio del Valle, p. 51; AGG, Ai.1, 859, 
29. Real orden en que S[u] M[agestad ] ha servido indultar a los 
reos del crimen de insurreccidén, 17 de febrero de 1817. Valle 
Signed the order on July 4, and it was published on July 7.) In 
reality, Valle, as crown attorney, never wrote one line remotely 
connected with the political issues of the day. He spent his time 
examining evidence in connection with murder cases, assault, car- 
pying short arms, drunkenness, and disorderly conduct, and other 
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| _ Other writers, in the face of published evidence to the con- 
trary, have tried, in a fashion typical of Latin America, to white 
“wasn Valle's record during the Bustamante regime. Valle's great- 
‘grandson wrote that Valle, as a "functionary of the Peninsula, 
served his people with supreme disinterest, which is obviously 
illustrated upon observing that in the majority of his positions 
he earned no salary, taking advantage of the occasions that were 

| peederited to him to impugn the ill-advised economic system estab- 
“lished by Spain in her colonies. Valle did not believe the mo- 
“ment opportune for emancipation. "*2 

) A more recent writer has written, without any supporting evi- 
| dence, that Valle "does not figure among the patriots who promoted 
_ sedicious movements, because he was a man of study and not a dema- 


' 


_gogue, and because, as a person of reflection familiar with the 


laws that regulate the transformation of society, he understood 


that said movements were condemned to be abortive because of the 


) 
Such matters. (Three examples will suffice. AGG, A1.15, 37802, 
4477. Contra Dn. Andrés Espinosa por homocidio en Dn. Clemente 
_Bustillos y herida de Francisco Bercerra [February 20, 1817]; 
| Ai.15, 37879, 4480. Contra Manuel Acufia por una carta ofensiva 
(March 14, 1817]; A1i.15, 37856, 4479. Contra Rita Orantes por 
homocidio en José Marfa Fuentes [April 14, 1817]. The dates 
to) with these cases are those on which Valle wrote his opin- 
. On, 


: 42, Valle Matheu, ed., Obras, p. xxxix. The story that Valle 
did not receive any salary for the positions he held before 1821 
is not true. On February 7, 1814, Valle wrote that the only job 
for which he received no pay was that of assessor of the artillery 
corps, and he complained because he had to buy, from his own 
pocket, such essentials as paper (AGG, A1.47.2, 32250, 4072. Valle 
sobre continuar ... la carrera). 
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| absence of logic in the plans, and the lack of intellectual prep- 


aration of their RR 


A recent writer from this country stated that "there is good 


| 
; 
evidence that regardless of Valle's association with and approval 
_ by Bustamante and Casaus, he did not share their reactionary 

| views," 

Valle shared the reactionary views of Bustamante and Casaus. 


A letter written by Valle to Bustamante in 1815, which has been 


in print most of this century, would have saved these writers 
from the position of flying into the teeth of evidence with no 
| stronger support than sentiment. The letter proves beyond ques- 
tion what sympathies Valle shared, and it shows that he felt so 
strongly that he considered moving his family from Guatemala. 

In July, 1814, Bus tamante received a royal order charging 
| him to forward a written account of the uprisings experienced in 
| Guatemala. Bustamante asked Valle to undertake the task. Valle 


/ refusea. > In his letter of refusal, he stated his position. 


| 43, Eliseo Pérez Cadalso, Valle, apéstol de América (Teguci- 
galpa, 1954), pe. 21. 


44, Franklin Dallas Parker, José Cecilio del Valle and the 
iteration of Central America (Tegucigalpa, 1954), pe 38. This 
work was first presented as a master's thesis at the University 
of Illinois in 1949. It was published without any changes. The 
Substance of the thesis, however, was first published as an ar- 
ticle, "José Cecilio del Valle: Scholar and Patriot," Hispanic 
‘American Historical Review, XXII (November, 1952), 516-539. 


. 45. Bustamante to the Secretary of State, July 18, 1815, 
Independencia de América, IV, 121-122. Bustamante had also asked 
Archbishop Casaus and Rafael * Trulle Treasurer of the Consulado, 
to write the account. According to. Bustamante all refused, be- 
Cause they feared revenge. 
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Valle apparently thought the revolutions throughout Spanish 


“America were doomed to fail. He stressed the importance of a 


“written account of the revolts of “each Kingdom of America." In 


the future, such accounts would serve as a "warning" to "deceit- 


46 


ful calculators." But Valle would not write the memorial, and 


he explained to Bustamante: 


|In a petition of November 3, of last year [1814], I requested the 
King, our master, to grant me a position in Spain, in order to 

live in regions more analagous to my character and less exposed 
to compromises. If HisMajesty is so kind as to hear my request, 


I will begin immediately to write secretly to prove my sincere 


desires of serving in a matter of so great importance. But if I 
do not deserve to be transferred to the Peninsula, your clear- 


Sightedness will discern the dangers of an occupation not only 


delicate but also full of unknown consequences (muy ramificado) 


in these provinces; and in this case, I will limit myself to ex- 
pressing verbally my observations and thoughts, desirous of com- 
bining, in this manner, my personal security with my obedience 


|4n all matters of royal service.+7 


| Valle concluded by complimenting Bustamante on the way he had 


"saved" Guatemala from "such a delicate crisis" 8 


the revolt in San Salvador and nipped the conspiracy of Belén. 


The picture this letter portrays of Valle falls far short 


of that generally associated with him. He does not appear as the 


scholar closeted in his study far above the petty intrigue of 


mere men. In reality, he was a scholar, but a calculating one. 


47, Ibid. 


48, Ibid. 
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“He hated revolutions and insurgents. Yet he was not willing to 
| imperil his future in Guatemala by taking an outspoken stand 


against them. Instead, he considered making his home in Spain 
| where he thought he could speak his mind without fear for his per- 
gonal safety. Should he not leave Guatemala, the course he chose 


was silence -- but only on political matters. Apart from this 


| 


subject, Valle was always a liberal. 


vii 


The Economic Society was reéstablished in December, 1811. "9 


Valle was chosen to prepare plans for a class in "civil econonm- 
ics. "9° According to him, civil economics was a tool for "dis- 
_eovering means for enlarging the useful classes and for improv- 
ing the fate of all, so that the pitiful cries of the destitute" 

| would cease to be heard, and so that everyone could "eat chicken 
on fiesta a@ays.">* On March 12, 1812, he presented his plan, 
showing the hiatus between his thinking on politics and economics. 
Valle ridiculed past restrictions on "commerce, industry, the 


| arts, and the wretched, helpless agriculture." Then came the 


49, AGG, A1.6, 31118, 4035. Autos relativos al restable- 
cimiento de la Sociedad Econémica, afio 1811; Medina, La imprenta, 


p. 504, 
| 50. R. H. Valle, ed., Valle, pp. 185-191. 


51. BNG, Periddico de la Sociedad Econémica de Guatemala, 
June 15, 1815, 
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‘nappy revolution of ideas, "°° 


when it became apparent that the 
“responsibility of government was not to place obstacles along the 
path to prosperity but to remove them. With this as his preface, 
he explained that the important part of his class would require 
students to study a society and its economic resources. If they 
were not being exploited to the best advantage, then the student 
would be obligated to investigate and explain "what superior 
forces" prevented society from realizing the full benefit of its 
economic resources. 72 , 

In an article on sciences, written three days before he 


penned his political views to Bustamante, Valle further demon- 


strated the paradox of this thinking. In his study of science, 


one of his first observations was that the "steps of a people 
toward their prosperity have been simultaneous with their progress 
in the sciences." If this were true, then Valle thought that 
there existed definite "relations between the sciences and the 

| wealth of the people." In a society that had “multiplied its 


necessities and widened its relations," he wrote that "the culti- 


vation of the economic, natural and moral sciences" was a neces- 


Sary prerequisite to prosperity. The "great scale of the states" 


was "balanced or tipped by a fossil, by a plant... or by the 
fur or wool of an animal." In order to tip the scale favorably, 


“ 


52. 8. H. Valle, ed., Valle, pp. 185-191. 
=o, Ibid. 
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he advised his readers "to discover new vegetables, minerals, and 


animals or look for the uses of those discoverea, "9+ 


When Goicoechea died in 1814, Valle was selected to deliver 
his funeral eulogy. Illustrating Goicoechea's contribution to 
Guatemala, Valle compared the intellectual climate before and 
after Goicoechea. Before Goicoechea's time, "a blind respect was 


affected for the ancients: all that was new was viewed with hor- 


ror." After Goicoechea, the guiding principle for scientists was 


experimentation. Legislators were exhorted to make the “welfare 


of the people" their objective. "Reason" was elevated over senti- 


ment. Valle concluded by encouraging his listeners to duplicate 


_ the efforts of Goicoechea. And he challenged them to gather to- 


gether not for the purpose of "insipid conversation" and for 


Pb, 


"Smoking and yawning," but in order “to cultivate the sciences.' 


villi 


If one compares Valle's political thoughts with his ideas 


on other subjects, he emerges as a Jekylland Hyde -- a reaction- 


ary and a liberal. But in reality there was no paradox in his 


| 
| 


thinking. His ideas on economics, education, and the sciences 


were shared and expressed by others during this same period. Arch- 


54. BNG, Peridéddico de la Sociedad Econdémica de Guatemala, 
dune 15, 1815. 


‘ 55. R. H. Valle, ed., Valle, pp. 207-224; Valle Matheu, ed., 
bras, II, 13-24. 
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| pishop Casaus, in fact, was director of the Periddico de la So- 


| 


the purpose of teaching mineralogy. 


ciedad Econémica de Guatemala, and he donated 400 pesos toward 
its publication. Im addition, he offered 500 pesos toward the 
expense of bringing a Mexican mining engineer to Guatemala for 
56 Obviously neither Casaus 
nor Valle thought their views incongruous. 


What appears to demand an explanation today was accepted as 


-mormal activity at that time. Behind the progressive views of 


- Gasaus and Valle for the improvement of Guatemala stood three 


hundred years of Spanish tradition of ministering to the subjects 
of the crown in a paternal manner. The monograph on this subject 
remains to be written, but the investigator will find a wealth 

of evidence. The instances showing this attitude of Spanish 
rulers are abundant. It is sufficient to recall the botanical 
expeditions, the unstinted effort to vaccinate everyone in Spanish 
Beerica egainst smallpox, and the establishment of the economic 
societies. In the course of the reactionary period it is not 


surprising to read a dispatch from the crown ordering authorities 


in Guatemala to increase the educational ee Valle 


and Casaus were merely responding to this tradition. 
Since Valle later became an ardent advocate of the republi- 


Can form of government, he has often been dismissed as an oppor- 


' 56. BNG, Periddico de la Sociedad Econdémica de Guatemala, 
May 1, 1815. 


57. AGG, Ai.15, 1386, 29. Real cédula de 14 de noviembre 
de 1816, sobre establecimiento de escuelas de primeras letras en 
todos los pueblos que se consideren necesarias. 
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tunist. But in his behalf it must be said that independence and 
a republic were never popular in Guatemala until 1823-1824, two 
years after independence had been proclaimed. There was no move- 
ment or hard-fought struggle for freedom. Independence was 
achieved more from outside pressure than any exerted from within. 
It is true that the majority of those described as the father of 
their country traded their offspring for wnat they thought was 
personal security. And, even today, who save a blind nationalist 
could be absolutely sure that security under a Spanish monarchy 
was inferior to dictatorship and petty tyranny under something 
called a republic? No argument, however, can obscure the fact 
that Valle was a reactionary, and that his perspective was so 
marrow that he could not see beyond his own personal safety. In 
view of his later life these facts are not readily accepted by 
admirers of Valle. They sient out his ideas on economics and ed- 


ucation and omit the subject of politics. 
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Chapter VII 
VALLE, MAYOR AND EDITOR; 


GUATEMALA ON THE EVE OF 
INDEPENDENCE 


The years, 1817-1820, witnessed a change from reaction and 
Oppression to freedom within the bounds of a constitutional mon- 
“archy. In Guatemala, the liberals, dormant or in hiding during 
the Bustamante regime, spoke out without fear of reprisal, and 
"the mayorality election in Guatemala City brought the parties 

| described as liberal and conservative to grips for the first 
time on an equal footing. Valle won the election, and his ac- 
tivity as mayor and as owner and editor of El Amigo de la Patria 


“provided &@ view of Guatemala on the eve of independence. 


On June 13, 1817, a royal order relieved Bustamante of his 
command. Carlos Urrutia y Montoya, on March 28, 1818, became the 


new captain general. Urrutia was an officer of the royal army, 
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and, before coming to Guatemala, he had served as governor of 


Santo Domingo. He was sixty-five and not in good health. From 


the time he took office until 1820, when the Spanish constitution 


of 1812 was restored, Guatemala appeared content to enjoy the 


freedom from the high-handed Bustamante. - 
For Valle, these years also appear to have been quiet ones. 


Except for his record as temporary crown attorney, < no document 


of consequence has been uncovered to show what he was thinking 


and doing. It is known, however, that by the time Urrutia took 


é 


office the Valles had two daughters, Marfa Dolores (born March 


29, 1814) and Marfa Josefa Dolores (born March 29, 1817) .7 


In 1820, with the arrival of news from Spain that the consti- 


tution had been restored, Guatemala was startled into new and 


vigorous political activity. Trouble in Spain hed been smoldering 
since Ferdinand suspended the constitution. A combination of lib- 
eral ideas and resentment against oppressive measures inspired 
insurrections each year from 1814 to 1817. But the blow that 


prompted Ferdinand to repromulgate the constitution came as a re- 


sult of an order to ready an army for the extremely unpopular 


service in America. On January 1, 1820, Colonel Rafael Riego 


1. Boletfn, IV vagy 31-32; Salazar, Historia de veintiln 
afios, pp.- 201-202. 


2. Valle became temporary crown attorney on January 30, 


1817 (AGG, A1.40-29, 22383, 2657). He probably held the position 


until Jenuary 14, 1818, when another person was appointed perma- 
nently to the position (AGG, A1.15, 13871, 29). 


3. ACG, Volumen sexto de bautismos de espafioles, desde 6 
de febrero de 1772 hasta el afio de 1882, de la Parroquia Sagrario. 
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| raised the standard of revolt, proclaiming the constitution of 


1812. The Spanish government, uncertain what to do, waited. In 
February, Riego's example in Cadiz spread to other cities. With- 


out further hesitation, Ferdinand yielded, and ordered the con- 


stitution restored.’ 

| By May 5, 1820, Urrutia received unofficial news that the 
constitutional system had been reéstablished. He took precaution- 
| ao measures against violence, and explained that constitutional 
/provisions could not be effected until official word arrived. 

‘The populace of the capital, and especially the liberals, became 

| Spee stens. Urrutia, on June 27, specified July 9 as the day for 
“swearing loyalty to the constitution.” The day before the sched- 
_uled ceremony, the official dispatch axtivea.? On the following 

| dey the constitutional system was inaugurated for the second time. 
| The constitution provided for the same privileges that it 
had extended in 1812 -- freedom of press, new and elected town 
“councils, provincial deputations, and the right to elect deputies 
_ to the general cortes. In Guatemala, vague lines of two political 
“parties began to take shape. They formed around two newspapers 

| that began publishing in 1820, El Editor Constitucional and El 
MS, sort ic, 

| = El Editor was the result of the thinking of several liberals, 


| Peninsular Spaniards and creoles, who had formed a patriotic so- 


4, Chapman, Spain, p. 496. 
5. Boletfn, IV (1938), 49-50. 
i) Ibid., p. 70. 
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elety (Tertulia Patridtica). In one of the early meetings of 


the society, it was agreed to publish a weekly newspaper. The 


liberals or the "Cacos," as they were called, published the first 


issue of El Editor on July 24, 1820. Dr. Pedro Molina was the 


driving force behind the paper, and he wrote the section dealing 


_ wrote the section entitled "Varieties." 


with physical and moral education. Manuel Montufar edited the 
news, and José Francisco Barrundia and Father José Marfa Castilla 
7 

Pedro Molina had a distinguished career. He studied philos- 
Ophy under Goicoechea and medicine under Flores and Esparragosa. 


He received his bachelor's degree in 1794 and his degree in med- 


icine in 1798.° When the drive for independence began in 1821, 


he was one of the recognized leaders, if not the leader. 


Manuel Montifar was the son of an aristocratic creole family. 
Before independence, he served as a lieutenant of the militia, 
and worked in the secretariat of the captain general.? 

José Francisco Barrundia, it will be recalled, was involved 


in the Belén conspiracy. He was sentenced to death by strangu- 


7. Pedro Molina, "“Memorias acerca de la revolucién de Centro 
América, desde el afio de 1820, hasta 61 de 1840" (hereafter "Mem- 
Orias"), Centro-Americano, XIII (April-September, 1921), 278. The 
writer is indebted to Sefior José Luis Reyes, Librarian of the 
Sociedad de Geograffa e Historia de Guatemala, for permission to 
use his copy of the periodical. The date which Molina published 
his “Memorias" is unknown, but it had to be someltime between 1840 
and 1854, the year of his death. Unfortunately, only a small 
part of his “Memorias" is known to exist. 


q 8, eae "Grados," pp. 32, 101; Gandara Durdn, Pedro 
Molina, pp. 56, 100. 


9. Salazar, Historia de veintilin afios, pp. 207-208. 
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lation, but managed to escape. Until 1820, he spent most of his 
time in hiding. Barrundia and Molina were the outstanding patriots 


in 1821.10 


_ Father José Marfa Castilla was born in Spain, and did not 


_G@ome to Guatemala until 1811. He created a stir in Guatemala 


when he attended the theater and dances in secular attire. He 


Owned a good library, was popular with the people of the capital, 
but his unorthodox behavior earned him the scorn of his superi- 
Beoy 11 | 

ea The purpose of the El Editor, as stated by its editors, was 
"to express" the rights extended by the constitution and to ex- 


pose anything "detrimental" to then. 2% The editors did this, 


+ 


but the real purpose of the paper was independence. As Molina 


wrote, "the constitution opened a breach to the independents for 
defending their cause, on one hand, and for promoting it on the 


other. "23 


11. Salazar, Historia de veintilin afios, pp. 206-207. 


12. El Editor Constitucional, Escritos del Doctor Pedro 
Molina (Coleccién Documentos, X, XI, X11; Guatemala, 1954), I, 
1-2. (Hereafter El Editor Constitucional.) Molina's newspaper, 


_Peprinted in its entirety, was banned by the Castillo Armas gov- 


ernment. Owing to the intervention of Jorge de Valle Matheu, 
then Minister of Education, the writer was able to secure the 


work, at no cost. 


2 


a 13. Molina, "Memorias," Centro-Americano, XIII (April- 
September, 1921), 278. 
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_ José del Valle edited El Amigo de la Patria, which first ap- 
4 


‘peared on October 16, 1820.1" Valle and his paper were allied 


with the conservatives or "Bacos". Like Molina's paper, El Amigo 


was a weekly; unlike Molina, Valle dedicated a preponderant num- 


per of pages to scholarly discussions. He wrote about the sorry 


state of the Indians, of the need for educational facilities, of 


the value of statistics for government, and of the utility of 


the study of science and economics. Rarely did he bother to an- 


swer any of the frequent accusations made in the columns of El 


Editor. 


The constitution provided for the election of the officers 


of the town councils, and Valle became a candidate for the mayor 


of Guatemala City. He was supported by the Bacos. The want of 


information concerning the election is shown by the fact that the 


name of the candidate of the Cacos is unknown. But the parties 


were not well organized and they did not present a common front. 


As Molina explained later, the members of Valle's party were not 


all "drunkards" and the liberals were not all "thieves," as their 


Memes implied. Neither were the members of Valle's party all 


“against independence," nor all the liberals "friendly toward 


14, The second volume of Valle Matheu, Obras, is composed 
Chiefly of Valle's writings that appeared in El Amigo de la 
Patria. This work is invaluable for anyone who is dealing with 
the life of José del Valle and who finds it impossible to go to 


Guatemala. The writer has chosen to use El Amigo de la Patria 


as Valle published it. Except for three issues, a complete file 
is housed in the Biblioteca Nacional. This is the only file 

known to exist. The librarian was so kind as to permit the writer 
to microfilm the paper. 
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| Amdependence. "*? 


_ In fact, the parties presented a curious alignment, and it 
| Hews that the conflict between creoles and Peninsular Spaniards 
| Heten played an important part in the move for independence else- 
| @here in Spanish America, had little importance in Guatemala. 
‘Valle was a creole, as were Mariano Larrave, Antonio Robles, and 
Ignacio Foronda, who, at this time, were working with Valle. Al- 
lied with these men were many Peninsular Spaniards and most of 


the artisans. 1° 


The liberal leaders, with the exception of Castilla, were 
ereoles. But they were supported by the powerful Aycinena fam- 
ly, the only one in Guatemala that could boast of a title of 
nobility. 
. The rivalry between the liberals and the Serviles, a name 
also attached to Valle's party, began with the first issue of El 
Editor. Barrundia lashed out at the Serviles with language that 


made the antipathy between the two parties limpidly clear. 


The Servile cordially loves slavery. ... Lacking all qualities 
of man, he does not have courage, talent or any capacity except 
for being a slave. His head... is a labyrinth of sophistries 
and absurdities. They [the Serviles] deduce, as axioms of eter- 
nal truth, that millions of men should be nothing, and that one 
Or several men ought to be everything ... that God... orders 
Slavery, and hands over the people to the whim of any oppressor 
who wears a crown. For them, there is no religion except des- 
potism, no virtue except blind obedience. ... For them every- 
thing that sordidly and mysteriously destroys is an instrument 


15. Molina, "Memorias," Centro-Americano, XIII (April- 
September, 1921), 278-279. 


16. Ibid; Marure, Bosaguejo histérico, I, 20. 
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| so much more worthy to the throne. 1? 


| Tieee were strong words from a man who had been nursing grievances 
“against royal authority since 1814, but they are not an extreme 
| Heeaple chosen for emphasis. 

; Molina was no less critical when, on October 20, 1820, he 
published a long discourse flaying the Serviles for having been 
the “party of Bustamante." He charged that they were guilty by 

association, if not by deed, of all the arbitrariness that had 
been committed in the course of the reactionary period, 2° 

: This was one of the few accusations published in El Editor 

that Valle answered. He permitted Larrave, Robles, and Foronda, 

who were specifically accused, to reply to each of the charges. 19 

Then, in an extra edition, Valle published the names of "the 

family" who, he claimed, had an iron grip on Guatemala. This 

was the Aycinena family that supported Molina and the liberals. 

Valle published sixty-four names, the position that each held, 

and the total salary that the "family" received. ~° | 
Valle won the election, but Molina and his companions credited 


the victory to irregular procedure. They accused the Serviles 


of buying votes, of using their positions in the government to 


17. El Editor Constitucional, July 24, 1820. 

18, Ibid., October 16, 1820. This article was written over 
the pseudonym Literato Cauto. In his "Memorias" (p. 278) Molina 
hinted that this was the pseudonym that he used. 

19. El Amigo de la Patria, October 26, 1820. 


20. Ibid., October 29, 1820. 
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| on votes, and of promising the artisans, who were suffering from 
the competition from British Honduras, that free trade would not 
 ~be permittea.** There was probably some truth in all three charges, 


4 


_ but only the one in connection with the artisans can be supported 
by any evidence. | 

On November 11, 1820, Valle published a letter signed by 210 
_ weavers from Antigua. They complained of the competition from 
British Honduras, stating that, in 1795, there were 1000 weavers, 
but by 1820 there were joa 300. After the elections of December 
4, 1820, Valle was extremely enthusiastic in behalf of the ar- 


tisams, as a group. Commenting on the freedom that the consti- 


tution permitted, Valle wrote that the artisans were “no longer 
disreputable [envilecidos] because of their work." The constitu- 
_ tion made them "citizens," and they had the right to vote. In 

| the future, they would surely make greater "progress." "Let's 


honor the artisan," Valle continued, “and the arts and crafts will 


progress as the public interest demands. "© This enthusiasm might 


| Rave been an expression of gratitude to the artisans for their 
| yotes, but Valle said nothing about trade. 

From January, 1821, until May, when exciting news arrived 
from Mexico, much of the tension in the capital disappeared. After 
the elections, Captain General Urrutia, who must have been worried 


| because of the rivalry, praised the people for their conduct once 


: 21. Marure, Bosquejo histérico, I, 20-21. 


22. El Amigo de la Patria. 
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| the election was over. “9 During these quiet months Valle served 
as mayor. 

. 


fe pe 


| 
The town council, in addition to the duties already noted, 


. 

Was responsible for public health, the administration and invest- 
ment of the municipal revenue, maintenance of the primary schools 
and charitable institutions, public works, and the promotion of 


agriculture, industry and commerce. 2* 


| 
} 

| The first task of the new town council was to appoint com- 
mittee chairmen. Valle was named chairman of the committee for 


schools, roads, highways and bridges, and public health. 79 He, 
| iierer, was interested in every function of the council, ee pro- 
vided the leadership necessary for successful administration. 
Many of his ideas and proposals, which he presented to the town 
-gouncil and published in El Amigo, have never been accomplished 
in Central America. 
On January 15, 1821, a man convicted of murdering two people 


was executed in the Plaza of Guadalupe. ”° The execution stirred 


23. Boletfn, IV (1938), 89. 
- 24, Constitucién Polftica de la Monargufa Espafiola, Article 
mel. 
25. AGG, A1l.2.2, 15747, 2194. Libro de cabildos de Guate- 
mala, January 2, 1821. 


26. El Amigo de la Patria, January 20, 1821. 
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ome of Valle's lifelong interests into action. He had always 


been appalled by the criminal violence in Guatemala. In 1817, 


during a trial of a woman who had killed a man in a fit of anger, 


the counsel for the defense asked for mercy. As crown attorney, 


Valle explained that her crime was as “inhuman" as any committed 


by the "most criminal men." Then he lectured the defense, say- 


ing that 


the scandalous butchery that is witnessed in this city demands 


exemplary punishment. ... Each year, the scandals increase. 
When Sor. D. Miguel Batalla was crown attorney ... only five 
hundred wounded people entered the hospital in one year. Now 
they are no longer five hundred that enter, but eight or nine 
hundred; and only in the last week of Lent, it appears that forty 
or so entered.27 


Two months later, a man convicted of committing a murder 


while he was intoxicated drew a sharp statement from Valle. 


The Ley de Partida, which condemns intoxicated murderers to five 
years of exile on an island, was promulgated for Spain in a cen- 
tury [thirteenth] very distant from ours. If King Dn. Alfonso, 

The Learned, had known Guatemala and had seen the bloody character 
of this people, « « e he surely would have imposed a penalty more 
severe.2 


27. AGG, Al.15, 37774, 4474. Contra Marfa Arriola por 
homocidio en Gregorio Mendoza, March 22, 1817. The date is when 
Valle wrote his opinion. 


28. AGG, A1.15, 37856, 4479. Contra Manuel Eugenio Lito por 
homocidio en "Miguel Lemus (May 30, 1817). The first half of 
Valle's opinion was written in his own hand; the second half was 
written by a secretary. Valle believed in severity, but as he 


Stated: ". . . extreme severity never has been the most effica- 


cious means for preventing crimes. ... It is the constant ob- 
servations of all criminalists that excessive severity of punish- 
ment produces effects contrary to the objective for which it was 
employed." (AGG, A1.15, 37619, 4466. Contra José Marfa Flores 
para arma corta, June 26, schimcs ) 
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- 
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| But in a “country where the laziness and immorality of the people 
multiply the excesses," the extent of crime was not surprising to 
Valle. *? 


| After the execution in January, 1821, Valle published a plan 
that might have lessened the “butchery" and the number of execu- 


tions in Guatemala, if it had been applied. He suggested: 


1. That the Supreme Government remove the obstacles 
that impede the progress of agriculture, industry, 
and commerce, and produce misery and idleness, the 
origin of vice and crimes. 


2. That the municipal government work with constant 
zeal in facilitating the occupation of the youth 
of both sexes. 


3. That a society be formed of citizens dedicated to 
facilitating their occupation and which should repri- 
mand them [the youth] at the time of their first mis- 
conduct so,that they will be more careful about their 
habits. If each member received one man or youth, who 
is beginning to give himself up to vice, and took 
charge of watching over his conduct with the zeal of 

a father, Guatemala would have a most honorable society 
and the number of criminals would be less astonishing. 


| a 4, That there be several sections in the prisons; [and] 
that the criminals of high crimes and of diverse habits 
not be mixed with others. .. .30 


Perhaps Valle's ideas about crime and prisons, which were “not 


29. AGG, A1.15, 37812, 4477. Sobre la formacidén de estados 
y modo de dar cuenta en las causas criminales, para que se arreglex 
ala dispuesto en la real.cédula de 1800 (March 12, 1817). 


30. El Amigo de la Patria, January 20, 1821. Valle had al- 
_Peady begun work on part four of the project. On January 16, he 
told the aldermen of the necessity of separating those convicted 
of major crimes from those guilty of minor offenses. (AGG, 
‘Al.2.2, 15747, 2194; Libro de cabildos de Guatemala, afio 1821.) 
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"31 explains, in part, the ease with 


which Edward Livingston's penal code was adopted in Guatemala 


several years later. 


| = The execution of January, 1820, threw into relief another 


problem that long had plagued Guatemala and disturbed Valle. The 
trial of the murderer began in 1816. He was not condemned until 
1819, and not executed until 1821.3* Valle held that delay in 


_ meting out justice was inexcusable, and whenever an opportunity 


presented itself, he spoke out against it. In 1817, a murder 


_ @ase that had been pending for two years evoked his criticism. 


Valle's investigation showed that legal procedure was not at 


fault. Instead, it was the officials who had "proceeded with ob- 


jectional delay [reparable morosidad]." That the case was a 
Simple one made the tardiness the more apparent, and Valle sent 
@ reprimand to the judge, telling him to cease the “remarkable 
slowness" that had attended the dispatch of "criminal cases, os 
especially those of assault and murder," which were so "numerous 


in the capital. "2 


31. AGG, A1.2.2, 15747, 2194. Libro de cabildos de Guate- 
mala, February 1, 1821. The same day Valle complained that the 
prisoners in one of the prisons were not getting a sufficient 
Quantity of meat in their diet. He tried to raise more money in 
order to buy more meat, but he failed. Never at a loss for a so- 
lution to a problen, he reperted to the aldermen, on April 25, 
1821, that the diet could be supplemented by giving the prisoners 

", . . broth from the head bones of cattle, which yields substan- 
tial nutriment, and it is very cheap. .. ." 


32. El Amigo de la Patria, January 20, 1821. 


33. AGG, A1.15, 27856, 4479. Contra Rita Orantes por homo- 
eidio en José Marfa Fuentes (April 14, 1817). 
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re One reason why Valle reacted to judicial neglect, when 


other men did not, was because of his continual stress on effi- 


@iency and economy in all matters. On April 6 (1821) he intro- 


duced a plan to the town council to improve the behavior of the 
Citizens. Since a police force was non-existent, Valle proposed 
that the city, which at that time was inhabited by about 30,000 
people, should be divided into districts. Each district would 
then be under the supervision of one of the council members, who 
should sub-divide his district into blocks, and appoint a citizen 
of known integrity to keep vigil over his specified block. As 


Valle's plan stipulated, after it was accepted by the council, 


the "block warden" was to have no authority other than to report 


on the “order and morality" and to notify the mayor of any "gam- 


bling, drunkenness, and eonctbiteges ">" 


Valle was not introducing the officials to new problems. 
Neither was he recognizing them for the first time. Colonial 
government was always concerned about these problems. Drunkenness 


35 


Was the origin of such misdemeanors as fighting bulls and racing 


‘horses and mules in the streets. 2° More serious, it was closely 


34. Valle to the Diputacién Provincial, April 6, 1821, AGG, 
B13, 345, 18. 


35. AGG, A1.68.5, 21109, 2589. Providencia prohibiendo 
jugar a los toros en las calles, afio 1791. 


36. AGG, A1.22.9, 21081, 2588, fol. 76. Queda prohibido el 
correr por las calles y plazas de la ciudad de Guatemala, caballos 
mulos ni otras bestias (November 10, 1795). 
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related to the number of murders and other high crimes. Later, 
the increase in drunkenness and crime claimed the attention of 
the constituent congress of Central America (1824) .37 
| Valle also reflected on another old and critical problem of 
Guatemala when he published an article suggesting means for cur- 
tailing vagabondage. This appeared to be a problem especially 


difficult for the Spanish and it still persists in Latin America 


today. The Spanish cortes, on October 11, 1820, passed a law per- 
mitting judges to heathens vagabonds to two years at "public 
works." Valle thought the law was excellent. After all, a vaga- 
bond was an “unproductive" man who did not "fulfill any duties of 
a citizen." He was a man "clothed and provided with food by the 


rest of society." In short, he was a "burden" and a “parasite" 


| that should be eliminated. As Valle observed: "To make him work 


ee 


is not inhuman, "38 
Valle's zeal for efficiency and economy found very real ex- 
| ercise when he bumped into the tax-gathering procedure of the 


| Municipal government, On January 16, 1821, he introduced a plan 


for reorganizing tax collection. It was not a new plan, for the 


town council had tried and abandoned it in 1813. But Valle 
thought it would work if given a fair trial. The plan was not 


complicated. Each of the aldermen should supervise the collections 


i) 37. AGG, B6.26, 2978, 117. Actos de las sesiones publicas, 
March 1, 1824. 


38. El Amigo de la Patris, October 20, 1820. It is extremely 
doubtful that this was very effective. Similar laws were passed 
in 1795, 1797, amd 1799. (AGG, Ai.22.15, 21081, 2588; A1.22.15, 
53895, 6060.) ; 
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: im one specified district. He, with the help of some honest cit- 
_izen, who should work for only "the love of public service, " 
would collect the taxes in that district. Valle explained that 
| the plan would eliminate “slowness and delay" and the necessity 
of hiring tax collectors. Valle, inquiring soul that he was, 
hoped not only to save the salary paid to collectors and apply 
the saving to the municipal debt but also wanted to find out just 
What had happened to the tax money collected in recent years. He 
was especially concerned about the money collected by one Juan 
Bautista Oyarzabal, who had not made a report since 1819. 
| There was opposition to Valle's plan, and to his inauspicious 
concern for a public accounting. Bautista asked that the plan 
not be used until the Deputation authorized it. Bautiste had 
_Peason for wanting to postpone the plan and the audit of accounts. 
| Qn January 23, when the tax titan tne were ordered to present 
_ their ledgers for inspection, Bautista asked for more time in 
_ order to obtain a document pertinent to the accounts of 1819. On 
February 9, the other two collectors presented their records -- 
ene was 600 pesos short. Bautista was still "working on his." 
"Whether he was guilty of peculation was not revealed, but on 
“March 6, 1821, he was referred to as the "“ex-tax collector. "7? 
| While Valle was trying to introduce efficiency measures in 
| the town council, his sense of economy was challenged early in 


January by a notice from the captain general and the Deputation. 
: > 


| 
39. AGG, A1.2.2, 15747, 2194. Libro de cabildos de Guate- 
Mala, afio 1821 (January 16, 17, 19, 30, February 6, 9, March 6). 
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The notice explained that a new tribunal would be established, as 
provided for in the constitution. This addition called for forty- 
eight new judges, each at a yearly salary of 1500 pesos, Valle 
picked up the challenge, and his arguments not only cast doubt 
on the legality of the proposal from the captain general but also 
provided a glimpse at the financial state of Guatemala. 

According to Valle's arguments, the establishment of the new 
tribunal, as proposed by the captain general, was illegal. The 
constitution ordered that citizens elect their deputies to the 
cortes, that the deputies name the king's council of state, and 
that the latter submit a list of names from which the king should 
appoint the judges. In Guatemala Urrutia planned to name the 
judges. ** In addition to the illegality, Valle was equally con- 
cerned about the matter of money for paying the salaries. The 
law of October 9, 1812, stated that the salaries should come from 
the general treasury, and should sufficient funds not exist, then 
the Deputation should propose a tax for approval by the general 
cortes. ‘2 Valle thought that someone should have investigated to 
see if money "for paying the salary of 1500 pesos" to each judge 


was Semi laple. *- 


oO, Ibid., February 16, 1821. 


41, Ibid. 


) 42, Valle to Urrutia, February 21, 1821, AGG, B1.13, 554, 
18. To compare Valle's argument with the law of 1812, see AGG, 
B1l.5, 272, 7. Real decreto de 9 de octubre de 1812. 


43, Valle to Urrutia, February 9, 1821, AGG, B1.10, 2269, 77. 
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We If what Valle wrote were true, Guatemala could not afford 


the new tribunal. 


y 
vu 


; In the villages the public funds are nil, and in this capital, 


they are found in such a deplorable state that there is no sur- 
plus nor is it possible that there will be any for many years. 
- - e Look at the wretched districts of this capital. In none 
of them are there schools; none of them have a sufficient water 
supply; none of them have houses of correction; none of them have 
police; none of them have decent places for recreation and di- 
version. 

In all of them poverty, misery, nakedness, hunger, and thirst 


@re witnessed. These wretched people lacking nearly everything 


will it be just that, instead of relieving their necessities with 
3000 pesos yearly, they use the sum for salaries of judges?44 


Aecording to Valle, this picture would not be changed in the near 


v 
future. 
Urrutia and the Deputation disregarded Valle's economic crit- 


icism and circumvented his constitutional arguments by appointing 


: *: 
j 


' temporary judges. After the appointments were announced, snicker- 


ing and knowing glances must have been exchanged as Valle walked 


along the streets of the capital. Urrutia and the Deputation ap- 


pointed Valle as one of the new judges and his name headed the 


list of forty-eight.’2 It is unlikely that Valle laughed at the 


‘joke. Poverty is not a laughing matter. 


The dismal picture of Guatemala, as described by Valle, was 


not exaggerated. Industry was practically non-existent. Mining 


44, Ibid., February 21, 1821, AGG, B1.13, 554, 18. Valle 
reiterated his arguments in’ El Amigo de la Patria, February 27, 
1821. 


45, AGG, B1i.14, 660, 20. 
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46 that one informed person thought 


was in such “complete decline" 
that it was beyond recovery. +7 In the face of the pessimism 
Valle was extremely interested in arresting the decline of mining 
| and in introducing new industry to Guatemala. On January 9, 1821, 
4m a session of the town council, he told the aldermen that Guate- 
mala could support glass and paper factories, and he asked them 


to consider means of attracting foreigners who were capable of 


introducing these shabstenea * In the instructions that the 


town council sent to its deputy in the cortes, the deputy was re- 
quested to send all the information he could find about "paper, 
glass, and dye" manufacture. +? 

Agriculture, the real source of the wealth of Guatemala, was 
competing with industry on the road to ruin. For many years the 
Cultivation of cacao was the "fruitful source" of wealth. Rich 
cargoes of cacao were sent to "Mexico, Peru, and Spain,“ and from 
Spain, it was sent to all parts of Europe. But owing to the 
“competition from Lima and Guayaquil," Guatemala lost out in the 


cacao trade around 1750. By 1817, cacao was so scarce that the 


Kingdom was “often without it." The story of sugar, with the ex- 


46. Bustamante to the town council of Guatemala, August 19, 
1813, AGG, Ai.2.5, 25296, 2835. 


47, El Amigo de la Patria, March 17, 1821. Valle printed a 
letter from the superintendent of mines in the province of Comaya- 
gua. 


48, AGG, A1.2.2, 15747, 2194. Libro de cabildos de Guate- 
ala, February 9, 1821, 


49, Ibid., March 20, 1821; Valle to Urrutia, March 20, 1821, 
AGG, Bi.11, 2340, 79. 
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ception of particular circumstances, was the same.?° 
_ After the decline of cacao and sugar, the farmers concentrated 
their efforts of the cultivation of indigo. In 1817, "the extreme 
depression, which the valuable crop, indigo, the only patrimony 
of the kingdom" had experienced, obliged the Royal Consulado to 
consider “means to prevent its absolute ruin." 

The conditions that brought about the decline of cacao were 
mumerous. The great distance to the “ports, the roughness of the 
roads, continual wars, and a devouring locust" had contributed, 
but as long as there was no serious competition indigo remained 
a@ good money crop in spite of the other handicaps. By 1817, Guate 
mala had lost its indigo trade to the British who were shipping 
indigo from India to Europe. Thus the "principal product of ag- 
riculture and commerce" had been lost. 2 

While this report from the Royal Consulado showed the gen- 
deat decline of agriculture, a report, drawn up in 1810 by Dr. 
Antonio Larrazdbal, permits a general view of Guatemala and the 
society that was about to become an independent nation. Larrazdbal 
estimated that one million people lived in Guatemala -- 646,666 


Indians, 313,334 persons of mixed blood, and 40,000 whites. 


50. AGG, A1l.5, 1273, 51. El Real Tral.del Consulado, sobre 
fomentar la agricultura, industria y comercio, April 15, 1817. 


_ 51. Ibid. For a report on “the most exhausted state of com- 
merce and agriculture in the province of Nicaragua," see AGG, 
Al.5, 5860, 267. 


52. Amales, XVII (March 1953-December, 1954), 87-93. 
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The Indians, according to Larrazdbal, maintained the habits 


customs of their ancient ancestors, wishing for nothing more 
shan the simple necessities of life. They employed the crudest 


s in their crafts. For a carpenter an "old knife or a piece 


a@ machete" was sufficient. The majority of the Indians was 
out to work for the "white class“ on ranches, roads, and the 
construction of houses, churches, and public buildings. 

ee The "second class" was that of mixed blood.°? This class 
ineluded the members of the arts and crafts and the laborers. To 
deal with an artisan, Larrazdbal explained, one had "to pay them 
in advance" for the product desired in order that the artisan 
could first buy the raw material. Worse, there was always the 


chance that the artisan would spend the money and never deliver 


the product. Larrazdbal was even more scornful of the laborers. 


What hardships, and backwardness do the owners of haciendas and 
herds not experience with them! Their laziness and primitive 
tack of shame make continual vigilance indispensable in order 
that they do some work. . .. The worst thing is their inclinp- 
tion to steal, because they are completely witnout education.5 


% The third class, the 40,000 whites, was the ruling class, 

which was composed of “Americans and Europeans." This class made 
their living as ranchers, merchants, and civil and ecclesiastical 
Officials. Larrazdbal described the huge holdings of this class, 


their "thirty-five" commercial firms in the colony, and the con- 


53. ibid. 
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= way that they spoke of the Indians, on whose back the 
support of the Kingdom weighed. 
we Larrazdébal complained that he heard continually that the 
Indians were “idle, lazy, indolent and drunkards, and that if 
one did not urge them sternly" they would do nothing, because 
they were “as beasts." Who were the people "that make such ac- 
Beations?* Larrazaébal asked. Those “same persons who, if it 
tive not for the Indian, would perisn from the lack of the neces- 
sities, those same persons who do not employ their time except 
ie trifling matters and futile purabataif7” 

Valle also had recognized the problems implicit in these 
reports, and he was not satisfied to enumerate them without pre- 
senting constructive ideas and plans. Quite properly, he thought 
that “plans disregarding previous knowledge" were devised "in 
vain,“ and were bound to ee and inaccurate." In every 
case, he thought that "facts" should precede "theory." “Do we 

wish to —— up plans for increasing the wealth or to form theories 
concerning prosperity?" Valle asked. If these plans and theories 
were desirable, he thought the best way to proceed was to study 

the "provinces," observing “their position and configuration, " 


the “lands and the products," and the "people and resources, "> 


57. El Amigo de la Patria, May 15, 1821. 
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Vane wanted a statistical profile of Guatemala. In Europe sta- 

“tistics were “cultivated with zeal." In America, according to 
‘Valle, statistics had been “one of the sciences most forgotten." 
ieernsont » ignorant of the “lands of the nation it rules," was 
j . 

a “blind one, " 

We are nearly in absolute ignorance concerning our provinces. We 
do not know the extent of its area, nor the true position of the 
principal points. We do not know the plants that grace its sur- 
face. 

Military men come to command the armed forces; judges come 
to determine law suits; ... Sometime will a geographer not 
come to prepare a map of this valuable part of America, a bot- 
amist to observe the plants that embellish it, and a mineralogist 
to examine the mines that give it wealtn?58 


i 
. 
‘ 
. 


Valle tried to correct the blindness to statistics in Guate- 
| male by suggesting a plan that implored the government to attract 
| scholars to Guatemala for the purpose of appraising the natural 
'resources. He asked that the Royal Consulado present statistical 
data showing imports and exports; that the treasury officials 
gather information related to government income and expenditure; 
ana that vital statistics be prepared. 7? Most important, Valle 
‘himself began a statistical study of the provinces, which he never 
-completea. ©° Later, in 1825, he submitted a manuscript, entitled 
"Datos sobre Guatemala," in order “to correct the inaccuracies" 


61 
of @ geographical study of Guatemala published in London. Today 


|" 58. Ibid., January 20, 1821. 
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60. Ibid., May 7, 1821. 


61. Valle Matheu, ed., Obras, I, 104. 
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Valle's manuscript will rival any general geographical study of 
Central America for accuracy of content. 
t Valle, like Larrazdbal, recognized the unfortunate position 
of the Indians, and he thought that progress in Guatemala, to a 
great extent, depended on the education of “all glasses" but es- 
pecially of the Indians and the persons of mixed blood. This 
could be achieved, according to Valle, by: (1) increasing the 
number of primary schools and the application of the most ac- 
credited methods of teaching; (2) demanding that the different 
societies, organizations, and town councils “always be composed 
of Indians, Spaniard, and ladinos," so that they could learn from 
each other; (3) encouraging "marriage of Indians with individuals 
of other classes"; (4) promoting ideas conducive to the "wealth 
of the people of all classes, because wealth has a decided in- 
fluence on civilization, "© | 

One of the general principles that Valle associated with 

increasing the wealth of Guatemala was that of granting “freedom 
to the interests of the merchants, farmers, artisans and ranchers 
without any more interference from the government than that of 
removing obstacles, which individuals could not overcome." Valle 
was convinced that some of the “oostacles" would be removed if 
the government should distribute "land in small allotments to the 
Indians and ladinos," who did not have any. Road construction 


to the ports, the improvement of the ports and the building of a 


62. El Amigo de l 


Patria, August 7, 1821. 
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merchant fleet, “on a small scale at first," were considered by 
Valle as worthy projects for the government and would surely con- 


tribute to the wealth of the estntey*3 


111 


4 


Valle's ideas and plans for curing the ills that afflicted 
Guatemala show that in subjects other than politics his thinking 
from 1803 until 1821 was constant. His writings on political sub- 
jects, after the constitution was restored, point out his change 
from a booster of the reactionary Bustamante to an advocate of 
the constitutional system. If this transition shows that he 
lacked foresight in 1814, it also shows that he was lacking that 
same virtue in 1812, when the constitution was first promulgated. 

There is no record that tells what Valle thought of the con- 
stitutional monarchy in 1812. But in view of the situation in 
Spain, he might have guessed that it was doomed to be temporary, 
and therefore chose not to commit himself. Even if he had been 
favorably disposed toward the new system, his feelings could not 
have been very strong since he later accepted and promoted the 
interests of Bustamante. In 1820, he apparently had accepted the 
idea that the constitutional system would be maintained indefi- 
nitely. 


‘ uti 
H 
} 
a 
ij 
‘ “a 
Wy 
; 
. 
; mm 
4 


ifeuve bluow bes theme veg ont set esoete 


citosl aew of candd eneifie calla cb (tet aes 


eitemtoo exew "healt ve elses Siem so 


o 


CO gatewco oct to de Leow 


ite tgedd efLiL edd oeisiio tet —s ew | 
3S eft soitilog tei yweAdo- e¢oetidum ot deg 
Jilog no agniviw eff  jnetenmoo gem rs8y 
ain 3uo tuloqg ,betettet saw nofipe isan 


: : va ae 
soovhs ie cd etnamatevG yismeltoset oma aie 


47 


Sa 
vets awode nolitienkeis etid (Th . .medexyadk 


a3 Juoig Jet? asw aotiweigenoo end xe ole 928, 
Baie’ 
rid TO ddguodt eLieV tenw effet vadt Some 
ii s0ijseviie sit To welyv af dp GSee!l as | 
‘nivgqmed oc OG Demooh saw Ji dary bocceug ovedt da 
= ef ti evi .tLegintd dkms od. done | 
on Dinos egsiiicoe.. afd oodete wes end Driawod 980g 
ssiometd bus bedgesoos te¢eL of Sonia geome 4 
i betcecos 5 Ligne tsedgs emf yOSst of .otcanst eat, 


144 

a On November 24, 1820, Valle began a series of articles on 
government. He wrote that a good government exercised "perspi- 
eacious wisdom," calculating the "good and the bad" that a law 
might cause before the law was quasvede No responsible person 
was ever guilty of describing Ferdinand's government in such a 
manner, and if someone had asked Valle, in 1820, what he thought 
of the Spanish government between 1814 and 1820, he might have 
-amswered that "the laws, instead of extending the greatest pos- 
sible good . . . to the greatest possible number, catered to some 
and forgot others." Valle could no longer accept,such govern- 
ment, which could only cause discontent, for those who considered 
‘naires "wronged by the judicial power" would band together 
with those "offended by the executive power." If the number dis- 
affected was greater than that of the "privileged," a revolution 
was in the offing, © The thought of a descent into “horror" and 


“ehaos" repelled Valle, and he exhorted his readers: 


‘Unjust man, cease being so. ... Love justice and good faith, 
end thou shalt establish governments that will be as perfect as 
‘possible. Hear the voice of reason. The voice is clear. Every- 
One can understand it. 


‘What was the "voice" saying? Simply, that good governments would 
} 


'e. laws "that were the expression of the will of the greatest 


# 64. Ibid., November 24, 1820. 
65. Ibid., December 23, 1820. 
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66. Ibid. 
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When that happened the "force of the greatest number" 


number. " 


would support the "laws" and there would be no povetatiene | 
Thus Valle had made his transition from an adherent of 


Bustamante's regime to an ardent advocate of the constitutional 


monarchy of the Spanish liberals. His work as mayor of Guatemala 


and his writings in El Amigo not only manifested the problems 


confronting Guatemala but also showed how they could be solved 


under the new system. 


In May, 1821, Valle resigned from his position as mayor in 


order to become Auditor of war , © and a few months later he was 


called upon to accept another transition -- Guatemala declared 


independence. 


67. Ibid., December 9, 1820. 


_ 68. AGG, Ai.40, 1768 (legajo), fol. 249. Pases de titulos, 
1818-1824. El Lic. "José del Valle se nombré Auditor de Guerra 

de Captianfa General de Guatemala; A1.2.5, 29956, 3099. El ; 
ayuntamiento indica al Lic. José Cecilio del Valle, que lamentara 
su separacién de dicho cuerpo por haber optado por Sell cargo de 
Auditor de Guerra; Al. 39-58, 24946, 2819. Juramento de Auditor 

| de Guerra por José del Valle, May 14, 1821; A1.2.2, 15747, 2194. 
Libro de cabildos de Guatemala. Dn. "José del Valle expusd6: que 

S. M. se ha servido agraciarle con el empleo de Auditor de Guerra, 
May 14, 1821. It cannot be emphasized too strongly that, until 
May 14, 1821, Valle was Honorary Auditor of War and not Auditor 

of r war. 


etesin ent yo eotot" edd Sexeqqad: Jad? 


Wil Fao 


” qo 
: _— oa 
_egolguloves om od Biluow eterle faxe "ewal* egg 
ae 
:o gretet&s as wmott solvltenet? ain eben bad 


offing isvenoo en to etecovba tcebis oa of emia 
Stevo to TOY s dnow etH .elfsisedil delaeg 


eid bossettinsa yine tom ostmsA I ak 


m 
' 


: 


sede efdacom wet s baa ~" ,18W to tod thee 


betelosb slamedeuD -- sot¢tensatd rtedcone sqeounie 
j peal 


oe 


~OSSI ..© tedmsoed 


tegel) 6ayr ,OW. LA 


at tr .@4& .fo% ,Cotenet 
. . eT oe a 
: eb soc thwA ¢ e effeV Ish Sa0G .of] Be 
: P ec oSis -slemedauD eb [eienel™ 


 € ,olffs’ [eb otfitos>) Seo ott Le sothak 
i 
24180 Le 10q ohetqo tedden aoq oqueno ono tS 6h ae 
>i 9h Otusasiwwt Les ,aReeS .62-ClV IA feTtemee 
U2 2 2.fA ;2982 tf -weM ,elisV [eb Sa0l 76mF 
wqgxe elleV Leh Secl .9G@ .siamedenD eb sobi fdas 
sun ob 103 LE 2h colqee Ie soo efaetostgs obivisa & 
Ajay ,Jsce yiguotse ood bestesdqme ed Josaso 31 .aiam 
Ot fhuyA Jon br en Io wodibvA yusetomoH sew olleY , Tame 
- a 


ee ee eee eee 


Chapter VIII 
INDEPENDENCE, SEPTEMBER 15, 1821 


In January, 1821, when Valle assumed his duties as mayor of 
né capital, the constitutional monarchy, although wobbly with 
ewness, seemed destined to govern Guatemala indefinitely. By 
ay, when Valle retired from the town council to become Auditor 
f War, the move for independence was on the highroad. The change 
harp in contrast, was largely owing to outside forces, not to 
ay sudden acceptance of the principles associated generally with 
ndependence. The outstanding exception was the work of the real 
atriots like Pedro Molina, José Barrundia, and others. When it 
ecame apparent that Americans were not political equals of 
eninsular Spaniards and that the inequality was not to be cor- 
ected, the party of Molina -- the Liberals -- gained new recruits 
ut alone the Liberals could not change the status quo. Until 
ews of Agustfn de Iturbide's Plan of Iguala arrived from Mexico, 
ndependence remained out of reach. After the news was known, 

Ost of the provincial aristocracy, and all but the most reaction- 


ry Peninsular Spaniards lent their efforts to independence, and 
[146] 
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the goal was attained -- not as the true patriots desired, but 
in a compromised form. Amid the confusion, intrigue, and abuse, 
which prevailed throughout the summer of 1821, Valle's position 
was an enigma. 


t<¢ 


Although the constitution declared Americans equal political- 
ly to the Peninsular Spaniards, this was not the case. As El 
Editor pointed out repeatedly: 

America does not have equal representation [in the cgortes]. It 
is known that our representatives have demanded it forcefully, 
and that it has been denied. ... Finally the same cortes has 
decided that the deputies to the cortes do not represent this or 
that province, but the whole monarchy. Consequently, the Ameri- 
cans are well represented by those of the Peninsula, or by the 
thirty substitutes [for the American representatives ].1 

The writer continued his affected servile acceptance by flattering 
the representative system, calculated to save Americans “money 
and obligations." Furthermore, such restricted political rights 
would curtail the enmity between “ominous factions" seeking elec- 
tion in Guatemala. The "European brothers" or the compatriots 


"resident in the Peninsula" could certainly be trusted to “watch 


over" American interests.* 


1. El Editor Constitucional, May 28, 1821. The Americans 
were permitted to send thirty representatives to the cortes. 
Since elections could not be held in time for the American rep- 
resentatives to arrive in Spain in time for the opening of the 
cortes thirty substitutes were chosen. 


2. El Editor Constitucional, May 28, 1821. 
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_ Am amonymous letter, postmarked in Cddiz and addressed to 
the town council, arrived in Guatemala on January 4, 1821, two 
days after Valle had taken office. The letter pointed up what El 
[Editor had been expressing, and advised the town council to work 
for independence, because there was no reason "to expect justice 
from the Spanish government." An anonymous letter could be 


uJ 


labeled “subversive, but not a letter from one of the Guate- 


malan representatives to the cortes. José Sacasa explained to the 
sown council that he had argued for "equal representation for 


America" -- to no avail. Frustrated at every turn, he stopped 


attending the sessions of the cortes.” 


The effect of this news in Guatemala defies measurement, but 


it doubtless contributed to the cause of the Liberals. At least 
‘in the course of the next two months another group showed itself 


‘to be in favor of independence. Throughout January and February 


(1821), the Provincial Deputation had been dropping hints to Cap- 
‘tain General Urrutia that in view of the unsettled times and his 
failing health, he should retire. Urrutia, who was against inde- 
pendence, refused to acknowledge the hints. Finally, however, 


haus Junta put so much pressure on him that he decided on March 9, 


| 


mala, afio 1821 (January 12). This document is reproduced in 


| 3. AGG, A1.2.2, 15747, 2194. Libro de cabildos de Guate- 
Selenfn, Iv (1938), 111. 


4, January 30, 1821. On Jume 9, another deputy, Mariano 
Menéndez, wrote a letter to the town council in Guatemala City, 
telling the members that José Bustamante "was preparing blows" 
against Guatemala (AGG, A1.2.2, 15746, 2193. Libro de cabildos 
de Guatemala, afio 1820). This’ letter should have been filed with 
tng town council records of 1821. 
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‘to retire.° Gabino Gainza succeeded him. Gainza, a brigadier 
in the royal army, had arrived only recently in Guatemala. © He 
was @ vacillating man, and this characteristic made him the per- 
‘son "most appropriate for governing in those circumstances." He 
r also susceptible to flattery and not averse to personal gain 


at the expense of principle. / Certainly the absence of a strong 


captain general made easier the transition to independence. 


23 


The really startling news -- the news that impelled the di- 
-vergent factions to independence -- came from Mexico. As already 
noted, Hidalgo started the revolution in 1810. After leading 
the revolt for only four months, he was captured, defrocked, and 

executed. The priest José ee fos Morelos succeeded him as com- 
meander of the insurgents, a post he kept until May, 1815, when 
he was captured. Leaderless and badly outnumbered by the loyal- 


ist troops, the revolutionary forces were defeated one by one. By 


oe 


5. AGG, Ai.23, 1543, 449. Providencia promulgada por el 
Presidente, Gobernador, y Capitdn General Carlos de Urrutia. It 
is important to note that it was Dr. Pedro Molina who “urged him 
to forego the duties of his office in order that he might regain 
his health." 


6. Gainza was about 52 years old when he came to Guatemala. 
Before his arrival, he commanded a royal force fighting insur- 
gents in Chile. He was soundly defeated. His record showed 
that he lacked integrity. (Salazar, Historia de veintiun aos, 
PP. 216-217.) 


7. Marure, Bosquejo histérico, I, 21; Informe del Ministro 
Tesorero de las reales cajas de Guatemala, 11 de marzo, 1824, 
Amales, XII (September, 1935), 11. 
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1820, only Vicente Guerrero maintained a force in the field. 

When, in 1820, Ferdinand restored the constitution, Spanish 
liberals elected to the cortes promptly began to show their lib- 
eralism by abolishing the Inquisition. Anti-clericalism grew 
stronger, and the deputies drew up a program designed to strip 
the clergy of wealth and authority. The program called for the 
suppression of the Jesuits, cessation of all special privilege, 
amd the confiscation of church property. 

In Mexico, the supper clergy had been the most outspoken 
opponents of the revolution; its success meant their undoing. By 
1820, they had throttled the violent domestic threat, but now 
they had to contend with the more subtle tactics of a liberal 
cortes. The recourse they chose put them in the awkward position 
of espousing the cause they had been fighting for ten years -- 
independence from Spain. This separatist movement lacked only a 
military leader, ® 

The man who satisfied this need was Agust{n de Iturbide, a 
mestizo, who was accepted as a creole. He refused to join the 
insurgents in 1810, choosing instead to join the loyalist forces. 
In 1820, he was on the retired list, having been found guilty of 
insubordination and peculation. When the offer from the clergy 


came, he was waiting for any opportunity that promised financial 


8. Herbert Ingram Priestley, The Mexican Nation, A History 
(New York, 1926), p. 245. 
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security and a chance to burnish his tarnished reputation.” 
a Vicente Guerrero, who was operating in the southeast, pro- 
“yided the excuse for Iturbide to take to the field. As he began 
Geerations in November, 1820, the scheme devised by the separatist 
began to unfold. Iturbide's objective was not to defeat Guerrero, 
but to win him over to the separatist plan for emancipating Mexi- 
co. Iturbide engaged in a few minor skirmishes, without success. 
He then resorted to diplomacy, his real weapon, and invited 
guerrero to a conference. The two met at Iguala to discuss Itur- 
bide's pvepesais 2° 

Out of this éonférende came the much talked of Plan of Iguala, 
which was largely the work of Iturbide. The Plan was proclaimed 
‘on February 24, 1821. It had provisions to please everyone. The 
articles important for these pages were: 

I. The religion of New Spain is and will be the Roman 

Catholic Apostolic, without toleration of any other. 


II. New Spain is independent of the old, and of all powers, 
even of our continent. 


Iii. Its government will be a moderate monarchy according 
to the constitution [which was to be written]. 
The viceroy, who earlier appeared in league with the clergy, 
now declared Iturbide an outlaw, and began preparations to de- 


Stroy his forces. The preparations were slow, and the slowness 


11. Boletfn, IV (1938), 112-114. 
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mitted lturbide to unite forces with Guerrero. As Iturbide 


wed northward toward the Capital, royalist commanders, now out- 
bered, began joining him. By July, 1821, no reel difficulty 
cluttered the path leading to Mexican independence. !* 


Bc iii 


_  WNews of Iturbide's plan of Iguala arrived in Guatemala soon 


Gainza succeeded Urrutia. ! Aside from Gainza's denuncia- 


¥ 


tion of the Plan and his denigration of its author, 14 the only 


change evidenced before August was found in El Editor. Its pages 


that the Liberals and Serviles were still keeping the capital 
a turmoil. El Editor reported that its editor, Molina, had 

enemies" and had been “persecuted." Moreover, a number of 
sons who had expressed —_- ideas in the paper were "hated 
md censured" for their political conduct. Enmity had reached the 


where people were afraid to voice their thoughts. 1 


| +The editorial staff of El Editor could not be numbered among 


the tina. In a trenchant article an anonymous writer stirred the 


12. Priestley, The Mexican Nation, pp. 248-249. 


13. Montufar, Memorias de Jalapa, p. 45; Marure, Bosquejo 
waco, .1,.21. 


TE, 24, 40; Series 11, nos. 2, 3; Mexico, 1924-1946), I, 4-6. 
(Hereafter ER. H. Valie, ed., La anexién. ) 


B 15. 


El Editor Constitutional, May 28, 1821. 
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eapital and nearly drew official rebuke. Recalling the style of 


flamboyant Bergafio, the writer described to his readers his 


ecent trip to the moon, 


Upon arriving at the moon, I can only tell you that a hand- 
me lad with wings, who told me he was the genius of liberty, 
cgonducted me to a town called Airebi, where a fierce tyrant ruled, 

se name, if I do not forget, was Odnanref le Otargni. An im- 
mense crowd of all classes, sexes, and dispositions was very ex- 
Sted. and running through the streets and public plazas. I could 
not distinguish clearly the things they were shouting, but my 
gen us took me to a place from which I could distinctly perceive 
hese words: “What new monster is this? What plague is this, so 
ruel and mysterious. ... We possess fertile soil, and we lack 
profits. We are active, industrious, and we live in destitution. 
ie pay enormous taxes, and they tell us they are not enough. ... 
at is the enemy that devours us?"l 


fe 

The enemy, the monster, and the plague, “Odnanref le Otargni," 
Was none other than Fernando el Ingrato spelled backwards. The 
town, Airebi (Iberia), was Guatemala City, or any other city in 
the Spanish possessions. 

e Reckless writing such as this, and absurd letters from "The 
Evil One [La Mala]," indicated one thing -- feeling was running 
so high in the capital that fear of reprisal was tossed to the 
winds. Spurred on by word from Mexico of Iturbide's successful 
march northward, it reached a point that caused official alarm. 
The mayor, Mariano Larrave, a provincial aristocrat who had suc- 
tecded Valle as meyor, reminded the aldermen that the duty of 


Peres personal safety and of preserving “public order and tran- 
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‘ 
quility" devolved upon them. The "latest news from New Spain, " 


Hs : 
which had caused a “number of fights," and the "rumors and lam- 
poons on the walls," threw the import of this duty into high re- 


lief. Every classification of "crime" was being committed, prin- 


: Sipelly by the "low class" who were becoming "more bloody" each 


day. It was imperative that the town council perform its duty. = 


Four days later, the issue of independence, for the first 


time, received official recognition. Gainza, having received 
permission to address the town council, informed the members that 


he had received information that several inhabitants of the cap- 


ital were soliciting "signatures" for the purpose of showing that 


independence was popular. He wanted to find out who the culprits 


were, 2 


Mariano Aycinena, a hard-rock conservative, was recognized 


by the chair, and he explained to Gainza that "several provinces 


of New Spain and even the near-by Oaxaca" had declared independ- 
ence. It was just as certain that the "general opinion of the 


capital [of Guatemala] and its provinces" was favorable toward 


independence. In view of this, the men wno were soliciting sig- 


matures were only trying|to avoid "commotion and disorder" and to 
achieve independence "happily. "19 
Gainza, answering Aycinena, stated unequivocally that "gen- 


Re 
ae 


17. AGG, A1.2.2, 15748, 2194. Libro de cabildos de Guate- 


| =, afio 1821 (August 32). 


18. Ibid., September 4, 1821. 
19. Ibid. 


- tag ,deddiowes wetted ssw “emiao# to noiteolttieg 


Janis atedasu eft Dbemiotak ,fLhomueo mwod eZ 


Eg 


-st digid otmi youd eiad to dxogms edd wens ® 


en 
awe 


" 


ose "yboold s10m" sikmooed stew) ony “esalo. wae 
WHt sdf smottog [lone swos esd daddy eviges 
vex: ey Tot ,Coteiaeqehat To evest end 4 


bevisosy anived ,asnieD mottimposet iaiege 


-cso eit To etmedidsrint ipsewee sade aoivem 
send gifwota to eseqiug edt tot "ssavfanste” gokmm 


singiue ent oriw dwo Set? of bedinew @l--.438 


nesingooet ssw ,evideviesmoo woog-btat s . ar 
sconivotgq [etevee" tadt Banted ot Bealkelqne en: 
~oovebnl otslosb bet “somzsO yc~men ead soveld 
sig 10 moinigo teteneg”. ens jedd cies ied an, 38h 
biswoo eldeitoOvset sew *eson vot edt - Bee [e. 
~sle goaicfiolios even Ofw nem ex} jetne to weltv 
bas "tebyeeibh bee aottommos” Lhiove odjanty rd 
Rte vfigoed” sonebet 


-usy" tend yllecovinpeay beget] , Aner toyA gultew am 


~ 


(% 


-eTau0 eb aoblLidas 6b odd , #858 Buyer ,S.8.th 
(LE tewgua) | 


L884 8 redmedqe® 


: 155 
eral opinion for independence" was a myth, a fact proved by the 
mecessity of soliciting signatures. And the only purpose served 
by the untoward action was "to distract the youth in the college 
“and university," and agitate further an already unsettled popu- 
lace. Gainza called upon the town council to take measures ade- 


quate for the preservation of public order. “° 


- Gainza was in a predicament. In the capital, it was general 
knowledge that Pedro Molina and Mariano Aycinena were the unoffi- 
gial solicitors for independence, “1 The truth seems to be that 
Gainza did not know his own mind. He listened to promises by 
the Liberals that he would become first magistrate of the new re- 
public, should he only pronounce in favor of independence. ~* Not 
knowing what to do, he tried to maintain a fagade of loyalty for 
the eyes of Spanish authorities, by scolding officially the men 
whose promises he listened to. He did not have the cheetahs neces- 
sary for a strong stand either for or against independence. He 
Simply waited and vacillated. 
Archbishop Casaus left no doubt about his position. On Sep- 

tember 8, he spoke from his pulpit in the cathedral, condemning 


with the "greatest vehemence," the “injustice of insurrection" 


20. Ibid. By a bungled attempt to curb discontent, Gainza, 
himself, contributed to it, when he stopped mail service between 
Mexico and Guatemala. The town council sent him a firy note 
Warning him that unwise prohibition could lead to a "positive 
act of enmity," an "open break," or even a “declaration of war." 
(AGG, A1.2.2, 15748, 2194. Libro de cabildos de Guatemala, afio 
1821 [September 4].) 


21. Marure, Bosgquejo histérico, I, 23. 
oe. “Ipid., p.° 22. 
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and the "vileness of Iturbide." Casaus swore that he “would shed 
his last drop of blood" before turning against the crown. “2 
= While Casaus ranted and Gainza dallied, the independents took 
another tack. They persuaded Cayetano Bedoya, brother-in-law of 
Pearo Molina, to ride to Oaxaca and ask General Bravo, Mexican 
revolutionary, if he would support a Guatemalan proclamation of 
independence. Bedoya never completed his mission. When he ar- 
rived in Ciudad Real, capital of Chiapas [now a part of Mexicol, 
the inhabitants informed him that they had declared independence 
and sworn to the Plan of Iguala. Bedoya retraced his steps. <4 

On September 13, word arrived in Guatemala that Ciudad Real 
had pronounced in favor of independence and the Plan of Iguala.*5 
Inspired by the news, those in favor of independence conspired, 
a means mostly unknown, to accomplish their objective. The fol- 
lowing morning mayor Mariano Larrave ordered the dispatch from 
Ciudad Real read to the town council. Afterwards, he appointed 
an hour for an evening meeting and adjourned the session. Nothing 


26 


else was done. The next decision rested squarely on Gainza, who 


only two days before had demanded all military leaders to swear 


: 2 
anew their loyalty to the crown. No record has been found to 


| 
| 
23. +2Informe, Anales, XII (September, 1935), 11-12. 


_ 24, Marure, Bosquejo histérico, I, 22-23; Molina, "Memorias, " 
‘De 279 e 7 
: 


25. Montufar, Memorias de Jalapa, p. 46. 


_ 26, AGG, A1.2.2, 15748, 2194. Libro de cabildos de Guate- 
mala, afio 1821. 


27. Marure, Bosquejo histérico, I, 23. 
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| show the cajoling, threats, and promises that Gainza doubtless 


suffered that afternoon. Mariano Aycinena previously had pre- 
yailed upon him to call an “extraordinary session" of the town 
eouncil for the purpose of considering independence. Gainza 


wanted to be the first chief executive of the new republic, but, 


lacking the courage of a Cortés, he was afraid to cut off his re- 
treat leading to Spain. He had eérusea.** But some time during 
the afternoon a bargain was struck. At 5:30 p. m., the rector 
of the university received a request from Gainza to send two dele- 
gates to a general junta on the following day, "in order to con- 
sider matters of public utility and interest."“? One hour and a 
half later, Gainza addressed the town council, advising the mem- 
bers of his aecision.-° 
In his memoirs, Pedro Molina related that the “people were 
prepared to ask for independence," but, "at the same time they 
| were timid."31 Molina and Mariano Aycinena did their utmost to 
dnerease confidence and to remove timidity, when they recruited a 
‘number of Liberals and tramped through the city, attempting to 


arouse the citizenry, or "to intimidate" the Serviles.°* 


| 28. Montufar, Memorias de Jalapa, p. 46. 


| 29. AGG, A1.34, 12340, 1892. Libro de claustros de la Univer- 
Sidad de San Carlos, 1808-1831, September 14, 1821. 


| 30. AGG, A1.2.2, 15748, 2194. Libro de cabildos de Guate- 
mala, afio 1821 (September ah). 


| 31. Molina, “Memorias," p. 279. | 
) 


32. Marure, Bosquejo histdérico, I, 23. 
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_ he efforts of Molina and Aycinena must have been effective. 
By 8:00 a. m., Friday, September 15, 1821, an immense crowd filled 
the palace -- the antechambers, the corridors, and the vestibule - 
all were fillea.?? It was a crowd that favored independence. 
Soon the more than fifty representatives began to arrive -- Arch- 
bishop Casaus, military commanders, university professors and al- 
dermen. All the municipal corporations were represented. Gainza 
presided. 

. He began the session by reading the Payaten received from 
Ciudad Real. Immediately thereafter, Valle, who attended as Audi- 
tor of War, took the floor. In an “eloquent discourse," he pointed 
out the “necessity and justice " of independence, but concluded 
by advising the Junta not to declare independence until after the 
provinces expressed their opinion. Obviously an whegulyoeal stand 
against independence was untenable, for Casaus and others who were 


against independence formed along the strategic line staked out 
by Valle.34 ‘The only virtue to commend this stand to the Junta 


+33. Ibid.; Montufar, Memorias de Jalapa, p. 47; Molina, "Mem- 
orias," p. 279. Concerning the activity in and around the palace 
On September 15, Granados wrote: "I have a good memory. ... I 
went to the palace, and I did not see this immense crowd of which 
Mapure speaks. The truth is that the people did not take any part 
in that movement, to which they showed themselves indifferent." 
(Wiguel Garcfa Granados, Memorias del General Miguel Garcfa Grana- 
dos, 4 vols. [Biblioteca Cultura Popular, XXXVII, XXXVIII, XXXxIx, 
XL; Guatemala, 1952], I, 20-21.) (Hereafter Garcfa, Memorias.) The 
only explanation for this curious statement is that in 1821, Grana- 
dos was still an adolescent; his father, as his son points out and 
as the documents show, was against independence (AGG, A1.2.2, 
15748, 2149. Libro de cabildos de Guatemala, afio 1821 [December 
1]). Garcfa thought that Marure was trying to give the movement 
\@ popular character, which it did not have; nor did Marure try to 


portray it as such. 


34. Marure, Bosquejo histérico, I, 23; Montufar, Memorias de 
Jalapa, p. 47; Informe, Anales, XIl, 12-13. 
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‘and the crowd was the wisdom of waiting for a vote from the prov- 
“inees. But according to a contemporary of the times, if Valle's 

| = "had prevailed, the patriots would have been the victims 
of the Spaniards," and independence would have gone a glimmering. 
_ It soon became apparent that Valle's position would not pre- 

vail. Father José Marfa Castilla, one of the writers for El Edi- 
tor, took an absolute stand for independence. Dr. Antonio Garcfa 
‘Redondo followed along the same line, as did the judges from the 
gudiencia, Miguel Larreinage and Tomas O'Hordn. Also among this 
were Mariano Aycinena, who had worked with Molina for independ- 
ence, and Mariano Larrave, enemy Of Molina. The list of affirma- 
‘tive votes was long, and the names were the most eminent in Guate- 
mala. With each affirmative vote, the crowd, presumably follow- 
ing the leadership of Molina, voiced their raucous approval; each 
‘aete to the contrary received their jeers. The tension mounted, 
and soon the crowd was mingling on the floor with the representa- 
‘tives. 3 

| Amid the scene of confusion, bordering on chaos, a vote was 

finally taken -- thirty-three of the representatives voted for 

Mitapendence and only eight against it. Several refused to vote. 


Valle's name was among those in the affirmative. 2° Gainza made 
a 
ee 


dd 
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35. Marure, Bosguejo histérico, I, 23. 
. 

_ 36. Contemporary accounts of the action of the general junta 
ean be found in Marure, Bosquejo histdérico, I, 23-24; Molina, 
"Memorias," pp. 278-279; Montufar, Memorias de Jalapa, p. 47; In- 
forme, Anales, XII, 12-14. The best secondary account describing 
the activity | on September 15 can be found in Zamora, El grito de 


imdependencia, pp. 87-138. 
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| the official proclamation of independence. He retained his posi- 


\ 


tion of Jefe Polftico and the Provincial Deputation converted it- 


self into a Provisional Consultive Junta (Junta Provisional Con- 


} 
| 
| 
-sultiva). To the elected body, additional members were arbitrari- 
ly added, Valle being one of them.3? These changes were made by 

| ieee members of the general junta who remained in the palace 

| ier Gainza proclaimed independence. It was at this time that 


Valle composed the so-called declaration of independence, 38 


| 37. Valle previously had been elected to the Provincial Dep- 
‘Utation. Because the constitution did not permit a person to 
hold an elected office and an appointed one at the same time, 
Valle, as Auditor of War, was ineligible. He was elected in 
‘March, 1821, and the matter had not been settled by August 3, 
(Wee, B1.13, 518, 17). 


| 38. The original document is bound in a nondescript volume 
Of manuscripts, Libro de contestaciones de la jure de independen- 
‘(@ia, afio de 1821. Neither the document nor the volume has an 
archival classification. An investigator may use the original 
by asking for it. Until the early 1930's, it was generally be- 
lieved that the declaration of independence had been spirited out 
Of Guatemala and housed in a foreign archive. In 1934, the pres- 
ent archivist, Professor J. Joaquin Pardo, discovered it in the 
above cited volume. 

Valle did not actually write the declaration. The writing 
Was done by two anonymous persons. Neither did Valle sign it. 
Thus doubt has been expressed concerning who composed it. The 
evidence is too heavily weighted in Valle's favor to permit doubt. 
The contemporaries who left records credit the writing to Valle. 
Also Valle, in 1825, published the fact. In addition, there is 
the incontrovertible fact that the emendations in the document 
were written by Valle. Why did he not sign it? The logical ex- 
planation is that the document was drawn up in two parts, and 
were to have been published together, as they probably were. But 
the first part, which is called the declaration of independence 
was dated September 15, and the second part, which Valle signed, 
was dated September 16. For a copy of the declaration published 
at that time, see AGG, B3.4, 932, 45. The original is reproduced 
=. Professor Pardo's explanations in Boletin, IV (1939), 127- 
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Actually, the document is not a declaration of independence. 
There are no enthusiastic expressions about the rights of man or 
tthe singular happiness of being free. It is a calm plan of ac- 
tion. It acknowledged the important news from Ciudad Real, and 
‘the resulting enthusiasm "to become independent of the Spanish 
government, " which had been expressed by “the inhabitants of the 


capital." in view of this, the authorities present in the capi- 
*@ 
tal were invited to consider "a matter of such great importance." 


Mt the junta the communication from Ciudad Real"naving been read, 
re the subject fully discussed and meditated, and the loud and 
‘reiterated cries of 'Independence' having been heard from the 

people who had assembled in the square, streets, yards, and the 
galleries of the palace," ate Sri fontne. resolutions were agreed 


upon: 
i= 

1. That as Independence of the Spanish government is the 
general wish of the people of Guatemala (without detri- 
ia ment to what may thereupon be determined by the congress, 
|: which is about to be formed), the Jefe Polftico will 

be directed to proclaim the same, in order to avoid the 

: consequences that might be apprehended, should the 
people themselves proceed to a declaration of that Inde- 
pendence, 


2. That letters shall be immediately addressed to the prov- 
‘ inces by special couriers, in order that, without any 
delay, they may be pleased to proceed to the elections 
of deputies or representatives of their own, who shall 
assemble in this capital and form a congress, which shall 
decide upon the question of general and absolute inde- 
pendence; and in case of agreeing to the same, determine 
the form of government and the fundamental law that will 
be put in force. 
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3. That in order to facilitate the nomination of deputies, 
the electoral juntas of the provinces which ought to 
have elected the last deputies of the cortes will then- 
selves name the present deputies. 


§ F SOE re - oe 


8. That the Jefe Polftico, Brigadier Gabino Gainza, will 
continue in the superior and military government; and 
in order that he may possess the authority suited to 
existing circumstances, a Consultive Provisional Junta 
will be formed, composed of Messrs. Miguel de Larreinaga, 
» » « José del Valle, .. . the Marqués de Aycinena, 
José Valdés, treasurer of the cathedral; Dr. Angel Marfa 
Candina, and the Licentiate Antonio Robles. ... 


© 


ae 
Le. 
* These four articles were the jokers; the remaining fourteen 
were routine. After reading the above articles, it becomes 
Besta clear that Valle and the Serviles beat Molina and the 
Bberais at their own game. Articles one and two made independ- 
ence temporary, pending the decision of a congress, which was to 
meet on March 1, 1822. Article three was the clincher. The dep- 
uties to the congress were to be named "by the electoral juntas 

of the provinces" that were to have elected the deputies to the 
cortes in octet This meant that there would be no general elec- 
tion. Instead, the electoral juntas, which had given Valle and 
the Serviles the victory in the elections of December, 1820, were 
to hame the deputies for the decisive congress. Article four pro- 
vided insurance. Save Gainza (and he had no convictions), the 
members of the provisional government were favorably disposed to- 


. 
ward independence for reasons other than a genuine interest in 


=e 


39. AGG, Libro de contestaciones de la jure de independencia, 
> 1821. An English translation of the declaration of independ- 
-¢ can be found in British and Foreign State Papers, 1821-1822 
on, 1829), IX, 854-857. 
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“freedon. Molina and Barrundia won the spectacular morning round. 
‘Valle, in the quiet of the palace, deftly snatched it from them 
“that afternoon. Thus it was that "the bloodless revolution" 
“(which is not completely esnet 2s achieved a temporary independence 
. But in view of the evidence, the only people cheated were 
.* such as Molina and Barrundia -- men who were sincerely work- 
ing for independence and who believed, naively to be sure, in 
“the good that independence would bring. The provincial aristoc- 
‘Pacy and the Peninsular Spaniards, aligned with Liberals and Ser- 
viles, also had a stake in independence. Their stake, however, 
was not the same as that of the true patriots. The provincial 
Wittecracy and the Peninsular Spaniards wanted, above all, to 
preserve their power and influence. Until Iturbide's success in 
Mexico, these two classes clung to the monarchy. Afterwards, 
when Spanish power was broken in nearly all America, they had 
only one choice if their position and power were to be maintained, 
that of placing themselves in the vanguard of independence so 
that they could manipulate it to their own advantage. And the 
majority of them thought their interests would best be served by 
trading independence for a corner under the canopy of a throne -- 
the one that Iturbide was fashioning in Mexico. Although the 


purpose of these two aristocratic classes was not so apparent 


4O, On September 16, 1821, the town council of Almachapdn, 
in the province of Guatemala, received word that independence had 
been declared. The first act of some of the ruder element "fuera 
el de capar a los ultramarinos . .." (AGG, B4.2, 1176, 50. 
Almachapén sobre juramento de independencia). 
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on September 15, it became quite clear at a later date. It is 


| 

| 
| 
| 


sufficient to note here that Mariano Aycinena -- the same aristo- 


{| 
H 
| 


cratic Aycinena who, on September 14, plodded through the rain and 


i 
i 


| 
i 
i 
| 
| 


mud with Pedro Molina recruiting support for independence -- had 
‘been trying to peddle the prize to Iturbide even before it had 
been won. 

| Iturbide wrote to one of his subordinates, who was going to 
‘Chiapas, that in "Guatemala you must rely on don Mariano Aycinena, 
‘an individual who has been corresponding with me since before 
that capital declared independence, "“1 To a friend in Chiapas, 


where allegiance to Iturbide was a fact, Aycinena wrote: "My 


i 


‘friend, I work incessantly to achieve the union of these prov- 
imces to the Mexican Empire. Pray to God that my work is not in 
| vain. s 42 

/ 


| Valle cannot be numbered among those who worked for inde- 


‘pendence with the idea of handing the nation over to Iturbide. 


| 


| 41. Iturbide to Colonel Conde de la Cadena, Mexico, November 
29, 1821, Boletfn, IV (April, 1939), 308-309. Aycinena's friend- 
ship with Iturbide is further illustrated by their correspondence 
after Iturbide was exiled. See [Agustfn Iturbide] El Libertador: 
documentos selectos de D. Agustfn de Iturbide, edited by R. 
Mariano Cuevas (Mexico, 1947), pp. 393-394 (hereafter El Liberta- 
dor). After Aycinena was exiled from Guatemala, he published a 
‘pamphlet in New York in 1834, in which he stated: "In 1821, I say 
it with frankness, I did not believe the republican regime adapt- 
able to my country. My opinion for a moderate monarchy was founded 
On the superiority of this form of government. ..." (Quoted in 
Ramon A. Salazar, Mariano Aycinena [Biblioteca de Cultura Popular, 
XXII; Guatemala, 1948], p. 51.) 


42. Mariano Aycinena to Manuel Remfrez y Pdrano, Guatemala, 
November 3, 1821, Boletfn, IV (April, 1939), 308-309. This let- 
ter is also reproduced in R. H. Valle, La anexidén de Centro Améri- 
Ca, I, 67-68. 
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e did not want independence. There is no direct evidence to 


support a charge that Valle was against independence. But, in 
| - 4, an investigator will read El Amigo de la Patria in search 

f news of the Plan of Iguala, of Iturbide's success, or of inde- 
yen ence. Now is it not strange that a man wno wrote on such a 
wide variety of subjects should not find the movement in Mexico 
ond Guatemala worthy exercise? The last three issues of El Amigo, 
‘before independence, were dedicated almost entirely to the use of 
statistics and plant life in Guatemala! 3 This is not to say 
that Valle had no interest in politics. He kept his readers 
‘posted on events in Europe, and he wrote approvingly of the Span- 
“ish constitution, the cortes, and the decrees. “4 And, although 
he never wrote as much, it appears from what he did write and 
‘whet he did not write, that he would have been satisfied to live 
in Guatemala under the Spanish constitutional monarchy. 
: ' There were plenty of reasons to justify such a view. Valle 
was well informed on the subject of Guatemala. He kmew the pre- 
 @ricus financial situation -- the decline to the point of ruin 
of the money crops, the conditions of the mines, the plight of 
‘the weavers, and the abysmal ignorance of statistics, so necessary 
‘for Wise decisions. He was aware of the problems of illiteracy, 


and the urgent need for more schools; of the lack of a police 


aan 


. 
a and the consequent high rate of crime; of the parasitic ef- 
} } 

43. El Amigo de la Patria, August 22, September 1, 7, 1821. 


; Ky, Ibid., June 5, 27, August 4, 7, 1821, passin. 
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“fect of vagabonds; of the absence of good roads and the need for 
‘ class of roads; and of the repair that the ports needed. More- 
over, he was intimately acquainted with government, having held 

| 


Ysitions since 1803. Thus, he knew the myriad of problems of 


-a-day administration. These were the things that the pa- 
“triots failed to take into account. To judge from their writings, 


“andependence was an exhilarating and cleansing experience. These 


were also the things that Aycinena and the pro-Mexican clique did 
“not care about. 

| But independence did come; and when it finally forced Valle's 
‘hand, he tried to accept it on his terms, as the declaration shows 
What was his plan for the congress? It was probably one of two: 


to work to keep Guatemala under the Spanish constitutional mon- 
“areny or to accept independence and control it. The truth will 
| deer be known. The congress did not meet. Soon after the first 
“rapturous days of freedom, the unchristened land descended into 

| 


“chaos, and finally was annexed by Iturbide. 
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Chapter Ix 


THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT AND THE ANNEXATION 
OF GUATEMALA TO MEXICO, 
SEPTEMBER, 1821-JANUARY, 1822 


| Independence came easy to Guatemala. Unlike the other Span- 
ish possessions in America, Guatemala did not suffer the hardship 
f warfare. The people seemed genuinely thankful for this. How- 
ever, after the first days of breathing the rarified atmosphere 
that freedom exudes, the provincial government had to bend to 
the task of governing its new charge. Government was made dif- 
ficult, not only because of the need for funds, but also because 


af the jealous rivalry in the provinces and the controversy over 


he question of annexation to Mexico. 


On September 6, 1815, Simdén Bolfvar wrote his prophetic 


P 
; 

3 
| 
e 
r 

| 
th 
: 
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Jamaica letter, in which he stated: 


- 


ae states of the Isthmus of Panamé, as far as Guatemala, will 
Perhaps form a confederation. Because of their magnificent po- 
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sition between two mighty oceans, they may in time become the 
orium of the world. Their canals will shorten distances 
oughout the world, strengthen commercial ties between Europe 

and America and Asia, and bring to that area tribute from the 

our quarters of the globe. There some day, perhaps, the capi- 
of the world will be located -- reminiscent of the Emperor 
Beehive 's claim that Byzantium was the capital of the ancient 

world. 


Bisterstsce was formed, but the rest of Bolfvar's prophecy re- 
Mains to be fulfilled. However, if he could have been present in 
/ arm for a few days after independence was declared, surely 
me would have thought that Constantine's claim had been eclipsed 
by reality. 

Generally, Guatemala received independence much in the same 
way as proud parents receive their new born. In disbelief, El 
Genio de la Libertad (the new name of Molina's paper), queried: 
"Is it possible, my beloved fatherland, that my eyes have seen 
rs independent? Oh supreme pleasure! Oh glory incomparable to 


amy other glory! lLong live the sovereign people of Guatemala! 


Long live their freedom and independence !"* 


A friend of Pedro Molina wrote: "With grateful pleasure, I 
have seen the public papers. ... Is it not a dream? Is it not 


an illusion? No, it is real: the Kingdom of Guatemala is inde- 


: 
. 
~ 1. [(Simén Bolfvar], Selected Writings of Bolfvar, compiled 
: ‘Vicente Lecuna, edited by Harold A. Bierck, IIs, Jr., translated by 
4 Wis Bertrand (2 vols., New York, 1951), I, 119. 


2. El Genio de la Libertad, September 15, 1821. 
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‘pendent. "? | 
ia . | 
José Francisco Cérdova, who had worked with Molina and Barrun- 


dia for independence, was so "crasy and enraptured with joy, sur- 
_ rounded by work and always in the midst of people both at home 
and on the street" that he scarcely had time for "eating and 
sleeping. "+ 


uty to the Mexican cortes, was completely carried away: "Since 


the happy moment when the... news of our independence arrived, 


_—~ 


my spirit was lifted in wonderful admiration, enraptured by de- 


light most joyful, and remains in divine ecstasy." 


Juan de Dios Mayorga, friend of Pedro Molina and future dep- 
The town council of San Sebastidn ascribed it all to "Divine | 


| providence. "© 


ia 3. Pedro Chamorro to Pedro Molina, October 7, 1821, AGG, 
Molina papers. At the present, the papers of Pedro Molina have 
mo archival classification. The Guatemalan government ordered 
the papers pulled out of their classification and restricted. The 
writer is indebted to the Archivist, J. Joaquin Pardo, for the 
use of these papers. 


! 4, José Francisco Cérdova to Cayetano Bedoya (no date, but 
September 19 is mentioned in the letter), Boletfn, IV (January, 
| 1939 ) > 140- 141 > - 


AGG, Molina papers. A resident of San Juan, Costa Rica, chanced 
te be in the capital on September 15, and he wrote to the ayunta- 
@iento in San José, telling the mayor of the events in Guatemela 

He concluded by warning that the "provinces that do not follow 
the general call of independence will be voluntary tributaries 

of Spain and traitors to the common cause of the independent 
provinces. These provinces will not witness such a crime without 

indignation." Consequently, he thought it of “absolute necessity" 
that Costa Rica should become independent, and should "unite with 
Cither Guatemala or with Santa Fee de Bogatad. ..." See Bevista | 
@e los Archivos Nacionales (San José, Costa Rica), I (November- 
December, 1936), 35. 


| 
5. Juan de Dios Mayorga to Pedro Molina, October 2, 1821, 


AGG, Libro de las contestaciones de jure de independencia 
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ii 


After a celebration climaxed by a solemn mass, official 
Reals settled down to the serious business of government. 

lnza, on September 17, 1821, issued a decree informing the 

ple that all the laws that were in force before September 15 
ld remain in force until the constituent congress met on March 
1822. All persons were called upon to report any plans against 
e "adopted system of independence." Anyone caught conspiring 
inst that system could expect to be executed. After 11:00 p. 

, the capital should remain tranquil, and the saloons were warned 
' adhere strictly to all regulations.’ 

Ee Ase, on September 17, the Junta Consultiva Provisional met 

F r the first time. Valle, who had been designated as deputy for 
gucigalpa (Honduras), was charged with formulating procedure 

4 rules for the Junta. He presented his plan on September 19. 
addition to the strictly house rules, he proposed that commit- 
' es should be formed for public education, public defense and se- 
“curity, statistics, and finance. He suggested further that the 
airman for each committee should be a member of the Junta, but 

4 at qualified persons outside the Junta might serve as committee 
“members. At the same time he advised the Junta to publish a mani- 


| festo pointing out the "justice of independence" and the procedure 


| se 7. AGG, Al.22, 1510, 79. Bando del 17 de septiembre de 
4 mi. : 
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eevernnent that the Junta was following.® The Junta accepted 
jalle's plan, and appointed him chairman of the committee for 

e.? In this capacity, Valle performed a number of useful 
ervices, but his efforts were not confined to the business of 

: committee. Whenever questions of procedure came up or im- 
tant dispatches demanded composition, Gainza relied on Valle's 
ability and experience. 

on September 29, Valle proposed a@ plan, which the Junta 

‘let ter approved, enjoining the provincial authorities to submit 
“the , / ideas they considered “most useful for consolidating the new 
0 ernment," and to make monthly reports of any incidents in- 

; a by enemies of indepnendence. To facilitate the progress of 
‘Guatenale, he requested each provincial authority to submit ideas 
‘for “protecting agriculture, encouraging industry, increasing 
“commerce, and perfecting the financial system." Upon receiving 
‘the suggestions, he promised to read them for what they were worth 
lastly, and very important, he asked for a complete financial ac- 
ot de 


| 

b 8. AGG, B3.5, 934, 46. Junta Consultiva, September 29, 

: 821. There’ are two sets of documents for the sessions of the 
. 


Mta. This is not unusual, for the first notes were written 
Stily and later copied neatly. For obvious reasons, the writer 
ok notes from the copy and checked his notes against the record 
le during the session, noting important additions or omissions. 
hus, the archival classification for the Junta Consultive will 
‘Wary. This citation is from the record made during the session. 


9. AGG, B1.13, 562, 19. Junta Consultiva, September 29, 
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count from each province, /° 

| é The funds that the Junta had at its disposal were less than 
adequate. For the five-year period, 1816-1820, government ex- 
penditure exceeded income by 92,743 pesos. In January, 1821, the 
total debt of the general treasury of Guatemala amounted to 
(2,655, 599 pesos. The already "deplorable state of the royal treas 
jury" became still worse when the Spanish cortes abolished the 


i 


tributes exacted from the Indians. Moreover, the sales tax (6 

‘per cent in Spanish America) was diminished both by a reduction 
of the percentage charged and by a loss of legitimate trade with 
Spain. In view of this, Valle, as chairman of the committee for 


_ was confronted with a difficult task. The provision of 
the act of September 15, which forbade any innovations, made his 


‘je still more aifficult.+! 


i 
+ Out of necessity, Valle was alert to any possible means of 


“inereasing the government income and to measures for economy. But 


| 


‘he was not penurious. He ordered the deputies, who had been 


elected to the Spanish cortes, to return the 3000 pesos they had 
‘received for travel expenses. /* He also ordered the sale of 6000 


| 


10. Ibid.; This document was later published over Gainza'a 
‘Signature. See Gilberto Valenzuela, La imprenta en Guatemala 
(Guatemala, 1933), p. 7. On the same day, the Junta requested 
the ayuntamiento to submit the census of the capital. No fig- 
ures existed, but the ayuntamiento promised to complete a census 
within twenty days (AGG, A1.2.2, 15748, 2194. Libro de cabildos 
de Guatemala). 


11. Informe, Anales, XII (September, 1935), 4-5. 


' 12. AGG, B1.13, 562, 19. Junta Consultiva, October 3, 1821. 
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ia 173 
‘pounds of tobacco, 13 With reason, he reiterated his request for 
“an account of the provincial treasuries. Authorities in Quezalte- 
‘nango had confiscated 16,000 pesos worth of government tobacco. 2+ 
He tried to regulate strictly the sale of chicha (a strong alco- 
holic beverage), not only because taxes would increase but also 
| Wease the use of chicha was the cause of increased "drunken- 
ness," which was debasing the present generation and preparing 
‘the "degradation" of the future one. 1? At the same time Valle 
persisted in his opinion that former government employees who 
wished to remain loyal to the crown should receive their salaries 
for work completea, 1® He also prevailed against an exorbitant 
tax (10-35 per cent) on all goods that loyal subjects wished to 
take with them to Spain, ?? 

) These jobs, of course, were necessary, but they were routine, 
“requiring no great ability. But the fact that they were neces- 
“sary makes Valle's work the more important. His long experience 


|'was invaluable in the behind-the-scenes crisis. Someone had to 


Organize and devise means of administration, and Valle was the 


“man with the best qualifications. 


| 

| 

13. AGG, B3.5, 937, 46. November 22, 1821. 

144, AGG, B1i.13, 562, 19. Junta Consultiva, December 28, 


25. ibid., January 28, 1822. 
16. Ibid., September 26, 1821. 
17. Ibid., October 17, 1821; B3.6, 1000, 217. Sobre que se 


cobre un tanto por ciento a los caudales que en derecho y plato 
extraen los europeos que regresan a la peninsula. 
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iii 


Besides the difficult task of fulfilling the routine demands 
of government, the Junta had to come to grips with a thorny po- 
“litical issue. Pedro Molina, on September 22, presented to the 
Junta a petition for the reform of Article 3 of the act of Sep- 
tember 15.1 article 3 defined the procedure for electing dep- 

| dikes to the constituent congress. As noted above, the procedure 
was weighted in favor of Valle and the Serviles who had won the 
elections of 1820. Molina wanted a new deal, but his request 
was postponed. 

| Molina then resorted to an old device. The sessions of the 


Junta were open to the public. He, along with José Francisco 
‘cérdova and José Francisco Barrundia, encouraged their friends 

r followers to attend the sessions. While the deputies were 
‘debating, Molina, Barrundia, or Cérdova (at times all three) would 
‘demand the right of presenting a petition. 27 On September 25, 
‘Molina presented another calling for the reform of Article 3. 

the Junta discussed the subject in detail and agreed to reform 

, controversial article as soon as new electoral procedure was 
formulated. ~° 


Not satisfied with their victory, Molina, Barrundia and 


18. AGG, B3.5, 934, 46. Junta Consultiva. 
19. Molina, "Memorias," pp. 279-280. 


20. AGG, B1.13, 562, 19. Junta Consultiva. 
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| 175 
‘Cérdova continued to attend the sessions. The crowd became more 
boisterous each day, interjecting remarks, heckling the deputies, 
and generally making it impossible for a deliberative body to 
function. On September 27, the committee, which had been ap- 
pointed to study the problem of reforming Article 3, presented 

‘a suggestion of a resident of a neighboring village. The dis- 
‘aston was interrupted by shouts from the gallery. At length, 
‘the noise and confusion reached a point where it was no longer 


possible for the Junta to continue. Gainza ordered the crowd to 


leave. After the gallery was cleared, the Junta voted to sus- 
pend public sessions.“ 

The suspension drew criticism from Molina. He published a 
fictitious dialogue between the doorman for the Junta and the 
"people," affecting unwarranted injury in behalf of the latter: 
"Have they asked something unjust?" Were their proposals and 
claims not made in the interest of "stability of government, le- 
gitimacy of congress and the guarantee of freedom for the father- 
land?" If the people argued with some of the deputies, it was 
because those same deputies "provoked" the argument. ~* 


The Junta received other requests to make the sessions public, 


i on November 14, it reconsidered the matter. The decision 


| 

| 21. Ibid., September 28, 1821; Manuel Montufar (Memorias de 
dJalapa, p. 49) wrote that Valle, who wrote the article, permitted 
himself to be drawn into an argument with the members of the crowd. 
The article was finally reformed (AGG, B3.5, 947, 46. Junta Con- 
‘sultiva [no date]). 


22. El Genio de la Libertad, October 4, 1821. 
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reached was that the Junta would work in closed session when ex- 


ercising "governing power." On days when matters required the 

use of the “legislative power," the sessions would be public. 
valle was commissioned to write the manifesto informing the people 
of the decision, “2 

| The argument whether the sessions should have been public 
appeared, in the beginning, to have all the ingredients for a 
first-rate political quarrel. However, it soon petered out, not 
from lack of sympathy for the principles involved but because of 
the presence of a more critical issue -- the annexation of Guate- 


mala to Mexico. 


iv 


In July, 1821, Iturbide was marching north to the capital, 
and Mexican independence, by way of a conservative revolution 
against liberal Spain, was not far in the future. While Iturbide 
was marching toward the capital, Juan O'Donojui succeeded Apodaca 


as viceroy. O'Donoju debarked at Vera Cruz, but because Iturbide's 


: 


b= in that hot, humid port. Iturbide journeyed to the port and 


army blocked the road to Mexico City, O'Donoju was forced to re- 


‘met the new viceroy. After several conversations, the two men 
traveled to the city of Cérdova. There, on August 24, 1821, they 


Signed the Treaty of Cérdova, which repeated much of the Plan of 


23. AGG, B1.13, 562, 19. Junta Consultiva. 
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ia 177 
Iguala. The important difference was that should Ferdinand VII 


or the named Spanish princes refuse the Mexican crown, the Mexican 
eongress should designate the king. The treaty concluded, Itur- 


‘pide departed for Mexico City, where, on September 27, 1821, he 


was proclaimed "El Libertador. 

Before Guatemala declared independence, the province of 
Chiapas had pronounced in favor of the Plan of Iguale. After in- 
“dependence Opinion in Guatemala divided “= and against union 
with Mexico. In Nicaragua, the intendant of the district of Ledén, 
Miguel Gonzdélez, Saravia, despairing of the usurpation of power 
by the authorities in Guatemala, declared, on October 3, 1821, 
that Leén was independent. ©? Two weeks later Gonzdlez swore loy- 
alty to Mexico, 2° Meantime, Granada and other districts of Nic- 
aragua adhered to Guatemalan independence.~’ 

In Honduras, Brigadier José Tinoco, a Peninsular Spaniard 
and intendant of the district of Comayagua, proclaimed independ- 
| ence, but like Gonzdlez in Ledédn, Tinoco chose to unite with Mexi- 
€0. Tegucigalpa, Los Llanos, and other districts of Honduras 
swore to independence as declared in Guatemala City. Tinoco, re- 


sorting to armed force, tried to bring all Honduras under his 


24. Priestley, The Mexican Nation, pp. 249-250. 

25. AGG, B3.5, 936, 46. Junta Consultiva, October 31, 1821. 
Opinion was not unanimous in Leén, for a group of "citizens and 
Other people" had separated from Ledn. 


26. AGG, B1.13, 562, 19. Junta Consultiva, October 31, 1821; 
ae 15748, 2194. Libro de cabildos de Guatemala, October 19, 
1 


27. Marure, Bosguejo historico, I, 31-32. 
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authority, ostensibly in the name of loyalty to Mexico. The ports 


of Omoa and Trujillo surrendered to him, and he then turned his 


troops toward Tegucigalpa. <8 


| While Tegucigalpa lay in the path of danger, Salvador was ex- 
periencing difficulty. Pedro Barriere, governor-intendant, pro- 
claimed absolute independence on September 26. It was agreed that 
seven men shoulda be elected to form a provisional government. The 
promise of an election inspired competition between the patriots 
and the aristocrats. On the day appointed for the elections, 
Barriere, fearing a victory by the patriots, called off the elec- 
tion. After several demonstrations by the patriots, Barriere im- 
prisoned the well known revolutionary of 1811 and 1814, Manuel 
José Arce, along with several others.*? To Arce, Barriere, a 

men of “bad character, bad principles and bad habits," had com- 
mitted “the most execrable crime" that anyone could imagine. °° 
Word of Barriere's arbitrary actions arrived in Guatemala City, 
and the Junta commissioned José Matfas Delgado, revolutionary of 
1811 and 1814, to a2 to Salvador with full authority for settling 
the trouble. He arrived on October 17. Soon thereafter he ex- 


pelled Barriere, released the prisoners, and became the head of 


Be. Ibid. 


meee. Tata. E32. 


30. Manuel José Arce to Pedro Molina, October 11, 1821, AGG, 
Molina papers. 
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‘0: the provisional government. 

‘ a 

) 
: 


: = 
| taped to cope with these embarrassing differences of opinion. 


31 


_ Throughout October and November, the Junta in Guatemala City 


‘The Junta sent representatives to each of the troubled areas; the 
aate for the meeting of the constituent congress was changed to 
aieuary 1, and Valle suggested that a committee should be formed 
‘to study how to dissuade the dissident provincial authorities 

| rileie their insubordination.-* To the same end, Gainza ordered 
valle to draft a manifesto, asking the provinces to adhere to 


the system proclaimed on September 15.27 


| ‘ 
On November 10, Valle read the rough dreft of the manifesto. 


; 


' 


a 
The Junta approved it, and incorporated it in the record of the 
session. Valle explained that the primary goal of the Junta was 
a 
t0 preserve the "union" of the provinces that had formed the 


"Kingdom of Guatemala." This goal was not being achieved. The 
& 


‘"leck of harmony," which at first was no more than a “difference 


3 


of opinion, " would surely end in "civil war." It was “absolutely 


necessary, " according to Valle, that unity should be maintained. 


r 


32. AGG, B1.13, 562, 19. Junta Consultiva, November 10, 
1821. 


33. AGG, B5.4, 1372, 59. Valle remite al Jefe, Gainza, las 
contestaciones que deben darse a las autoridades de Leon y Granada 
que no estan de acuerdo en la independencia (no date). 
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Man cannot exist isolated, and because of his impotence, many men 
|}umite in order to form a village; but neither can a village exist 


}isoOlated from the others; therefore, several villages unite to 
|form a district. A district cannot exist alone. Because of this 
impotence, various districts unite to form a province. Neither 
can a province exist separated from the others; because of this 


impotence, several provinces unite to form a state. 


In case the provinces did not care to subscribe to a social con- 
tract, Valle presented the realistic alternatives. 


The provinces of Guatemala could "select no more than one 


(of three systems." Each province could form "an independent 
state, reduce itself to a province of Mexico, or be an integral 
| 

part of Guatemala." Of course, there were problems peculiar to 


‘each system. To become an independent state, a minimum of "pop- 


‘ulation, income and power" as calculated by students of govern- 


‘ment was necessary. “None” of the provinces of Guatemala,con- 


sidered separately, possessed these prerequisites. 


In order to decide to be a province of Mexico or a part of Guate- 


mala, it is necessary to form an exact parallel of the advantages 
end disadvantages [los bienes y males] that each of the two sys- 
tems offers, comparing the distance from Mexico and from Guatemala 
City, the ease or difficulty of recourse because of the same dis- 
tance, and the representation in the congress, greater or smaller, 
inproportion to the number of deputies with whom those from the 
provinces convene. 


To Valle these were the practical considerations that should 
guide the thinking of those called upon to make the decision. And 


he pointed out that no authority existed to make the decision, 


34. AGG, B5.2, 1264, 57. Cuaderno que contiene los dicta- 
menes e informes del ayuntamiento de la Ciudad de Guatemala. 
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ia 

ia 
‘which had to come from the “will of the people." They would ex- 
press their will when they elected the constituent congress. 

| _ The influence of Valle's manifesto, measured by the course 
(of Guatemalan history after November 10, 1821, amounted to noth- 
ing. This was not surprising. Two-thirds of the population did 
not care if Guatemala leagued itself with Mars, and the majority 


of the remaining third were interested only in annexing Guatemala 


‘to Mexico. The outnumbered patriots needed no influencing. These 
generalizations became apparent when the full weight of the ques- 


tion fell on the authorities in the capital. 


On October 6, Gainza read a letter received from the gov- 


‘ernor of Oaxaca inviting Guatemala to unite with Mexico. The 


letter related the happenings there. Iturbide had installed a 


regency, 2 provisional government, and had called for the elec- 


| 
\ 
| 


tion of a constituent cortes. The Junta, in Guatemala, spent the 
‘entire morning oa eee to decide how to answer the letter. At 
length, they agreed that it should be phrased in terms devised 
"to avoid" a direct answer. Valle was responsible for drafting 
the reply, which he was to present at 5:00 p. m. that afternoon. 
At the appointed hour, he arrived with the rough draft of his 


work and read it to the assembled Junta: "September 15, ultimo, 
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, 589 days after June 2, 1524, on which Pedro Alvarado ar- 


in Guatemala with 300 Spaniards, the happy independence of 


capital was proclaimed. The will of all was one." Valle 


imued for several paragraphs describing Guatemala after inde- 


| # 

' 

] 

’ 


pendence, and then informed the governor of Oaxaca that a congress 


would be called to decide the future of Guatemala. Yes, this was 


sufficiently evasive; the Junta approved it. 36 

; ro The town council received the invitation from the governor 
of Oaxaca more hospitably. Mariano Larrave, appointed by the 
‘town council to write the history of independence day,?? already 
had chosen a title for a second chapter. lLarrave warned the alder 
men that Mexico had "declared its dominion over all northern Amer- 
ica." "Consequently," Guatemala was included. Iturbide's army 
would not “view with indifference" the separation of Guatemala, 
especially since Ciudad Real, Ledén, and Comayagua already had, 
joined the empire. Guatemala possessed "no arms, money, or mili- 
tary capacity." By joining "voluntarily," Guatemala should be 
in a position to gain "aavantages.""° 

_ Amtonio Larrave, brother of Mariano and member of the town 
council, could not agree at this early date. He stated that no 

te 

- 36. AGG, B1.3, 562, 19. Junta Consultiva, October 6, 1821. 
‘Valle dated the dispatch October 7, 1821. This document has been 
‘Mistaken for the declaration of Independence. (Jones, Guatemala 
Fast and Present, p. 35.) 


37. AGG, Ai.2.2, 15748, 2194 Libro de cabildos de Guatemala 
| age 2. 1821; Boletfn, IV (1939), 149. 


i 38. AGG, Al.2.2, 15748, 2194. Libro de cabildos de Gautemala 
Ovember 4, 1821; Boletfn, Iv (1939), 287-289. 
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authority except that of the constituent congress had the right 


‘to make @ decision, and his opinion was supported by others. 2? 
) Mariano, undismayed by the arguments, asked the town council 
to inform the governor of Oaxaca that Guatemala “immediately 
unites herself to Mexico," and to write to "Sefior Iturbide to tell 
him of the union of Guatemala with the Empire and to thank him 
for being the author of our independence." At this time, November 
4, 1821, Mariano Larrave was in the etaertty. 
The patriots, Molina, Barrundia, Cérdova, and their follow- 
ers, were, of course opposed to annexation. By means of the Pa- 


‘triotic Society and El Genio de la Libertad they voiced their op- 


position. El Genio (October 15, 1821), after comparing the ad- 
vantages and disadvantages of annexation, inquired: "Who guaran- 
tees to you that the Mexican congress will be convened? Who would 
force a chief, who has an armed force, to fulfill his promise?" 
‘It warned its readers not to ignore "the omnipresent disposition 
r a@ monarch to become absolute [and] the tendency that an armed 


‘force has toward despotism." Precisely, what were “the safeguards 
qui 


for Mexican freedom 
While this thoughtful article asked the readers to counsel 


; 


Caution, José Francisco Cérdova exposed the motive of those in 


39. Ibid. 
HO. Ibid. 


41, José Matfas Delgado, provisional governor of the prov- 
ince of Salvador, was asking the same questions (Delgado to Pedro 
Molina, December 27, 1821, AGG, Molina papers). 
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favor of independence. On November 10, in an address to the 
Patriotic society, he denounced the "enemies of independence" for 
using the Plan of Iguala as a "pretext" for promoting their own 
} The firy Barrundia, aware of the motives, challenged 
the character of those who desired annexation: "Ignorant men, do 


you not have eyes to see the advantages of a country, until now 


frustrated by tyranny? Cowards, without the heart to have a 
fatherland and to defend it!" 

| These words must have fallen on deaf ears, for action in the 
provinces, and especially in the province of Guatemala, reflected 
the further deterioration of the union that was once the Kingdom 
of Guatemala. On November 15, the town council of Quezaltenango, 
r the province of Guatemala, declared independence of the capital 
and united with Mexico; a few days later, the same town council 
invited that of Antigua (twenty-five miles from the capital) to 
join erie. ** Huehuetenango, in the province of Guatemala, pro- 


nounced independence from Guatemala and Mexico. 45 Three days 


later, November 29, San Pedro, in the province of Guatemala, swore 
: 46 


its allegiance to Mexico. In the course of this siege of pro- 


42, El Genio de la Libertad, November 19, 1821. 


43. AGG, B5.2, 1264, 57. Discurso pronunciado por José 
Francisco Barrundia. 


44, Bolet{n, IV (1939), 295, 302. 


45, Ibid., p. 306. 
46, Ibid., p. 308. 
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liibedénte, declarations and swearings, Costa Rica, previously 


i 


having declared independence, chose to remain “neutral” until a 
decision was reachea.”? 

) Add to the political chaos, the increase in drunkenness, the 
carrying of small arms, and the general rowdiness of the capital, 
amd the picture of Guatemala before matters took a turn for the 


worse is complete in outline, if not in detail. 


vi 


r 


_ On November 27, 1821, a courier, José de Oflate, carrying 


i Se 


jispatches from Iturbide arrived in Guatemala City. 
nad advanced to high stations since the time of his retirement. 
H@was now Generalissimo of Land and Sea and President of the 
Most Serene Regency. Iturbide tactfully broacned the subject of 
annexation. He wrote Gainza that the interests of Guatemala and 
Mexico were “so identical" that they could not remain separated 
"without endangering their existence and security." What were 
the measures desirable for the interior administration of Guate- 
nala that could not be passed by the “general congress of Mexico, 
at the proposal of representatives" sent from Guatemala? In for- 


eign relations it was clear that Guatemala, "alone," would not 


have the importance that "union with Mexico" would provide. Per- 


47, Marure, Bosquejo histérico, I, 35. 


a 48. AGG, B1.13, 562, 19. Junta Consultiva, November 27, 
21, 
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naps , in time, the “respective position of the two states" would 
change, and both would become "great states capable of existing 
alone." But in 1821, Guatemala lacked "troops and money," and 
, was vulnerable before any invading power. Iturbide 
gieeiuded by reminding Gainza that Mexico stood for “religion, 
independence and union, "9 

Two days later, the Junta decided to submit the question of 
annexation to all the town councils. Valle was charged with draw- 
ing up the manifesto to this effect, and he immediately left the 
session to compose it. A short time later, he returned with the 
reagh draft, which the Junta approved.-° The manifesto informed 
the town councils of the contents of Iturbide's dispatch, and 
that the Junta did not have the “authority to decide for inde- 
pendence of tne Mexican Empire or for union with the same." The 
manifesto continued that the Junta had “agreed that each town 
council, in public session (cabildo abierto)" should consider the 
question and submit their decision within a eee 
The reply of the Junta to Iturbide, also written by Valle, 
explained the thinking behind the desire to permit the town coun- 


cils to make the decision. Valle wrote: 


| 
) 
| 


49, AGG, B5.5, 1264, 57; Boletfn, IV (1939), 278-281. 


F 50. AGG, B1i.13, 562, 19. Junta Consultiva, November 29, 
Bi. 


| 51. Ibid. The cabildo abierto is, to some extent, comparable 
to the town m meeting of English colonial towns. Unlike the town 
meetings, the cabildo abierto was called only for very important 
decisions, and only those who received invitations could attend. 
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The people of the nineteenth century are not what they were in 

the twelfth. The knowledge of their right is more general, civil- 

ization more advanced, and the power of opinion demands more at- 

tention. 

| Proclaiming this Kingdom independent of that of Mexico, the 

eople . . . perhaps would turn against the government that had 
ived them of the advantage of the union with a rich and power- 

fu empire. Declaring the same Kingdom a province of Mexico, the 

same people, always changeable and voluble, would perhaps rise 

against the government, which had united them to another state or 

empire without inquiring their will. 

_ Midway between the extremes there is a line drawn by prudence 

and a necessary for the government to proceed along this 

line e 


Pp 


The dispatch to Iturbide explained why the Junta refused to accept 
the responsibility, and the shifting of the decision to the town 
councils showed that the Junta had retreated from its position of 
October 6, when it had stated that only the constituent congress 
had the authority to make the decision. 

| Iturbide's letter and the decision of the Junta to permit 
the town councils to decide for or against annexation spurred on 
the Opposing factions, and the eee ieeasiiot to one witness, 
was reduced to "anarchy." On the night of November 29, a "famous 
orchestra" serenaded José Ofiate, Iturbide's courier. Besides the 
orchestra there were "more than three thousand" people who were 
Stine: "Viva el Imperio méxicano, Viva Guatemala. Vivo el in- 


victo Iturbide. Viva nuestro libertador. ... Viva el Capitdn 


José Ofiate. . . . We do not want democracy. We do not want a 


52. AGG, B3.5, 938, 46. Junta Consultiva; B1.13, 562, 19. 
Tanta Consultiva. The dispatch to Iturbide and the manifesto to 
the provinces were published over the signature of Gainza (Boletfn, 
IV 11939, 312-314, 371-376). 
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gepublic. "53 
| Don José de Oflate, who did not forget to commend himself to 
Iturbide, was not neglected by the proponents of complete inde- 
pendence. These "wretched inhabitants" wrote on the walls and 
the Exterior of houses: “Democracy or blood. Death to Iturbide 


and long live the republic. Oflate has come to Guatemala... to 


make us wretched. Death to Ofiate and all his family." Shaken by 
these "bloody insults" and an attempt on his life, Ofiate armed 
himself and requested a bodyguard.-”* 

There is no reason to believe that Oflate was exaggerating. 
On November 29, the same night that Oflate was serenaded, a “pro- 
cession of people parading through the streets playing music, 
burning firecrackers, and clamoring for the Mexican Empire" stoppe 
before Pedro Molina's home. The crowd threatened him “with ex- 
pressions of greatest hatred and enmity."92 José Francisco 
Barrundia and José Francisco Cérdova experienced the same treat- 


ment, and all petitioned the Junta to take measures to protect 


them from future indignities and threats. 


323-325. 


54. Ibid. For a description of similar events in San Salva-_ 
dor, see J. Joaquin Chavez to Pedro Molina, December 28, 1821, 
AGG, Molina papers. | 


55. AGG, B3.5, 937, 46. Junta Consultiva, November 30, 1821. 


56. AGG, B1.13, 562, 19. Junta Consultiva, December 1, 1821. 
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On the following night, November 30, a number of patriots at- 


tended the meeting of the Patriotic Society, and heard an address 
on whether any governing body in Guatemala possessed authority 
sufficient for annexing Guatemala to Mexico.>? The meeting of 
the society adjourned about 10:00 p. m. Molina and his brother- 
in-law, Mariano Bedoya, along with twelve other patriots, were 
walking along "enjoying the moon [disfrutando la luna]," and 
shouting “vivas and praise of this country, of its liberty, and 
also of the republican government." As they walked along the 
street where the "saloon Lucrecia," was located, they started to 
go home. At this time, they encountered a "patrol of soldiers" 
commanded by the Peninsular corporal, Fran Isla, and accompanied 
by Mariano Larrave, who had ordered the patrol. Isla challenged 
Molina and the patriots, who replied, “Guatemala free." Isla 
then ordered the “commander" of Molina's "patrol" to advance. They 
answered that they were neither a patrol nor did they have a conm- 
mander. isla repeated his commend and received the same answer. 
The soldiers then fired on the patriots, killing Bedoya, Molina's 
brother-in-law and Manuel Meida (or Mayda or Mella). Molina 
claimed that Larrave was “drunk as usual" and accused him of mur- 


der for having ordered Isla to fire on the patriots.-° 


57. AGG, B5.2, 1265, 57. Junta Consultiva. 


58, AGG, B5.2, 1263, 57. Pedro Molina se queja contra el 
cabo Francisco Isla por haber hecho fuego y muerte a su hermano 
polftico, Dn. Mariano Bedoya, la noche del 30 de noviembre, De- 
cember 3, 1821. In his memoirs, Molina wrote that the incident 
was prompted by more than "party spirit," for Larrave "had a good 
dose of acvardiente in his body." According to Molina, Larrave 
was accustomed "to drinking liquor at all hours." (Molina, "Men- 
orias," pp. 280-281.) 
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) 
FF Larrave, as might be expected, told a different story. Ac- 


| | 
\@aeting to hin, the patriots left the meeting of the Patriotic 
Society and began insulting the mayor (Larrave) and other members 
of the town council. lLarrave also accused the patriots of offer- 
ing the “worst insults" to José de Oflate. Some time after the 
patriots visited Ofiate, they ie clita the patrol. Larrave 
claimed that they were carrying “knives and pistols," and when 

‘ie patrol challenged them, they answered with pistol shots. After 
such provocation, Isla returned the fire and two men were killed. 
Larrave concluded his side of the story, asking the town council 
to petition the Junta to decree against meetings at night, and 
especially against the Patriotic Society.” 

) Since a member of the military was involved, the case came 
iehan the jurisdiction of Auditor of War Valle. Molina protested 


against Valle hearing the case, and according to Molina, the 


reasons for his protest were "well known and public." They were 
founded on: ". . . the declared enmity that Sr. Valle professes 
for me, on his good friendship with Dr. Larrave, and on a thous 
other circumstances that are equally public." Moline asked the 


Junta to substitute an “impartial judge" for Valle, 60 In what 


59. AGG, A1l.2.2, 15748, 2194. Libro de cabildos de Guatemala, 
December 1, 1821. While the town council was in session, “a large 
crowd" gathered at the door of the hall and demanded that those 
involved in the incident should be arrested. A note was received | 
by the Junta supporting Larrave's statement, but it was not signed 
(AGG, B5.3, 1248, 58. Cuaderno que contiene los dictamenes e in- 
ro del ayuntamiento de la Ciudad de Guatemala, December 24, 
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appears to have been a move to put pressure on Valle, one of Mo- 


| 
‘lina's friends, who was to assist in the case, withdrew because - 
Molina was the godfather of one of his children, °1 

| _ Valle apparently resigned from the case. Some time between 
November 30 and December 4, Larrave, who had resigned from the 
town council, asked the Junta to grant him a "passport." Molina 
tried to prevent Larrave from leaving the city because of his 
dpiiesty in the shooting of November 30. At the same time he 
asked that Valle be enjoined from voting on the petition. Barrun- 
aie and Cérdova submitted identical petitions. Valle left the 
room while the Junta discussed them. While he was gone, objec- 
tions were raised that the Junta lacked the authority to deprive 
eputy from exercising his authority. Valle, upon returning, 
@tierea over the protests of several of the deputies, that he 

was definitely going to abstain from the matter, 7 Possibly he 
removed himself from the case as well, if it were ever heard. 

Two days after Bedoya and Meida were killed, Gainza pre- 
sented a list of restrictions, which the Junta approved. Hence- 
forth, “all music in the streets at night" was forbidden, unless 
a license had been obtained. All "persons" caught forming "gangs 


or groups" in order to clamor for any "system of government, au- 


61. Ibid., December 5, 1821. 


62. Ibid., December 4, 1821. Larrave resigned from his po- 
Sition as mayor (Boletfn, IV [1939], 327). On December 3, Pedro 
Molina asked for permission to leave the city, which he described 
as being divided in two angry “armed factions." (AGG, B3.5, 

938, 46. Junta Consultiva.) 
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thorities, officials, or private citizens, . .. for shouting 
death to classes or persons of contrary opinion" would be prose- 
cuted. After 8:00 p. m., no more than "three men" were permitted 
together on the streets unless they were accompanied by some "de- 
cent lady or ladies belonging to their family." Carrying weapons 
was prohibited (as it always had been), and the Patriotic Society 
was suspended, °3 
The shooting and the subsequent decree appeared to have a 

sobering effect on the capital. Except for an attempted prison 
preak, O4 and a repeated demand to suspend the town council, which 
was claimed to be the "origin of all the exmnty 22? the populace 
appeared content to await the decision of the town councils. 

Observing the chaos brought by the bitter rivalry in the ab- 
sence of strong central authority, one of Iturbide's officers 
noted “with satisfaction the progress" that "independence in Guate 
mala" had made. ©© Iturbide ordered Colonel Conde de la Cadena 
to Chiapas so that he would be available to provide leadership, 


in case the “proceedings of the provinces" caused Guatemala to 


63. AGG, B5.3, 1288, 58. Cuaderno que contiene los dicta- 
menes e informes del ayuntamiento de la Ciudad de Guatemala. 


64, AGG, A1.2.2, 15748, 2149. Libro de cabildos de Guate- 
mala, December 4, 1821. 


65. AGG, B1.13, 562, 19. Junta Consultiva, December 5, 1821. 


gativosa Tob. .. ~emesidto oTAVING 10. B 


-350%¢ @0 Dinow "nolatao YIstaeo To aflcated 1.4 
; es. 
soviinisg etew “nem seus" cedd etom on eo@ 2g Of 


" s ie ie 
~ob” emoe YC Bbolmeqmocos etew edd eacliny sJee%, 


sow paiyuied ".\ytimst atedd oat giigsoled agt 


| a 
. (\Jelooe ofgoltsed old bee .(eeed band eyewia th, 
: S J aa ie! 


- i } ‘al é 
i - SVS0 Cl Dboteeqgse eetoah jneupoedve end Be . 


scoeliq Sevqueida os wot tqoeoxe elsiiqes ont ge 


iow .ALOmMOCS mweod edd beeqese.otd haemeb ve) 


Bs eseiugod aig ~o 8 a Sucve ois [ie to atutro* 


»*SL19MVOO twos ent to szokbetoeh ent Jiews 


“dé oS a. ytlaevin assdid ed yd trigeoad a0end..flb 
erseltlo a'6htdandl to amo eWtitoristua Lets 


~J50U OL eotebneqehbat® gerd *arenpong end solsostatg 
atebse of oh ebomod Lemelod bereixe ebiduwwael ae 
a 


Ginstepael shivowy of eldelieva ed biuow od Jat 
at: j wie 


sso ate Deewso “seontvetq edd. te a gnide 


2 4 
, 


“S30Lb 20. emefiaoo exp omtebes) .68 ,68SE (Fue a 
Si@nsieuD eb behietd el eh cinelimeatauys Leb 


-23JeuD ob eoblides ef ond tel -QHIS ,Buver $900 


-isol ,C tedmeced ,avisivenoDd stout) ,e! S02... 1s 


- 


-H si ,LS6!l .6 sodmeoeG ,ebtdausl of ix 
%, - a 
+ fitelog ;' 


(COl-80i f .eodabas opine) ob mb 


195 
ate with Mexico. §7 Word of Iturbide's order reached Guatemala, 
and the gangrenous rumor that 5000 troops were also ceseeemece spre 
its poison. 

_ Gainza, who either believed the rumor or was afraid not to, 
gave credence to it when, on December 10, he told the Junta that 
“the coming of troops from Mexico" was common knowledge, and that 
they had already entered the “territory of Guatemala." At least, 
that was what the residents of the capital “were saying." In 
order “to avoid the injurious consequences" of the arrival of the 
Mexican division, Gainza suggested that deputies should be sent 
to Mexico. In view of the “extreme poverty of the treasury," 
Gainza felt that the “small sacrifice" of paying the expenses of 
deputies would not be nearly so great as the sacrifices that the 
“eoming of the troops" would demand. ©? Gainza's proposal was 
tantamount to conceding annexation, and the Junta,at this time, 
was not ready to make that concession. The deputies declared 
they would wait for the votes of the town councils. ?° 

On December 28, 1821, the town council received a letter 
from Iturbide offering the “solid basis of happiness" that union 


with Mexico promised. The same day the town council began its 
| 


| 
67. Iturbide to Conde de la Cadena, December 5, 1821, HR. H. 
Valle ed., La anexién de Centro América, I, 106-107; Boletin, IV 
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(1939), 308-309. 
68. Boletin, IV (1939), 302-303. 
: 69. AGG, B1.13, 562, 19. Junto Consultiva, December 10, 


70. Ibid. 
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| “ 
debate of whether. it should vote for annexation. By 8:00 p. m, 
when the session was adjourned, nothing had been accomplished, 
but the next day it voted for annexation. The decision made, at- 
tention turned to whether it was necessary to make annexation 
subject to specified conditions. José Antonio Larrave, brother 
of Dr. Mariano, observed that, in view of the "generosity" with 
which "the most Serene Generalfssimo Dn. Agustfn de Iturbide" of- 
fered his aid to Guatemala, no "terms or conditions" were neces- 
sary. And that was the way the town council voted. 

' The Junta had promised Iturbide that the decision would be 
dispatched on January 3, 1822. On January 2, a motion was made 
to declare immediately for union with Mexico and to inform Itur- 
bide of the decision. Valle protested. He had just received a 
letter from the town council of Tegucigalpa informing him that 
it yote on the question of annexation would be sent in the next 
mail, Furthermore, Valle stated, all the votes from the other 
‘town councils had not been received, and they had to be considered 
before Iturbide was notified. Valle explained that there was no 
reason “to fear intervention by troops from the Empire," and he 
concluded his protest, suggesting that the Junta inform Iturbide 
‘that all the town councils had not replied and that he would be 
notified of the decision as soon as possible. /1 


_ Miguel Larreinaga, one of the fathers of independence, re- 


71. Ibid., January 2, 1822; Boletfn, IV (1939), 379-384. 
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195 
plied to Valle “that the general will of the people," as ex- 
pressed in the votes returned by the town councils, was already 
known. If the reply to Iturbide were delayed, the deputies from 
Guatemala to the Mexican congress would not arrive on time. 
Larreinaga wanted to dispatch an affirmative answer to Iturbide 
immediately. /< 

It was 1:00 p. m. when Larreinaga finished speaking. The 
Junta voted to follow Valle's advice and apprize Iturbide that 
all the town councils had not presented their votes. The Junta 
was declared adjourned. But before the deputies left the roon, 
Larreinaga declared that “very few town councils" had not mailed 
"their answer," and that he did not think the tardy ones shoulda 
be allowed “to prejudice" the town councils that had responded 
punectually. Mariano Aycinena, Mariano Beltranena, and Antonio . 
de Molina, all aristocrats, supported Larreinaga. (3 
Immediately after this flourish of words, Gainza read a 
paper, which he apparently had written himself. He emphasized 
the poverty of Guatemala, lamenting the “lack of ports," the "un- 
healthy coasts," the "lack of a navy, and the limited commerce." 
How could a province, which was scarcely able to subsist, hope 


to become a sovereign state? Gainza asked. It was common knowl- 


edge, he maintained, that the treasury was nearly bankrupt, and 
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196 
that before independence Mexico was sending money to pay the 
mecessary expenses of the province." After describing the dreary 
Pinancial picture of Guatemala, Gainza recollected that "it was 
always a proverb of Guatemala that she should follow the fortune 
of Mexico,“ and he claimed: "I heard it after my arrival in the 
sountry , and 1 was always persuaded of it. So was everyone else 
mtil the moment of pronouncing independence on September 15, and 
the Junta knows what happened at this act. The progress of Mexi- 
30 produced it. Without it Guatemala would have kept silent." 
tainza concluded his informative paper by warning the deputies 
that a delay of an affirmative reply to Iturbide would give "cre- 
lence to the opinion" of those in "favor of absolute independ- 
ance," and thereby inspire untold disorders. (4+ 

_ Gainza had changed his mind since April 10, 1821, when he 
referred to the most Serene Generalfssimo Iturbide as "the faith- 
less" and “the ingrate," and accused him of the “theft of more 
chan a million pesos, "75 
Although a number of the deputies were sympathetic toward 
vainza's view, his words must have fallen on the ears of men 
“ith empty stomachs and tired eyes. The session had continued 
, oo the lunch hour and into the siesta period. Besides, Valle's 
; had been accepted by the Junta, and Larreinaga and Gainza 


| 


4 spoken after the official adjournment. 
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The afternoon session of the Junta also proved fruitless for 
the pro-Mexican deputies. José Antonio Alvarado, deputy from 
Costa Rica, proposed that the votes of the town councils should 
be declared invalid owing to the fact that the town councils were 
influenced by the rumor that Mexican troops were coming. 76 Valle, 
wno in the meantime had been perusing the opinions of the town 
councils, explained to the Junta that the votes made one of four 
jeGisions possible: (1) that only a constituent congress could 
jecide whether. Guatemala should be annexed; (2) that Guatemala 
umite with Mexico; (3) that annexation be made subject to speci- 
fied conditions; (4) that the town councils should conform to 
whatever course the Junta decided. In light of the votes, Valle 
raised two questions. Did the Junta have the authority to decide 
for or against annexation? Could annexation be subjected to spe- 
cific conditions??? By a unanimous vote, the deputies decided: 
"The government cannot decide the union of Guatemala to Mexico. 
Its functions concerning this point are reduced to counting votes 
. « e Calculating the majority; and being the will of the latter 
to unite with Mexico, the government must conform with it [... 


el gobierno debe conformarse con ellaja2?® 


76. AGG, B1.13, 562, 19. Junta Consultive, January 2, 1822; 
Boletfn, IV (1939), 379-384. 


we. Ibid. 
7o. Ibid. 
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198 
_ Valle's examination of the votes showed that the town coun- 
sils were considering four solutions and that the majority of 
phose that had submitted their vote had decided for annexation. 
fhe Junta decided that it was empowered only to follow the dictates 
9f the majority. The discussion of questions raised by Valle also 
showed that the Junta planned to postpone a definite reply to 
[turbide until all the votes had arrived. And before the after- 
700n session of January 2, 1822, ended Valle told the deputies 
that he had received another communication from the town council 
ff Tegucigalpa, informing him that it had received the votes of 
she Other town councils of the district end that they would ac- 
company the vote of Tegucigalpa. Valle asked specifically that 
shis fact be included in the records of the Junte./? 

The Junta did not meet again until Saturday, January 5. 

rainza opened the session by reading a paper in which he repeated 
211 the arguments for annexation and enunciated again the danger- 
ous course of refusing to unite with Mexico. He warned against 
further delay, appealing to the emotion of fear, and he asked 
the Junta to declare Guatemala annexed to Mexico, as the majority 
of the votes demanded. The Junta followed his advice with a unan- 
imous vote. Thus Gautemala became a province of the Mexican Em- 
sire, 80 


Unanimity must have been for the sake of appearance, for 


79. Ibid., January 3, 1822, pp. 387-388. 


80. Ibid., January 5, 1822; pp. 389-392. 
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Valle also submitted a written opinion, in which he clearly statea 


ais position. Valle believed that the people of Guatemala had 
three fundamental rights: that of electing representatives who 
should treat matters corresponding to the legislative power; that 
of discussing these matters by means of their representatives; 

and that of deciding the same matters by means of their representa 
pives. These rights, Valle continued, could not be exercised by 
‘each town council" expressing its opinion "isolated and separated 
from the others." The dictates of a "Sovereign Power" was pre- 
requisite to the transfer of these rights. “Separated and iso- 
lated, " the town councils did not constitute a "Sovereign Power. " 
Mly the congress, ordered by the act of September 15, could ex- 
reise sovereign power. The decision for annexation, then, was 
llega. °1 | 

 Valle's argument would have been more effective if he had 
joiced it on November 28, when the Junta decided to accept the 
vill of the town councils instead of waiting for the constituent 
ongress to convene and decide. Also, the argument was essential- 
Ly the same one that he had drawn up at the orders of the Junta 
md Gainza and announced as the official policy of the Junta on 
lovember 10, 1821. Why Valle did not declare his position on No- 
jember 28, if he did not, is unknown. The record of the session 


stated only that "nearly the whole morning was spent [se invirtid 
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81. Ibid., January 7, 1822, pp. 396-398. 
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casi toda la mafiana]" discussing how to answer Iturbide's request 
for ainexation. °7 The answer was that the town councils should 
dJecide the issue. 

Valle had fought a losing battle. Gainza, who refused to 
wait for the “very few town councils" to reply, urged the Junta, 
that needed no urging, to declare Guatemala amexed. °2 Annexation 


was subject to no conditions. °* According to Gainza, the votes 


from the town councils showed: 104 for outright annexation; 11 
for annexation, but with conditions; 32 would do whatever the 
Junta did; 21 wanted the constituent congress to decide; 2 were 
against annexation. "The rest" of the town councils had not re- 
sliea. © 

Valle, in the course of the session of January 5, 1822, asked 
the secretary, Mariano Galvez, for the answers submitted by the 
town councils. Gdlvez accommodated him. Valle "began to make a 
orolix comparison, in the presence of the Junta, in which he busie 


86 Four days later, 


himself for a long time, until 12:30 [p. mJ." 
Valle informed the Junta that "the rest" of the town councils that 
nad not replied numbered seventy-one. This number, being a little 


nore tangible than "the rest," startled Larreinaga into absurd 


82. AGG, B1.13, 562, 19. Junta Consultiva. 
83. Ibid., January 5,1822. 


84. Ibid. Valle and three other deputies abstained on this 
neasure, 


85. AGG, B1.13, 562, 19. Junta Consultiva, January 5, 1822. 


86. Ibid. 


* Tinta? (gi La a i Ml Mat, 
ea y ets D 4 

J x D > , 1 : . 

= ; ye ne ie ‘ ‘ 
5 a a ap 4 
' i Wyn r, 

AY Al im i ray y ‘i ‘ 

te * i \ 
7 , a if ame it 


i hea: ity 1 
i 5 ad Ue Sele 


| soo. 28 a abtdse) Sewanee OF WER Sneenoe 


‘LLOCNOS BAwod eid Gadde Ga sere? 
t t® ok f ¥ »wittad gar feot 2° 
: sl ond be .viget od “eifenues mee wee 
) * , Sureune «lepervanS euatoes of 
| 46, wie” 
“Sale. od pathionok - arols Lhreg 
; a = %. teh ‘en : ’ Peet 
OCCT SEO CARLING S67 ROE | hewaee aeeee 
a ~ i j t i 
\ Seti On Divow SE paroligbined: ad ie 
4 
| (vi loeb OF BeerTgnce teontiseancdo sag 


ts “oO 20. DAG el loneop fwod eno we Meer eahe 


{ 
(i! LoaGe ,~aseL .¢ Yuet to seleese ead te eeu 
IS da (wanes ody tot  sevLeO-o 


bet & ogueu j wed" wifey ,iid Owe hommoode sere 


ot, 


i ies - Ve to dovertete edd Ae 


He : ) moe “OM Oat se) Of: ae) ae 


1 ; J oi 1O *36on end" etd ee 


~evta ty Gtio. ao ote ae ree me iP" . 


seliugeh secite ced Loe elLiev 


; : 1siiel ,evidineso) stag. f See 


4 


201 
‘tatements. He accused Valle of counting some town councils "that 
re not in Guatemala, or were at least not known to pe, "87 But 


mnexation was a fact. Valle's research could not change it. 


vii 


There are several reasons for the annexation of Guatemala to 
lexico. That the aristocracy waded 14 and promoted it was the 
ost important one. Pedro Molina wrote that "several demagogues" 
f£ the aristocratic party, the Serviles, passed among the poor 
eople telling them that "Mexico would come to spread among them 
ts wealth." The clergy, according to Molina, also "adhered" to 
ine system of Iturbide. They saw in the Plan of Iguala "the pres- 
rvation of their pre&minences. " The "Peninsular Spaniards" de- 
ired a king in Mexico who should protect their position of pref- 
rence “over the creoles, "88 Alejandro Marure agreed with Mo- 
ana. 99 But Molina and Marure were liberals, and if they had 
tated anything contrary to these statements it would have been 
urprising. Their liberal bias, however, did not do violence to 
ne facts, as shown by other evidence available. 

Gainza, a father of independence, wanted whatever was pop- 


lar -- independence or annexation. Mariano Aycinena, a father 


87. Ibid., January 9, 1822. 


88, Molina, “Memorias," pp. 279-280. 


89. Bosguejo histérico, I, 30. 
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202 
of independence, was working for annexation before independence 
was achieved. The Marqués de Aycinena, member of the Junta, 
staked his fortune on the most Serene Generalfssimo. Mayor Mar- 
jano Larrave, a member of one of the wealthy creole families and 
father and official historian of independence, was one of the 
first to advocate annexation. Miguel Larreinaga, father of inde- 
pendence, supported Gainza and Aycinena in the Junta. Mariano 
Beltranena, a very wealthy father of independence, apologized, 
py Way of a motion in the Junta, for the opinion that had been 


expressed contrary to annexation. 7° 


Pedro Arroyave, who parroted 
Mariano Larrave's words in the town council, is also a father of 
independence. 71 

These men were not entirely responsible for the annexation. 
Careful consideration must be accorded the effect of the confused 
and chaotic months between September 15 and January 5, 1822. A 
study of the provinces alone would be the proper subject fora 
monograph. "“Caudillos" Tinoco, Barriere, and Gonzalez appeared 
jealous of Gainza's prerogative, and they aspired to dominance 
in their respective provinces. Important in a study of the prov- 


inces will be the influence of provincialism, the rock which later 


shattered the Federation of Central America. Also, a private 


90. AGG, B1.13, 562, 19. Junta Consultiva, December 5, 1821. 


91. For an example, see AGG, Al.2.2, 15748, 2149. Libro de 
Cabildos de Guatemala, November i 1821. 
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203 
citizen who had a financial stake in Guatemala and who wanted to 
raise his family in safety oe ceaueiés must have looked longing- 
ly at the peace, prosperity and stability that were the promise 
of the Mexican Empire. 

_ The question of who defended absolute independence is much 
casier. The patriots, Pedro Molina, José Francisco Barrundia, 
José Francisco de Cérdova and their followers comprised the chief 
spposition to annexation. By means of the sessions of the Pa- 
triotic Society, and El Genio de la Libertad, they attempted in 
yain to overcome the forces bent on annexation. But in their at- 
bempt, they contributed to the cause that they were fighting when 


they embarrassed the government by their heckling and rowdiness 


in the gallery. Manuel Montiufar, one of the editors of El Editor 


and El Genio, pointed out in his memoirs that the patriots were 
justified in demanding the reform of Article 3, but that their 
methods caused the Junta to lose prestige. Montufar considered 


this the "first cause" for the annexation. 7 


Vit 


Although the period between September 15, 1821, and January 
bs 1822, was a bleak one for the patriots and a chaotic one for 
— 


92. Memorias de Jalapa, p. 49. 
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la, it was a very important one for José del Valle. Be- 


fore September 15, 1821, Valle was a scholar, and an efficient 
ard j-working employee of Spanish colonial government. These vir- 


3 gained for him positions associated generally with Peninsular 


pe ards. His quiet loyalty to the Bustamante regime and his 
bility and experience enabled him to continue his advance in co- 
onial government. 

a After independence, which Valle neither worked for nor wanted, 
fas achieved, he accepted the responsibilities and the problems 
hat self government imposes. in the Junta he was the tacit lead- 
xe in matters of organization and administration. In addition to 
shese tasks, Valle opposed annexation to Mexico. The sincerity 
snd strength of his opposition were pointed up by an act of the 
yrovince of Salvador. After annexation, Salvador declared inde- 
endence from Mexico and Guatemala, and Salvadoreantroops fought 
fexican troops to a standstill before annexation was accepted. 
oon after the declaration, Salvador elected José del Valle Jefe 
el ftico. 77 It is inconceivable that the people of Salvador 


om Valle refused the posi- 


should have elected a "yro-Mexican, " 
a 
pion, saying that “his family, his interests" and his responsibil- 


ity in the Junta to the district of Tegucigalpa did not permit 


93. AGG, Bi.13, 562, 19. Junta Consultiva, February 5, 1822. 


94%. Sara Cordova de Rojas, Biograffa del prédcer guatemalteco 
Lic José Francisco de Cérdova (Cordovita) (San Diego, 1947), 
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h? to accept it.7? 


| le 


ertile mind. He reacted to the riddance of royal authority in 


_ Independence also permitted Valle the full latitude of his 


he same manner that Goicoechea and Flores had reacted to the de- 
 —_ 
eat of scholastic authority. Gone was the selfishness and pro- 


imeialism that characterized Valle's political thinking during 
he Bustamante regime. He corrected his ideas and thoughts to the 
igh level of the rest of his thinking. He was not only inter- 
sted in the welfare and progress of Guatemala but in that of all 
merica, and he first enunciated his theme of America on November 
Gm1621, 

At that time Guatemala was breaking into pieces around hin. 
n the first issue of El Amigo de la Patria since independence, 
e threw down a challenge and raised a hope. Writing of the chasm 
hat independence created between the old life and the new, Valle 
eclared: “We will struggle toward the future. America and Guate- 
ala (a beautiful part of America) will always be our dearest ob- 
ective." Valle thought a bright future awaited America. 

The population, numerous or diminished according to the ease 

r difficulty of making a living, will increase prodigiously be- 
ause of the wise distribution of wealth in freedom. ... 

The foreigners attracted by the wealth, which a free and fer- 
ile soil will promise, will come to increase the population. 
hey will bring their talents, their machines, and their hands, 
uropean industry will shine in the factories of America; and her 


ons, developing their genius, will imitate first and, afterwards, 
deeereate. . .. 


95. AGG, B1i.13, 562, 19. Junta Consultiva, February 5, 1822. 
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Crossing the Indians and ladinos with the Spanish, Swiss, Ger- 
1, and English who come to populate America, the castes, a griev 
division of the people, will cease: the population will be 
eneous. . « . 
The elements, principles, and methods of science, possessed 
w by 2 minimum number of men, finally will be popular. There 
will be scholars among the ladinos; there will be philosophers 

: the Indians, ... one this part of the earth will be the 
enlightened of all.9 


These sentiments of "just liberty" and "equality," according 


<> 


a 
to Valle, would give birth to a moral code that should exclude 


Wmasters and slaves, oppressors and oppressed." Rights belonging 


to the people should cease being trampled. The "commerce most 


offensive to reason," the slave trade, should stop.7? 

Valle's vision of America was not Utopian, nor did he specu- 
late on the Seaninaliiy that Central America might one day become 
the capital of the world. America and Guatemala would always have 
"the rich and the poor," and the “ignorant and the learned." None 
‘he less, “the poor man and the millionaire, the ignoramous and 
the scholar" would be "equal in the eyes of the law." Wealth 
‘wand not "entitle one to oppress," and education would not be 
used for “deception.” Finally after long days of work, the time 


would come when America, 


. .. master of the richest mineral resources, . . . enlightened 
by all the discoveries of Europe, . . . populated, educated, 

wealthy and powerful, .. . will be the most outstanding land in 
| 


- 96. El Amigo de la Patria, November 30, 1822. 
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world. lt will give opinions, manners, and customs to the 
r nations; it will become dominant by its knowledge and 
in the future it will be for all the world what the rich 
ughtful Albion is for Europe at the present.98 


i: 


“America has made gigantic strides toward Valle's ideas for 


future, -and he contributed by dedicating the rest of his life 
ging all Americans to their task. At the same time, he set 


smarkable example. 


4 Faq ne a ale 


gv 


F a 


fA 


‘ 


tin tok ) maaen tte 


j 


v : 
: = 
8 
8 
wy 
ars 
o 
a 


t- 


od ii tw. tis 


fisow ond Lie tod 


SE 


bos egbelwoml efi yd 


3 
f a yr 


2s 


rae 


Ot ecebl elelisY baewod eebitie oftmegty 


Jee end gutisotbeb yd bedudiagaoo 


tc 


stead tfedd o3 ensol 


end JA 


me & 


-j 


‘ 
a= 


sant 


er re en re ee Seren 


Chapter X 


Ps JOSE DEL VALLE IN MEXICO, 1822-1823: DEPUTY 
| v . TO THE CONSTITUENT CONGRESS AND 

a; . SECRETARY OF FOREIGN AND 

. DOMESTIC RELATIONS 


a 


’ 


_ After annexation to Mexico was a fact, Valle retired from the 


: 


junta, which served only as a place-holder for the Mexican gover- 
ior, Vicente Filfsola, whom Iturbide had appointed to succeed 
inza.+ Immediately after annexation, Valle's attitude in the 


te a@ppeared quarrelsome. He argued more for the sake of ar- 


- 


rument and opposition than for expected results. The evidence 
iiresented appeared contrived to flaunt facts in the face of 
she deputies rather than to support his arguments, already solved 
yy annexation. ” Then he became apathetic toward the Junta, and 

eglected to attend the sessions. At length on February 15, 1822, 


@ Fesigned from the committee for finance, complaining that his 


1. Boletfn, IV (1939), 493-495. On June 1, 1822, Filfsola 
a8 ordered to replace Gainza. 


a2. AGG, B1.13, 562, 19. Junta Consultiva, January 14, 1822. 
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1ealth was poor and that he needed a rest. Two days later he re- 


signed from the Junta.? Valle was not physically lily, oRrrak 
least not seriously. He probably wanted relief from that per- 
‘une tory body. 

Free of his obligation to the Junta, Valle had time for per- 
sonal matters. His third child, Bernardo del Valle, born in 
ugust, 1820, doubtless received more of his father's attention. 
100, Valle was interested in buying a ranch near Chiquimula, and } 
le negotiated the purchase in April, 1822.° 

"La Concepcién" was a large ranch -- nearly 3000 acres. The 


6 


otal cost amounted to 10,000 pesos. Besides this ranch, Valle 


wned two others in the province of Tegucigalpa, and a fine home 


3. Ibid., February 15, 17, 1822. 


4, ACG, Volumen sexto de bautismos de espafioles, desde 6 
le febrero de 1772 hasta el afio de 1822, de la Parroquia Sagrario. 
falle's sister, Francisca, was the godmother of Valle's two 
laughters and his son. In addition to these three children, the 
falles had two more daughters who were born some time between 
822 and 1834. The writer did not find baptismal records for the 
ast two children (Rosa, José Cecilio del Valle, p. 47). 


5. AGG, A1.20, 9964, 1484. Libro de escribano, José Anto- 
io de Solfs, April 30, 1822. | 


6. Ibid. The sum of 10,000 pesos included not only the 
and but also the following: 5 oxen at 15 pesos each; 19 mules at 
2 pesos; 28 horses at 9 pesos; and another house and a sugar 
ane press, 4034 pesos. First Valle had to pay the mortgages 
eld by the Monasterio de la Concepcidn (3000 pesos) and the Con- 


rento de la Merced (2000 pesos). He then had to pay the owner 
.000 pesos on the day of the sale. The remaining 4000 pesos had 
0 be paid within a four-year period. 


| 7. José del Valle, "Manifiesto a la nacién guatemalana," 
alle Matheu, ed., Obras, I, 68. Valle wrote this manifesto 

N Connection with the presidential election in 1825. He out- 
ined his public life from 1821 until 1825. 
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4n Guatemala city.® 


_ His domestic and financial interests claimed some of his 
attention, but he still found time to continue publishing El 
Amigo de la Patria, which ceased on April 15, 1822. On March 1, 
1622, having mused on the panorama of America, Valle published 
his now famous dream of the Americas, "Sofiaba el Abad de San 
Pedro; y yo también sé soflar." His dream marked him as a pre- 


eursor of Pan-America. He pleaded: 


Hear, Americans, my desires. The love of America, which is 
your dear fatherland and my worthy birthplace, inspires them. I 
should like: 


1. That in the province of Costa Rica or Leén, a Gen- 
eral Congress be formed, more eminent than that of 
Vienna, more important than the diets where the 
interests of public officials are joined and not 
the rights of the people. 


2. That, in order to form it, each province of both 
Americas send their deputies or representatives with 
full powers to treat the great subjects that must 
be the object of its assembly. 


3. That the deputies bring a report on the political, 
economic, fiscal, and military state of their respec- 
- tive provinces, in order to calculate, from the total 
of all, the general state of all America. 


4, That, the deputies, united and their powers recog- 
nized, busy themselves with this resolution: To 
devise the plan most useful to the end that no prov- 
ince of America be the prey of foreign invaders or 
the victim of internal division. 


5. That, having resolved the first problem, they work 
on a second: To form the most efficacious plan for 
elevating the provinces of America to the level of 
wealth and power to which they can climb. 


6. That... they form: (1) the great Federation that 
ought to unite all the states of America; [and] (2) 
the economic plan that ought to enrich them. 


8. Valle's home in Guatemala City is now the Club Guatemala. 
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Valle must have been pondering what he had written when he ex- 
claimed that such a congress had never been "formed in the Old 
World nor dreamed of in the New." The number of benefits from 
the congress escaped even his expansive imagination. Most im- 
portant, however, the Americans, “united by the great bond of a 
common congress," would form “literally.a great family."7 

But the realization of the congress and the potential great- 
ness of America demanded unstinted devotion to duty. Valle ac- 
cepted the challenge ahd professed his faith in America: “Amer- 
ica, from today, will be my exclusive occupation -- America by 
day when I write; America by night when I think. The study most 
worthy of an American is America, "1° 

Throughout the remainder of his life he elaborated his theme 
of America and suggested ways that would bind the “great family" 
together. Personally, he maintained the prodigious pace that he 
haa set immediately after independence, extending every effort to 
achieve a greater America by improving Guatemala. His first task 
toward this end, after annexation, was a difficult one -- deputy 


to the Mexican Congress. 


Patria, March 1, 1822. Valle did not 
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The town council of Tegucigalpa, on March 7, 1822, elected 


a 
Valle deputy to the Mexican Congress, and four days later, he 
swore loyalty to the Mexican Empire. 

Valle must have accepted the vote of the town council with 
a feeling of reluctance. He never had been outside Guatemala. 

He wrote Gainza: “It is grievous for me to separate myself from 
a family in whose bosom I have always lived, and the prejudice 
to my [financial] interests will be most serious, "13 He also 
@eiaorea the hardship of the journey, which would expose his 
"health to so many temperatures, so many atmospheres, to such a 
variation of water [drinking], and to such a diversity of foods." 
Also, he harbored some fear that his Mexican colleagues would 
visit their displeasure on him because he had “opposed with such 
constancy the union of Guatemala with Mexico, "1" 
) The interval between Valle's election and his arrival in 


Mexico City witnessed an important change in Mexican political 


11. Valle to Gainza, April 20, AGG, B5.8, 1894, 69. The 
town council of Chiquimula, on March 19, also elected Valle to 

the Congress. Later Valle wrote that the town council of Tegucig- 
alpa elected him on March 10, instead of March 7, as the record 


shows ("Manifiesto a la nacion guatemalana," Valle Matheu, ed., 


Obras, I, 67). 


_ 12. Valle to Gainza, March 9, 1822, AGG, B5.10, 2208, 74. 
‘From this letter it is presumed that Valle swore loyalty on the 
above date. Valle informed Gainza that he would be at the palace 
at 11:00 a. m. to take the oath. 


: 
13. Valle to Gainza, March 9, 1822, AGG, B5.10, 2208, 74. 


14. “"Manifiesto a la nacién guatemalana," Valle Matheu, ed., 
Obras, s,, 67-68. 


et 


toot SSL .) dow ao, ,sqlegtovgel to: Its 


otal eyed iso? Sea: , aes Tac” naotxell i 

4 oe tomel Sso0lxeM eid 

¢iw Itommoo sawed. edd 30 estoy envy heiqesos ew cf 
We claneteve ebLletue geod Ded tevem ef.  ,eoned 


it Tieaym eveitsgee of om *o%- avovette ef ge 


P< 


ii bos ,Sevil syeuls svad- I nosotk 
cafe oh, § 'v0ltes geom od ILbw adestesat, ; 
145 FOCGRS DLVOW DOL 4 (Reo g efit: To aide 
dove Of ,eetedqeuends Yoeia o2 sowdateqaed XM 


Adsl JO Yiletev ib: Ss ceva od Bre. ,{ pottatsb) 


Wwe oo fw berocng bed of eanegoad mid oo swe 
“" .colvet dilw sismetes® to see 
ioviuus aicl fee woijoetle e'elisY seowded 


oivilog asoltxeH a! eguento dastveqmi-ce kes 


a eo ,PebL eth ODA OS DD hagd ,83nlsd oF 4 
oy siisy Be -> O¢la ,@f sogal oo. ,sluminpiagg gs 
-utouse® Yo wot ode tant etow elleV ted8ne 
re aro. Stak Yo baeevent gv fis'rsM 0 ote 
s \ 1lemeteng sbloem ef « ont 


oP) g@Vam. ,Ci ate te ~Sses & fo task sxated of 
acid wiisyol stows. 6£isy gant bemuestg ef gt te8sve. 

osiso end Js 6d Dbivow en decd -exated Bamrotal eliav: 
~igso ed3 edsas oF om. 


-AV ,f0S8 ,OL.28 O04 S862 \@ dowel jesmted o¢ oLe 


. 5S Some elle’ " seqslemeseue moloer al 2 ae : 


215 
life. The Constituent Congress, convoked on February 4, 1822, 
consisted of 162 delegates. The delegates had aligned themselves 
in three groups: the Bourbonists stood firmly for the rule of the 
empire by a Bourbon prince; the Iturbidists were booming the Lib- 
erator for emperor; the Republicans, playing for time, were co- 
operating with the Bourbonists in order to present a more formid- 


able obstacle to Iturbide's mereieas 


At the same time, the 
Republicans hoped to push through a constitution containing ample 
restriction against that "shallow egoist with a Napoleonic com- 
plex," should he become emperor. 

Until the Spanish cortes repudiated Viceroy O'Donojui, who 
nad agreed with Iturbide on the terms of the Treaty of Cérdova, 
the choice of a monarch was open to a Bourbon prince or a person 


from Mexico. After the repudiation on December 7, 1821, the 


choice of a Bourbon was eliminated. +7 The Bourbonists in the 


Congress, for personalist reasons, supported the Republicans in- 
stead of Iturbide. 18 The opposition of this curious alliance 
= the relations of the Congress with Iturbide, who, as 


noted above, was President of the Regency and Generalfssimo of 


' 15. Hubert Howe Bancroft, History of Mexico (6 vols., New 
York, 1888), IV, 744; Priestley, The Mexican an Nation, p. 251. 


16. Lesley Byrd Simpson, Many Mexicos (Berkeley and Los 
Gtes, 1952), p. 199. 


_ 17. Jaime Delgado, Espafia y Mexico en el siglo XIX (3 vols., 
hae S56) SI 2281; Independencia de América, V, 384. 


18. Priestley, The Mexican Nation, pp. 251-252. 
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Land and Sea. The Congress passed measures limiting the authority 
of the president of the Regency, and Iturbide accused the Congress 
of conspiring against him. More irritating to Iturbide were the 
attempts of the Congress to reduce the number of troops he conm- 
‘manded and to declare the Regency out of bounds for a member of 
the Sijitary. 1? These were direct slaps. 

Possessing a "Napoleonic complex," the support of the clergy, 
and a@ measure of general popularity, Iturbide staged a popular 
demand for his ascension to the throne. At 9:30 p. m., on May 
18, 1822, a sergeant, Pfo Marcha, stirred the soldiers to action. 
Three infantry regiments and several of cavalry rushed from their 
‘parracks into the streets, "firing gums and shouting 'Viva 
Agustin I.'" The soldiers went to the home of Iturbide and de- 
manded his presence on the balcony. Iturbide appeared, registered 
rs "ignorance" of their re mis watched the confusion and ex- 
citement among his "sons" in the narrow street below, and heard 
the not unpleasant cried of "Viva Agustin I." Iturbide, at first, 
politely refused “three times," and then accepted, realizing that 


new sacrifices" were demanded of nim, £° 


The next day, in an “extraordinary session," the Constituent 


Congress convened to consider the “representations from generals 
| 


a7, ibid. 


| 20. "Proclamacién de Iturbide, sa&bado 18 de mayo de 1822," 
Documentos pare. la historia de la guerra de la independencia’ 
‘(Publicaciones del Archivo General de la Nacion, XXIII, Mexico, 
io), p. 215. 
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and other officers of the infantry and cavalry regiments" that 
the Congress confirm their action of the preceding night. The 
deputies, after determining that a sufficient number of members 
were present, proceeded in a closed session. Outside, a large 
crowd had gathered and were shouting the praise of Iturbide, and 
clamoring to be admitted to the galleries. Soon the noise and 
confusion became so intense that the deputies could not continue 
their deliberations. To still the crowd, a commission of four 
deputies went to the Council of Regents to ask that measures be 
taken to restore public order. The Council promised nothing. 
Upon learning this, the Congress dispatched a commission to in- 
vite Iturbide to the session, hoping that he would restore order. 
Iturbide accepted, and when he entered the Congress, the crowd 
14d too. In these circumstances, the deputies approved the ele- 
vation of Iturbide to be Emperor of Mexico. “+ Moved by such pop- 
ular acclaim, Iturbide exclaimed: 

! 

: How will I be able to express my gratitude to a nation so 
zenerous! There is no language to express the emotions -- my 
aeart throbs. .. . Would to God that my conduct should be such 


that it satisfies the people who elected me, and the Congress 
that has confirmed their votes.22 


} 


Pee “Benifiosto 3 


| 21. Actas del Congreso Constituyente mexicano vgistoris 


lamentaria « de e los congresos mexicanos de 1821 a 1857, compiled 
S Juan a Mateos, I, Il; Mexico, 1877- 1878), May 19, 1822. 


22. “Proclamacién de Iturbide, sdbado 18 de mayo de 1822," 
ocumentos para la historia de la guerra de la inde endencia, 
De 223-224. 
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: 216 
an The coronation brought a temporary cessation of the quarrel 
between Iturbide and the Congress. In this period of relative 
quiet, José del Valle, on July 28, 1822, arrived in Mexico city. <? 
The Congress had received his credentials on May 14, examined 
them on June 10, and approved them on July 31.24 Three days later 
Valle took the oath of office and attended his first session. On 
August 5, the president of the Congress appointed him to the com- 
mittee for drawing up the bases for the constitution. ~° 

From the time he entered Congress until August 27, Valle was 
avery busy man. He “attended the Congress in the morning," went 
to the “library of the cathedral in the afternoon," where he met 
with the constitutional committee, and he read after he retired 
to his room. 7° Beginning August 7, he contributed to the gen- 
eral discussions in the Congress. 

_ iIturbide, on May 7, had recommended that the Congress de- 
cree the establishment of a special tribunal, staffed largely by 
the military, and dedicated to "judging exclusively the cases of 


sedition against the state."*? ‘The Congress passed the decree to 


af 


| 23. "“Manifiesto a la nacidén guatemalana," Valle Matheu, ed., 


Obres, I, 68. 
| 24. Actas del Congreso Constituyente mexicano, May 14, 1822; 


= 


Thomas Ewing Cotner, The Military and Political Career of José 
Joagufn de Herrera (The University of Texas Institute of Latin 
Américan Studies, VII; Austin,i949), p. 50; R. H. Valle, ed., 


La anexién de Centro América, II, 271. 


25. Actas del Congreso Constituyente mexicano. 
: 
\ 


_ 26. “Manifiesto a la nacién guatemalana," Valle Matheu, ed., 
Ubras, I, 68. 


27- Actas del Congreso Constituyente mexicano. 
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the constitutional committee. On August 7, the ephnatteecaiae 
Bases this controversial issue. To Rebtuepete decree was con- 
trived "to subject Guatemala to the judgment" of Mexican officials 
named by Iturbide to consolidate the annexation. Valle opposed 
the special es founding his arguments on "law, reason," and 
the “interest of the people in Mexico and Guatemala. Iturbide 
withdrew the proposal, and in the words of Valle, "Guatemala, 

like Mexico," won an important victory. 2° 
On August 14, a deputy introduced a proposal that the edicts 
of the "extinguished" Inquisition should be removed from all 
churches. Especially obnoxious was the one condemning the theory 
that "national sovereignty resides with the people." None of the 
d@atics spoke against the proposal, but. qualifications were sug- 
gested. Valle, after hearing several speeches, addressed himself 
to the question. He "found no difference between feeling, speak- 
ing, and writing, and that man, being free from the first ought 

to be free also in expressing and publishing his ideas, so long 
as they do not harm society." Valle considered political intol- 
dee "nore harmful" than "full freedom." It was common knowl- 
edge, according to Valle, that the “causes of upheavals and bloody 
wars" were owing to the "excessive rigor" of unenlightened gov- 


ernment. "Truth," continued Valle, "prevails against the decep- 


‘tions that are intended to obscure it... and having the free- 


‘ 


—— 
| 28. "Manifiesto a la nacién quatemalana," Valle Matheu, ed., 
Obras, I, 69. ‘This discussion must have taken place in the com- 
mittee, for there is no record of it in the congressional record. 


| 
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| 7 218 
‘dom of writing, the maxims of false politics disappear from so- 
ciety." He asked that the edicts be destroyed, but that no harm 


should come to religion. ~” 


: a The undeclared and uneasy truce between the Congress and 
‘Tturbide, shaken by the rejection of the proposal for special 
dierts, was broken on August 16, when the deputies challenged his 
proposal to-.appoint judges to the supreme court. Valle, who had 
‘spoken only twice in the Congress, informed the deputies, quite 
Casually, that the question was "easy," and demanded no “long 
discussions" (two long discussions preceded his), only a little 
‘reasoning. | 

: The Spanish constitution of 1812, which was provisionally in 
force, invested the executive with the power to appoint incon 
to the supreme court. The supreme court had the power to try 
‘cases involving members of the executive. Valle thought that 
‘this arrangement was “one of the defects of the Spanish constitu- 
tion," and the congress had not been formed for tne purpose of 
‘“decreeing defects of other constitutions." To permit the execu- 
tive to appoint the judges, as Valle emphasized, meant those per- 


‘sons subject to judgment by the supreme court had the power to 


appoint the judges. For the same reason, Valle disqualified mem- 
bers of the judicial power from appointing supreme court judges. 


‘The deputies, however, were neither "directly nor indirectly" 


29. Actas del Congreso Constituyente mexicano. 
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responsible to the supreme court, and Valle thought they should 
appoint the judges.?° 
pa Valle's expressions and voting record in the Congress put 
his name in the same list with such men as Father Servando Mier, 
Republican deputy from the province of Monterey, outspoken enemy 
of monarchy, and ridiculer of Iturbide. Mier had been an active 
participant in the revolution, and his writings were known through 
out Mexico. In 1817, after the failure of Francisco Javier Mina's 
attempt against Spanish authority, Mier was exiled and imprisoned 
in Havana. He escaped and came to the United States. Upon hear- 
ing of Mexican independence, he returned home, was named deputy 
to the Congress, and took the oath of office on July 15, 1822, 21 

Speaking on the question of the appointment of supreme court 
judges, Mier supported Valle, but in unveiled language. What 
Valle “explained with such eloquence" was true, Mier observed. 

But it was impossible to proceed as a constituent congress should 
"without colliding with bayonets." Mier thought that the Congress 
had been undermined by the Plan of Iguala and the Treaty of 
Cérdova, which were supported by these "bayonets." He lashed out 
at these restrictions, “as ridiculous" as they were "absurd," and 
which put "shackles and wives [grillos y esposas] on the legiti- 


te sovereign power." Mier was finding it difficult to distin- 


| 
| oe 
_ 31. Alamén, Historia de Méjico, V, 643-645; Lorenzo. de 
Zavala, Ensayo histdérico de las revoluciones desde 1808 hasta 
1830 (2 vols., Paris, 1831), I, 181-182. (Hereafter Zavala, 
Ensayo histérico. ) 


oo. ibid... August.16, 1822. 
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guish “independence from the yoke of the Spaniards." Who, asked 
Mier, could “suffer the insolence" of judges appointed by an em- 
peror with power usurped from the Congress?3* From Iturbide's 
point of view, Father Mier deserved surveillance. 

Outside the Congress, rumors of conspiracies against the im- 
perial regime reached the ear of Iturbide. A disgruntled army 
officer in the province of Michoacdn was accused of plotting an 
uprising and was imprisoned. 72 In August (1822) Iturbide heard 
of more serious plans against him, and the conspirators included 
some members of the Congress. An informer claimed that the con- 
spirators planned to overthrow the monarchy and inaugurate the 
republic, claiming that the elevation of Iturbide to emperor was 


the result of coercion. They were going to remove the Congress 


from the capital, and, it was. believed, the emperor was to be sent 


to the United States. Iturbide had most of this information as 


| 
early as August 7, before the candid discussions of his power to 


appoint iiaeek >t 


| In the Congress after August 16, the deputies were comport- 


Alamén, Historia de Méjico, V, 646-647. 


ing themselves very well. No insults or accusations were offered. 


i 


On August 19 they discussed problems relating to the payment of 
| 32. Actas del Congreso Constituyente mexicano, August 16, 
| 3- 
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Mpaties.>- The next day a long debate on the distribution of 
public lands ensued in conjunction with the idea of attracting 
foreigners to Mexico. In this connection Valle inserted that "to 
attract educated, hard-working foreigners" was "to attract talent 
and wealth." To admit foreigners not graced by these virtues was 
to encourage "immorality." Population, Valle stressed, was one 
of the first “necessities of America," but "morality" was the 
basis for all "wise legislation." He counseled the deputies to 
arrive at some plan for “rewarding only the worthy colonists, "3 
~ On August 24, 1822, the Congress held its monthly election, 
and the deputies elected Valle vice president. The following day 
ne spoke out against peculation. The session of August 26 was 
dipeted to a lively discussion of procedure within the Congress. 
On the morning of August 27, fifteen of the deputies awoke in 
prison. Valle was among yada, 27 
+The immediate cause of the arrest and incarceration of the 
deputies was not their actions in the Congress, but their clan- - 


destine activities outside. Iturbide, wno was living in nearby 


_ 35. Actas del Congreso Constituyente mexicano. 


36. Ibid., August 20, 1822. In connection with public lands, 
Valle, a few months later, made "Estevan F. Austin" happy by 
clearing up some business concerning the colony in Las Texas, 
Austin to Valle, March 10, 1823, Eugene C. Barker, ed., Austin 
Papers (American Historical Association, Annual Report, 1919; 
2vols., Washington, 1920), I, 584-586. 


37. Actas del Congreso Constituyente mexicano. 
38. Alamdn, Historia de Méjico, V, 649-650. 


{Ss i 
to solsudisselh edd m0 etedeb wirot 5 yb 


gnitosigse Yo sebl ong djiw notdonutsoo ot bess 


ws 


oc" gece betieent eLlisY motgoesaoo efdd al ,0okm 
me ae 
ce! 


isiat toanxstde oF" eew *evems tere? sp taltow bred 
asudiiv sass yd beosty. tog e16sg L610? ¢ | 
(© saw ,besvettes efieV ,aotsieiugot. *.¥dl 
‘$ eew "ydilewce” gut ",eoftemA to sets tear 
ot esttuqeh ent beLeemuioo of 1, mo tisleisel i 
os ctatnofloo yattow eng yine itt buewer" 10T wale 
~ictjcels yiddaom edt blow egetgc00 ens 1SS6L ow 


at .dnebteetq eoty elisV besoeLeum 


a 


sw 23 sewguA to sotsesa ef? .mottelvoeq Jam 


\C ,caorgeod edd ated te cibecotq To solesvonlbh 


ci exows esiiuqeb ent Yo seagtit ,SS tesa 
& ae 
wont YoORS Be 


ag to uoljetsousont bus seers ed To eaves 


* 


-i8lo aleid gud ,aseagio) edt mt amoltos xtedt 


, 
ree: 


U'L165Si bd> he 


acivil sew onw ,ebidissl Lebiatso aa 


wn 
my 
Be 
wil’ 


,2fusl cilduq djlw sotfoemnes al ~,SS6E ,OS Jemma, . 
¢ yqqsn “attauéA .7 asvetea" ebem ,rzedel srnitae 
vexel eal ai ynofoo ent gainteomos seentend om 
gua ..0S ,1etied .o exegu ,€S6i OL core lee 


t b 
Cli¢l .dstogek Lesnnd .cotdefoossk [eotrwosell £ 


362-882 ,I , (OSI nod amen 


222 
Tacubaya, had been receiving reports from his agents of the con- 
spiracy. Fearing for the "public tranquility and safety," he de- 
cided to move against the conspirators. He ordered the arrest 
of all the “deputies included in the denouncements, "27 
» Undoubtedly a plan was in the making, but, according to a 
contemporary, “the plan was ridiculous" and could not have com- 
promised the “security of the government." The number of persons 
imvolved was no greater than "eight of ten." Iturbide, wrote the 
‘Same witness, used the conspiracy as a "pretext" to still the op- 
position in Congress and to gain complete control of the govern- 
ment.‘ Whether this was Iturbide's motive at the time of the 
; is not clear, but that was how the matter worked out. 
| When the arrests were made on the night of August 26, it ap- 
aes that Valle was included by accident. None of the informa- 
r communicated to Iturbide by his agents mentioned Valle's 
name, or indicated that he was involved. The list of those to be 
arrested, which Iturbide sent to the military in Mexico City, did 
not include Valle's name. The testimony heard by the crown at- 


torney shows no reference to him. A member of congress, dis- 


——_—_— ss See ee ee —  —- 
SSS SS a eS ee 


40, Zavala, Ensayo histérico, I, 182. 


b 38 "Sumaria,” Documentos para la historia de la guerra de 
4a independencia, pp. 241-384. 
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‘eussing the arrest of the deputies, wrote that Valle, "one of 
‘the most learned Americans," was imprisoned, although not one 
scrap of evidence existed that "might classify him remotely as 
\Mepinrnar, 7 A deputy involved in the conspiracy and arrested 
Baas: 26 wrote that Valle was "blameless. "43 Valle, himself, 
wrote that no charges were brought against him, and that after 
‘any days" he was told he was going to be questioned "not as a 
prisoner but as a witness, "4 Apparently Valle was at the wrong 
place at the wrong time. 

According to the scanty evidence, Valle had gone to visit 
José Fagoaga, another deputy from Guatemala, on the evening of 
August 26. Father Mier, several of his companions, and a citizen 
of the United States were also there. Some time during the even- 
ing, a lieutenant and a detail of soldiers arrived and arrested 
everyone except the United States citizen. The soldiers were not 
aware what crime was charged, only that the arrest was by author- 
ity of Iturbide. ha Perhaps, if Valle had remained at home and 


read, as was his custom, he would not have been imprisonea. 6 


E 
| 
| 
E 42, Zavala, Ensayo histérico, I, 187. 

43. Cérlos Marfa Bustamante, Diario histérico de México 
\ eed Mexico, 1896), p. 235. . 


44, "Manifiesto a la nacién guatemalana," Valle Matheu, ed., 


obras, I, ee 


45, William Spence Robertson, Iturbide of Mexico (Durham, 
ort Carolina, 1952), pe 205. 


_ 46, Evidence to refute this thesis is scanty. Valle, ata 
later date, wrote that he had been warned in advance that "many 
[deputies] of the congress were going to be prisoners by order 
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Guilty or not, arrest and imprisonment in behalf of freedom was 
an asset. } 
_ Valle's reaction to his arrest portrayed him as a lonely 
scholar longing for his family. After he was lodged first in the 
convent of La Merced and later in the convent of Santo Domingo, 
he wrote three letters of protest to Iturbide.47 After he ar- 
rived at the conclusion that during times of "arbitrariness and 
revolution" there was no "law and no guarantees, and no secur- 
ity," and after it became apparent that he would be confined in- 
definitely, he began thinking of his family. In far-away Guate- 
mala, they would receive news of his misfortune, "exaggerated by 
‘the same distance or made worse by malignity." He imagined the 
tears of his family, and his “soul suffered sorrow" worse than 
any he “ever had suffered" since pirth. +8 In the course of his 
the months in prison, he often broke into tears -- so often that 
Cc deputy imprisoned with him described him as "pusillanimous" 


md another, Father Mier, called him a "cry baby [la Llorana].""9 


of the government." A friend in Mexico offered to hide him, as 
did the minister from Colombia. ("Manifiesto a la nacion guate- 
jmalana," Valle Matheu, ed., Obras, I, 71.) Valle's contributions 
in the congress also would have to be considered in this connec- 
tion. 

47, “Sumaria," Documentos para la historia de la guerra de la 
“Ande endencia, p. 317. 


| 48, “Manifiesto a la nacién guatemalana," Valle Matheu, ed., 
Obras, I, 71-72. $ 


49, Cérlos Marfa Bustamante, Historia del Emperador D. 
Agustin de Iturbide hasta su muerte, y sus consecuencias; Y es- 
tablecimiento de la Reptiblica popular federal (Mexico, 1846), De 
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a The Dominican Fathers were kinder to Valle than were his 
colleagues. They gave him free use of their library. He took 
aavantege of the opportunity and searched for "manuscripts" and 
"old journals of the government" in order to learn more about 
Mexico. He found several maps, one made by Humboldt and another 
by Aaron Arrowsmith (1750-1823), an English geographer. He com- 
pared the maps for important differences, and asked his "compan- 
ions of detention" to describe the various provinces of Mexico. 
He also copied many of the manuscripts, and began an article on 
the utility of the sciences. Thus he passed the days of his con- 
finement, grieving for his family, protesting the injustice, and 
doing research and writing.2° 

_ The incarceration of the deputies caused Congress to react 
vigorously. On August 27, 1822, President José Cirilo Gémez de 
Arraya protested the arbitrary act, pointing out the inviolability 
of the deputies. Iturbide, Gémez stated, had committed a crime 
against liberty, as well as against the deputies, Lorenzo Zavala, 
Republican deputy who later fought for a free Texas, published a 
oamphiet on individual rights, and denounced Iturbide as a des- 


sot. The Congress summoned the ministers and questioned them 


pbout the charges against the deputies. Iturbide remained adamant. 


The deputies, in his eyes, were guilty of conspirecy, and he de- 


| 50. "Manifiesto a la nacién guatemalana," Valle Matheu, ed., 
bras I, 72-73. 


51. Zavala, Ensayo histdérico, I, 184. 
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‘clared that he could not trust the courts, which he considered 
staffed by colleagues of the deputies, and that he would depend 
om the military for justice. Relations between the Congress and 
| 52 


‘Iturbide became impossible. 
On October 17, Iturbide called together a number of his fol- 
‘lowers and announced his intention to reform the Congress, which 
had led the nation to the brink of "anarchy." The deputies did 
not miss the meaning of reform, as spoken by Iturbide, and they 


‘began making concessions, extending him the privilege of appoint- 


ing supreme court judges. Iturbide no longer wanted concessions, 
: 


or a congress; he wanted a rubber stamp. He demanded the right 
of veto, even of the constitutional articles being written by the 
‘deputies. These demands, of course, were unacceptable. On Octo- 
r* 31, 1822, Iturbide met the refusal, which he must have antic- 
‘ipated, by dissolving the Congress. In its place, he substituted 
a committee with permission to frame a constitution. 23 

As students of Mexican history have pointed out, Iturbide 


made the serious political error of disregarding legality. He 


‘dissolved the Congress, which was the only legal expression of 
‘at least a semblance of popular gasinc. 2) Afterwards, he had to 


depend on force and arbitrariness. His position as an absolute 


monarch, his "ruinous fiscal makeshifts, his idiotic pretensions, 


; 52. Actas del Congreso Constituyente mexicano, August 27, 
28, me... 30, ff. 


'53. Zavala, Ensayo histérico, I, 191-195. 


54, Priestley, The Mexican Nation, p. 254. 
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me his clericalism" welded opposing factions. In December, 

1822, Antonio de Santa Anna pronounced against him and the fol- 
swing February, Santa Anna formulated his Plan of Casa Mata. 

| As the efforts of the opposition gained momentum, Iturbide, 
isolated in the capital with only 2000 troops, resorted to bravado 
On February 11, he issued a proclamation reminding the troops, 

who were joining Santa Anna, that he had commanded them in the 

“march to independence. The next day he raced through the streets 

“on horseback followed by a crowd (which was supposedly paid) 
houting his name. At the same time he took precautionary meas- 


es, imprisoning suspects, and cutting off communications be- 


m the capital and the revolting forces.>© In the midst of 


s tension and confusion, José del Valle made a curious en- 


224 


vent of San Francisco were transferred to prisons formerly 
intained by the Inquisition. Valle and his "companions of de- 


sntion" remained in the convent of Santo Domingo.’ 


Simpson, Many Mexicos, pp. 200-201. 


Alaman, Historia de Méjico, V, 720-721. 


Ibid. De 721 
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_ While Valle was grieving and copying manuscripts, a letter 
arrived on February 22, written by Iturbide's personal secretary 
and addressed to Valle. It is unlikely that he ever received a 
greater surprise. The "Emperor," informed of Valle's "wisdom" 
and "patriotic love," invited him to accept the position of Sec- 
retary of Foreign and Domestic Relations. Valle was to go im- 
mediately to see the Emperor at Tacubaya (3 miles distant) 78 
snatchea from the privacy of a friend's home and arbitrarily im- 
prisoned for six months, Valle was now invited to leave with the 
portfolio of the Secretary of Foreign and Domestic Relations! 


: Valle wanted to be released, but he was not eager to be sad- 


dled with the woes besetting an empire built on sand. The next 


: 


day he asked Iturbide to excuse him from a position "so delicate, 
in such difficult circumstances." Iturbide refused, and Valle 
repeated his protest on February 25 -- to no avail.” Valle be- 
came Secretary of Relations. 

| Why Iturbide chose Valle is not clear, but a letter from 
Filfsola, Mexican commander in Guatemala, throws some light on 
the matter. Filfsola on September 18, 1822, wrote to Iturbide's 
iiretary of War that a number of Guatemalans were making every 


| 


ea to compromise the annexation of Guatemala to Mexico. In 


| 


58. Archivo General de Relaciones Exteriores (hereafter 


{ 


AGRE), H/131 (seccidén), 385 (expediente), 979 (legajo). 


59. Valle to Iturbide, March 25, AGRE, H/131, 385, 979. in 
this letter, Valle explained that he had refused the position on 
ebruary 23 and again on February 25. 
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capital, he accused Pedro Molina, Barrundia, and José Francis- 


co Cérdova of providing the leadership for the anti-Mexican feel- 
| ing. Filfsola further explained that Molina, Barrundia, and Cér- 
“dove were supported by the "deputies, D. José del Valle and D: 
Juan de Dios Mayorga." Filfsola suggested that it would be wise 
.* Iturbide "to attract Valle to the party of the Supreme Gov- 
ernment, employing him in a position thet flatters him, "60 

ais Iturbide, perhaps thought that by appointing Valle he would 
mot only still some of the agitation in Guatemala but also gain 
the service of one who was capable of handling the duties of 
Secretary of Relations. Also, Iturbide was not in a strong po- 
“sition, and his choice of Valle might have reflected his desire 
not to antagonize further the local opposition. Except that he 
was a Guatemalan, Valle possessed the qualifications. His abil- 
ity was well known, and he was not a Republican, although he 

| gharea many of their views in the Congress. Father Mier and 
Carlos Bustamante, also a Republican leader, looked upon Valle 
= country bumpkin. The veteran revolutionary Mier called 
‘Valle a “cry baby," and the sharp-tongued Bustamante poked fun 
 ebats clothes and his ignorance of things Mexican. Valle even 


not know the "streets of the capital!" Yet Bustamente recognized 


got lost walking "between his home and Congress," because he did 


Valle's ability; he declared that Valle was "surely one of the 


60. Valle Matheu, ed., Obras, I, 1x-xli. 
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wisest men in Mexico, "©4 Whatever Iturbide's reasons were for 
appointing Valle, the Emperor did not remain in Mexico long enough 
to realize the advantages of the appointment. 

- By March, Iturbide was ready to begin making concessions. 

On March 4 he issued a manifesto summoning the deputies of the 
Congress to reassemble, and he ordered the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to provide funds to enable all deputies to attend. © To Itur- 
pide's summons, Valle added: "All the people should unite behind 

a government that has no other wish than their own. The Mexican 
nation should be one ruled by wise and liberal principles -- a 
regime distinct from that which recently existed."©3 Valle was 
more sanguine than the critical Bustamante who wrote that "Vallie's 
line of reasoning" won him many admirers, but “alas, the remedy 
came too late; the gangrene was already devouring the political 
body, and the fall of the empire was padiehieaie. 28" 

| ' On March 7, 1823, the Congress convened for the first time 
since Iturbide dissolved it. Iturbide attended the session and 
described March 7 as a “happy day of reconciliation," on which 


Congress resumed its “august functions as if it had never been 


‘smterruptea. "© Valle continued his efforts to create harmony 


| 61. Bustamante, Diario histdérico, p. 235. 


62. Robertson, Iturbide of Mexico, pp. 242-243. 


af 63. Quoted in ibid., Pe 243. 


wu 
° 


Bustamante, Historia del Emperador, pp. 96-97. 


65. Actas del Congresso Constituyente mexicano, March 7, 
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= the hostile parties. He published a plan for good govern- 
advising the readers of ways to increase the "wealth and 

ial of the nation. He emphasized the importance of the 
lar's contributions to the wealth of the nation, concluding 
is education was the "origin of prosperity. "66 
oo To men with strong opinions for or against Iturbide, com- 
diets on the value of education and advice on how to increase 
general prosperity appeared strange and a little ridiculous dur- 
ing the critical days of March. ©7 Santa Anna was demanding the 
overthrow of the government; Iturbide was trying to keep his 
‘crown, and articulate persons identified themselves with either 
‘Tturbide or Santa Anna. While this was going on, Secretary Valle 
issued his ideas on economy and education. 
3 Valle apparently thought that he had a duty to perform, and 
he was doing it the only way he knew. Besides, he was not a 
ocen of any party or faction. He appeared devoid of political 
opinion while he was Secretary of Relations. Only when he was ac- 
‘cused of being incompetent or lethargic did he react strongly. 


+The Congress, weighted against Iturbide, asked to see the 


decuments relative to the negotiations between Iturbide and the 


| = 


ay 
«>» 


+ 66, &. H. Valle, ed., La anexién de Centro América, IV, 
159-161. 


i] 67. Alamdn, Historia de Méjico, V, 736. Alaman wrote that 
oy "incident" gave Valle an excuse for publishing another one 


of his "dogmatic dispatches." What really disturbed Alemén was 
the fact that Valle chose moments of "general disorder in wnich 
it was not known whether there was a Congress" to publish his 
seneral plan of studies. Niceto de Zamocois (Historis de Méjico 
€sde sus tiempos més remotos hasta nuestros dfas [18 vols., 


lexico, 1: 1879-1888], XI, 487) repeatediexactly what Alamén wrote 
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s. It was intimated that Valle had taken an undue amount 
‘time complying with the request. To Valle, this must have 

me as a slap in the face. On March 11, 1823, he delivered the 
information the Congress had solicited only the day before. After 
he deposited the seven bundles of papers with the secretary, he 
colded the impatient deputies: "I have been serving in the min- 


VJ 


try for fourteen days, and I can defy the most distinguished 


talent to learn in such a short time all that there is in the 
stry in my charge; I have not rested; I have the satisfaction 
of having worked night and day.' n 68 In view of his efforts, he 

= that he deserved something better than unjust criticism. 
Meantime, the revolutionary leaders, who had formed a junta 

diiposed of the leading military, had advanced toward the capital 

to the city of Puebla. There they agreed to obey the orders of 

| reassembled Congress -- but only so long as it deliberated 

in freedom with a competent number of deputies. The military 

junte could afford this agreement. After all, the imprisoned 

| ties had added their number to a Congress already hostile 

ia Iturbide. His cold reception by that “august body," the 


iiesti on of his offer to retire from the throne and turn the 


ecutive power over to a regency, the daily desertion of his 


- and the threatening nearness of the rebellious forces all 


% 


_o Actas del Congreso Constituyente mexicano, March 11, 
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contributed to Iturbide's decision for unconditional abdication. ©9 
On March 19, his secretary passed the note of abdication to Sec- 
retary Valle, and he presented it the next day to the Congress. 7° 
_ For the Congress, the abdication presented a difficult prob- 
lem. Iturbide wanted to depart from the capital while Congress 
considered his abdication, and he promised to delegate executive 
power to persons named by the deputies. The Congress, because 

of the small number of deputies in attendance, could not make any 
legal decisions. Two deputies were sent to inform the military 
junta, which had moved into the outskirts of the city, of Itur- 
bide's desire and the problem of the Congress. The deputies in- 
vited the generals to an interview with Iturbide in order to work 
out the details of the abdication. The generals refused, order- 
ing that Iturbide should reside in one of four specified places 
until the Congress worked out the details. /1 

: ' On the same day, March 25, the commissioned deputies, along 
with Secretary Valle, visited Iturbide at Tacubaya. They ex- 

; oa to him that the military junta had refused the interview. 
Iturbide who had agreed to the interview, was displeased by the 
slight, but he asked that the deputies again seek an interview 


for him with his former generals. The generals again refused. 


| 


| 


| 


_ 69. Bancroft, History of Mexico, IV, 800; Robertson, Itur- 
bide of Mexico, p. 246. 


70, Alamén, Historia de Méjico, V, 741; Zavale, Ensayo 
historico, I, 228-230. 


db 71. Actas del Congreso Constituyente mexicano, March 25, 
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ey suspected that Iturbide was trying to gain time in order to 
prepare for their defeat, and they thought that Valle was working 

toward the same end. /% After the second refusal, a resort to 

arms appeared imminent, and apprehension spread throughout the 
capital. 

és When Valle and the deputies returned to the Congress with 
their report from the generals, they were informed that Iturbide 
was planning to "retire to Guatemala, because he had careful plans 
for that place, and that the motive behind his appointment of 
Valle as Secretary of Relations was that he [Valle] might serve 
him [Iturbide] in his plans, because of the reputation that he 
[Valle] enjoys in those provinces. "7/3 Valle was called upon to 
explain his conduct, and he said that he had ignored the rumor, 
which any “just and thoughtful" person would not have repeated. 

He then reviewed all the negotiations showing that he had done 
nothing to delay the settlement of the abdication. ’* The record 
subs tentiated what he said. 

| _ Qwing largely to Valle's efforts, the details of the abdica- 
tion were concluded. Valle authorized Captain General Gémez 
>edraza, of the district that included the capital, to confer with 


: 
she military junta and Iturbide. Gdémez found Iturbide willing to 


| 
Is 72. Ibid. 
| 73. Inia. 
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pave the capital, and eager not to cause any bloodshed. The 


1 itary junta agreed to accept the details worked out by the 


Congress. On March 25, Valle conveyed the plan for Iturbide's 


te of departure and exile to the military junta. /9 The ar- 


ents were formally approved by the Congress on April 7, and 
; P| 


* May 11, Iturbide embarked at Vera Cruz for Italy. 

& Valle must have grown weary of playing office boy for the 
garrulous Congress, the ridiculous emperor, and the aspiring 
‘rebels. On March 25, which was a very busy day for him, he sent: 


a letter of resignation to Tacubaya, plying Iturbide with the 
strongest reasons: 


‘2 

I have tried to fulfill my duties; I have been straightforward; 
my intentions have been pure. I have had no other goal than the 
general welfare. JI have worked day and night; I would continue 
‘tO work, being always interested in the good of the nation, but 
my health is beginning to break, and today's mail I have received 
‘a letter from my family, in which is shown the urgent necessity 
of returning to them, in order that my interests there not be 
lruimed. The position of the Empire is critical; it will grow 
worse each day, delaying my journey [home]... .76 


: 
i 


. 
: 


He appealed to Iturbide to accept his resignation, but in the 


| 
margin of the letter appeared the note: "His Imperial Majesty 


did not consent to this request."/? 


On March 29, the Congress declared that it had "full and ab- 


iets liberty to deliberate," and it immediately announced that 


Sie 
ee 

| 2 

UE 75. Ibid. 


76. AGRE, H/131, 385, 979. 
me’. Ibid. 
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former government of Mexico had ceased; that the Constituent 


ess would continue its work; and that the executive power 


ee es 


r* invested in a triumvirate named by the Congress. “8 

| a On April 1, 1823, Valle was relieved of his position as Sec- 
‘etary of Relations. “? By April 17, he had resumed his position 
‘ aiethe Congress where he dedicated himself to trying to undo the 
annexation of Guatemala to Mexico. 


s 
iv 


_ The subject of Gautemala was first introduced in the Congress 
‘on April 1, 1823. Fourteen deputies — @ proposal that 
Filfsola should retire from Guatemala and that the opposition to 
‘annexation should cease. Freedom for Guatemale, however, was 
‘not mentioned. In view of the opposition in Guatemala, Carlos 
Bustamante, diarist and prison-companion of Valle, proposed that 
‘the relations between Guatemala and Mexico should be turned over 
toa committee for stuay . 8° 
E On April 22, the new Secretary of Foreign and Domestic Re- 
lations dispatched some papers to the Congress relating to the 


) 
2 


ae, 
\ 


) 78. Actas del Congreso Constituyente mexicano. This inform- 
‘tion was published on March 31, 1823. (Colec¢ion de Sérdenes y 
decretos de ia soberana Junta Provisional Guber ativa, y soberanos 
gongresos g generales de la nacién mexicana (2 vols., Mexico, 1829), 
a 90-91. Valle Lat 


3 79. Garcfa Illueca to Valle, April 1, 1823, AGRE, H/131, 
385, 979. | 


80. Actas del Congreso Constituyente mexicano. 
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"separation of several provinces of Guatemala from those of Mex- 
ico." Valle, again in Congress, took the floor ("took the word" 
s the more logical Spanish phrase). He explained that requests 
i the separation of Guatemala was the "necessary result" of the 
of the two regions. Guatemala, like Mexico, had proclaimed 
er independence. If Mexico had the right to declare herself a 
Miarcign nation, did not Guatemala have the same right? Valle 
asked. After Guatemalan independence, the Mexican government, 
convinced of the efficacy of annexation, invited Gainza to take 
the steps necessary. The editor of the paper of the Mexican gov- 
ernment “published that a large and well disciplined division was 
marching to Guatemala." Owing largely, Valle claimed, to the 
disintegrating effects of the rumor, annexation was conceded. In 
lagnt of this, Valle protested: "The union with Mexico is null; 
it has never had any legality; it was not pronounced by the only 
authority [the constituent congress that never met] that could 
decide it." Valle concluded, asking that the papers presented to 
(the Congress by the Secretary of Relations should be turned over 
to the committee investigating the question of Guatemala, &t 
The committee presented its recommendations to the Congress 
re 12, but owing to more urgent matters, the discussion was 


oe 
broken off. The next day Valle tried to persuade the deputies to 


ee Ibid., April 22, 1823. Valle later wrote that he spoke 
out for Guatemalan independence on April 12; however, he must 
nave confused the dates or spoke in committee, for there is no 
record that the subject was even discussed on that day ("Mani- 
fiesto a la nacién guatemalana," Valle Matheu, ed., Obras, I, 75). 
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continue with the question of Guatemala, °@ but two more weeks 

0a sed before the recommendations of the committee were debated. 
The course commended by the committee was all that Valle 
anted. The three suggested articles called for the ele¢étion, in 


Guatenala, of a constituent congress, which should decide the fu- 


‘ture political status of the provinces. Valle spoke, repeating 


his arguments of April 22, 1823. The articles were approved with 


‘little modification, °3 Guatemala was again free, not only by 


| 


| 


this act of the Mexican congress, but also by virtue of a declar- 


ation of independence pronounced in Guatemala on July 1, by a 


constituent congress called in March, 1823. 


Valle, on July 2, announced to the Congress that he had re- 


eeived word from Guatemala that the province of Tegucigalpa, 


which he represented in Mexico, had elected him to the constit- 


uent congress of Guatemala. On September 3, he submitted his 


| Wensticn.°* He was now free to return to his family and to 


‘Guatemala, 


. ae Actas del Congreso Constituyente mexicano; El Sol (Mex- 


Ee City), , June 5.) $523. 


83. Actas del Congreso Constituyente mexicano, July 1, 1823; 
‘EL Sol July 13, 1823, published Valle's discussion. 


* wad 


84, Actas del Congreso Constituyente mexicano. 
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‘ After September 3, 1823, Valle began preparations for his 
return to Guatemala, but homesick as he was, he took time to 
gather materials, which he knew Guatemala lacked. Besides the 
many manuscripts containing information on statistics, agricul- 
ture, mining, education, and government, he also brought the de- 
bates of the Constituent Congress, and copies of ten different 
newspapers. His zeal for knowledge appeared insatiable. He ran- 
sacked Mexico City, looking for scientific instruments, but all 
ae could find, that he could use, was a barometer and a Farenheit 
thermometer. With these, he planned to measure the altitude at 
different points along the way to Guatemala. He decided to make 
ee tables showing the altitude determined by each instrument and 
to compare the results. He also planned to log the distances be- 
tween the villages, and observe the opinion of the people "who 
had one" concerning the independence of Guatemala. °5 
| _- An unfortunate accident prevented him from fulfilling his 
plans. Before he journeyed far, he broke the barometer, which he 
had “Carried with such care." None the less, he kept a diary, 


®t. 
a a collection of seeds and plants from various places. 


ae 
addition to the books, papers, seeds, and plants, he carried a 
| 


| | 
ia 
| "“Manifiesto a la nacién guatemalana," Valle Matheu, ed., 


Qares, E, 76-77. 
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‘large picture of “Jorge Washington," which he presented to the 


constituent daveawigs 


| Some time in January, 1824, Valle arrived at the heights of 


‘Mixco, from where he could see Guatemala City. He wrote later, 
that upon seeing the City, he experienced a feeling similar to 
‘that of two close friends who met after a long absence. As he 
made his way into the capital, he was accompanied by people along 


‘the road. At that moment: "I repeated the vow I had made of liv- 


ing for my country. "°" After eighteen months, he was home, never 


again to leave. 


| The Mexican interlude in Valle's life was profitable for 


him, His expressions in Congress, his prison term, his meteoric 
‘pise from inmate to Secretary of Relations, and his efforts in 
behalf of the second independence of Guatemala all stood him in 
good stead with the members of the constituent congress. Per- 
sonally, he was intellectually richer, and he tried to share 


ithese riches with the people of Guatemala. 


| 
j= 


86. Ibid. On February 16, 1824, Valle presented the picture 
‘to the congress in Guatemala. The picture was hung but it had 
‘to be taken down. Before Valle had arrived home, the congress 
had hung portraits of Bartolomé de las Casas and Simén Bolfvar. 
These were full length portraits. The portrait of Washington 
as only three-quarter length, and it ruined the "symmetry" (AGG, 
B6.16, 2976, 117. Actas de la Asamblea Nacional Constituyente, 
(February 17, 1824; B6.16, 2899, 107. Comisiones especiales de 
‘la Asamblea [hereafter Comisiones especiales], April 8, 1824). 


~ 


_ 87. “Manifiesto a la nacidn guatemalana," Valle Matheu, ed., 


Obras, I; 78. 
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Chapter XI 


JOSE DEL VALLE, MEMBER OF THE SUPREME 
EXECUTIVE POWER; 1824-1825 


: The results of Santa Anna's pronouncement in Mexico had 
Mieeliel results in Guatemala. The false promise of wealth and 
a lush life in a great empire already had been challenged. Sal- 
vador, under the leadership of José Matfas Delgado, and Manuel 
José Arce, defied annexation and took up arms to protect their 
iMependence, t General Filfsola, however, overcame the resist- 
ance and entered the city of San Salvador on February 9, 1823. 


Arce came to the United States, and Delgado retired to his ranch.2 


] 


| 
1. AGG, B5.3, 1284, 58. This is the formal declaration 
ent to Guatemala City. Early in 1823, in order to avoid annexa- 
ion to Mexico by force, patriots in Salvador declared the prov- 
mee annexed to the United States. Thirty years later, the United 
tates Chargé d'Affaires in Salvador commented on the unusual 
riendliness of the people toward the United States, relating the 
friendliness to the action taken in 1823 (Bancroft, History of 


ee ee 
—— le ee eee 


2tC., and the Proposed Honduras Inter-Oceanic Railway [New York, 
J 


26 Bancroft, History of Central America, III, 64-65. 
[241] 
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sola, who was in Salvador when he heard of the revolt in Mex- 


; 0, eut short his business and hurried to Guatemala City. 

: In the capital, the first fission in the rock of Empire 
; iri id the patriots to action. They petitioned Filfsola to con- 
rok the Constituent Congress, promised in the act of September 
156 _Filfsola, correctly assuming that the day of the Empire was 
oat, honored the request on March 29, 1823, when he issued the 
-sonvooatory decree.? The act was tantamount to independence. 
the Serviles , who had been riding roughshod for more than a year, 
were again placed on equal footing with the patriots in seeking 
an elected position in the Constituent Congress. - 
| _ Before Valle arrived in Guatemala, the important work of as- 
 sembling the Congress was completed, and the sessions had begun. 
jut matters were not running smoothly. Added to the problems in- 
“aerent in inaugurating a new system, fighting had broken out in 
licaragua and sharp rivalry existed between all the provinces 
“and the central authority. And, of course, there were the tra- 
“tional problems -- poverty and ignorance. As a member of the 
"Supreme Executive Power, Valle dealt with each problem in one or 
“sore of its myriad forms, and tried to find practical solutions. 
“ie was not often successful, and his measures for stopping the 


Tighting in Nicaragua have been criticized severely. 


he. 


3. Boletin, IV (1939), 575-576. 
v. 
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P 


A committee (Junta Preparatoria), appointed on April 4, 1823, 
made the preparations necessary for assembling the congress, * 
which was installed on June 24, 1823. The majority of the dep- 
uties were described as Fiebres (Liberals). This was shown by 
the election of José Matfas Delgado to the presidency of the con- 
gress.” Five days later the deputies attended the first session, 
and on July 2, they named the congress La Asamblea Nacional Con- 
stituyente. © 

| On June 30, José Francisco Cérdova moved that independence 
from Mexico should be declared immediately. Molina, however, 


wanted to wait until some investigations concerning the illegality 


| 
) 
i 


of the annexation were completed. By July 29, Mariano Galvez, 


former secretary of the Junta Provisional Consultiva, had grown 
| 
so impatient he scolded Molina for wishing to postpone the first 


objective of the Assembly. His eloquent appeal was to no avail; 


| 4, AGG, B6.1-1, 2379, 83. Cuaderno que contiene los oficios 
del Jefe Vicente Filfsola, nombrando comisionados para que pre- 
paren los trabajos del futuro congreso. 


| 5. AGG, B6.1-7, 2439, 89. Acta de instalacidén de la Asamb- 
lea. Delgado received thirty-seven votes. Molina received two 
Bp the presidency and eight for the vice presidency. 


6 AGG, B.26, 2957, 113. Actas de las sesiones publicas 

de la Asamblea Nacional Constituyente, July 2, 1823. (Hereafter 
Actas de las sesiones pliblicas.) Seventy-five deputies were 
elected to the Assembly (AGG, B6.1-2, 2383, 84. Lista de los 
Cludadanos representantes en esta Asamblea y fecha en que tomaron 
asiento en ells, [December 30, 1823]). 
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the deputies decided to wait for the evidence that should lend 
legality to their action.? On July 30, they voted on Cérdova's 
motion. The division showed thirty-nine in favor of independence 
from Spain and two eiited?” @ unanimous vote was cast against an- 


nexation to Mexico, and all but two of the deputies voted for com- 


plete independence.” 


The Assembly adopted the rules formulated by Valle for the 
Junta Provisional Consultiva. On July 2, the deputies determined 
that the legislative power should be exercised by the Assembly, 
the judicial power by the established courts, and they invested 


‘the executive power in a triumvirate (Supremo Poder Ejecutivo, 


s 


SPE), which was elected a week later. 

| Manuel José Arce, who was in the United States, received a 
Piniuous vote for one of the positions in the executive power. 
The second position went to Pedro Molina with twenty-six votes. 
No one received a sas for the third position of the SPE -- 
‘José Francisco Barrundia received twelve votes, José del Valle, 
one, and Dionisio Herrera, one. A second barict elected Fran- 
‘elsco Villacorta, a Liberal, as the third member of the SPE, On 


this ballot Herrera received fifteen votes, Barrundia, four, Juan 


| 7. AGG, B6.26, 2958, 113. Actas de la sesiones publicas, 
duly 29, 1823. For’ an adequate treatment of Galvez, see Antonio 
Batres Jéuregui, El Doctor Mariano Galvez y su época (Guatemala, 


(1925). fay © WHLOn WoL0 Tésidence © 


x 8. AGG, B6.26, 2958, 113. Actas de las sesiones publicas. 
Mariano Beltranena and his brother dissented. — 


9. AGG, B6.26, 2960, 113. Actas de las sesiones pliblicas. 
For an English translation of the declaration of independence, 
see British Foreign and State Papers, 1823-1824 (London, 1626), 
xI, 874-875 ° 
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sia 
Dios de Mayorga, deputy in Mexico, two, and Valle, one. Since 
Molina and Villacorta were members of the Assembly, the deputies 
decreed that membership in the Assembly and the SPE were not in- 
compatible. At the same time, the eminent Larrazébal was elected 
substitute for Arce. Larrazdbal begged off, and the position of 
substitute went to another Liberal, Antonio Rivera Cabezas. 1° 
4 One of the important questions discussed by the deputies, 
after the division of power and the election of the SPE, was the 
departure of Filfsola and the Mexican troops. Provincial au- 
thorities in Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and Honduras declared they 
would not send their deputies to the Assembly until the troops 
had gone. After private citizens, municipal corporations, and 
Walicicus orders contributed 8000 pesos toward travel expenses, 
Filfsola and the troops moved out on August 3, 1823.11 

— After Filfsola left, the only military force in the capital 
was a permanent battalion (el fijo). Lieutenant Colonel Rafael 
Ariza y Torres, setting an ugly precedent for the future, staged 
eerevelt. It appears that he had no political ambitions -- he 
merely wanted to be commander of the battalion. The troops, who 


were not receiving their pay, needed little encouragement. Early 


| 10, AGG, B6.26, 2960, 113. Actas de las sesiones pliblicas, 
July 9, 1823. The Serviles, who failed to get a candidate 
elected, were promoting Filfsola. The Liberals checked this move 
— a decree on July 8 which made residence of seven years in 
Guatemala a qualification for the office of SPE (AGG, B6.17, 
2907, 108. Indice de los decretos expedidos por la Asamblea 
Nacional Constituyente, afios de 1823, 1824, 1825, July 8, 1823). 


~ 


11. Marure, Bosquejo histérico, I, 64-67. 
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on the morning of September 14, the day before the anniversary 
of independence, the capital awakened to the roar of cannon fire 
amd the crackle of small arms. The deputies, without knowing 
what was going on, gathered at the assembly hall, where they 
heard a dispatch from Ariza. The dispatch informed them that the 
troops, after talking over the subject in the barracks, had de- 
cided that Ariza should be their commender. They told Ariza of 
their decision. He went immediately to the central plaza where 
the troops had gathered, and there they "proclaimed" him com- 
mander. Meanwhile a corporal must have decided that advancement 
through the ranks was a slow process, for he was "proclaimed" 
captain. The deputies and the crowd milling about the hall be- 
came excited. Led by Barrundia, a crowd, mostly unarmed, raced 
eee the plaza. On the way they encountered a detachment of 
the rebellious soldiers and attacked them. ee the group 
led by Barrundia were killed. 

ae At the same time, the Assembly remained in session, despite 
the fact that several of the rebels climbed in the windows, caus- 
ing the secretary to record that he thought the soldiers were go- 
ing to “assassinate" the deputies present. The session was ad- 
.. at 4:00 p. m., but not before it was decided to double 


the soldiers' pay. /” 


| 


ia 
12. AGG, B6.26, 2962, 113. Actas de las sesiones publicas, 
September 14, 1823. For accounts by contemporaries, see Marure, 
Bosquejo histérico, I, 70-74; Montufar, Memorias de Jalapa, pp. 
04-65. 
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The revolt had other consequences beyond a less casual at- 
titude toward the military. Molina and Villacorta resigned from 
the SPE with the charge of incompetency ringing in their ears. 
Signs of discontent among the soldiers had been evident, and the 
connt tec for war had warned that the soldiers should be paid. ag 
Nothing was done, and Molina and Villacorta were blamed. 

As a result of the resignations, the deputies held another 
election to fill the vacancies in the SPE. Tomds O'Horan was 
elected with thirty-two votes, and José del Valle, who was still 
in Mexico, was elected with thirty-one. Since O'Hordn was also 
absent, substitutes were electea. 14 

: _ Although the revolt and the change in the SPE interrupted the 
routine procedure of the Assembly, the deputies were able to draw 
Jp and publish the "bases" for the constitution before Valle ar- 
clved in Guatemala and assumed his position in the SPE. November 


L?, 1823, was the day appointed to discuss the bases. That after- 


n00n the deputies heard the provisions that the constitutional 
pameettee had drafted. The form of government of the provinces 
of Guatemala was to be "Republican, Representative, and Federal," 


] 


ta the future they were to be called the "Federal States of 


.. America." Legislative, executive, and judicial powers 


i 
te 


13. AGG, B6.28, 3003, 121. Correspondencia recibida por la 
isamblea (September 11, 1823). The note informed the deputies of 
che "sad consequences that the lack of pay of the troops" was al- 
bound producing. 


14, AGG, B6.26, 2963, 114. Actas de las sesiones publicas, 
= 4, 1823. 
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were outlined for the federal government, and each of the five 
states -- Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and Salva- 
dor would enjoy the same division of power in their state gOov- 
ernments. The bases were approvea, +? and the work of framing the 
constitution began. 

‘a 
. ii 
_ 

' Valle arrived in Guatemala City on January 26, 1824. He 
wrote later that after he learned of his election to the SPE, he 
aebated whether to accept the position. After considering the 
"aelicate position" of a nation that had just changed its gov- 
ernment, the critical period before the constitution would be 
riemed., and the possibility of disorder, he wrote a letter of res- 
ignation. Purther reflection, so Valle wrote, made his duty plain, 
and he tore up the letter, 16 He then wrote to the president of 
the Assembly that he had arrived in the capital and that he was 
ready to make "any personal sacrifice in behalf of public inter- 


2st."17 the Assembly designated February 5 as the day Valle should 


t 15. AGG, B6é.26, 2963, 114. Actas de las sesiones publicas. 
An English translation of the bases for the constitution can be 
iz in British Foreign and State Papers, 1824-1825 (London, 
826), XII, 867-873. 

Oni 

f 16. "Discurso pronunciado en la Asamblea Nacional Constitu- 
ente el dfa 5 de febrero de 1824, al prestar, como individuo de 
oder Ejecutivo, el duremento de ley," Valle Matheu, ed., Obras, 


sy DOo 


17. AGG, B6.26, 2976, 117. Actas de las sesiones publicas, 
amuary 31, 1824, | 
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> the oath of office. 1® 


On the appointed day, a group of deputies escorted Valle to 
Assembly where he made an "eloquent discourse."17 He tola 
‘the deputies that he would dedicate himself to the matters most 
‘important for the progress of the nation. He vowed to uphold the 
¢ tholic religion,~° which united the people, and to attempt to 
3 “hate and vengeance." He promised to promote education, 
n he thought should train men for the government. He con- 


ed by emphasizing that: 


‘The great seal that ought to stamp a government is that of pru- 
dence. If we wish to accredit ourselves, let us move along grad- 
ually guided by it [prudence].Guatemala . . . does not have ex- 
perience on the path... of independent and free nations. It 
ig necessary to work with thoroughness and circumspection; it is 
m@cessary to be guided by prudence, which never takes a step with- 
out considering the consequences, 21 


roceeding in this manner, Valle thought that Guatemala would 


take her place among free nations. His address pointed out the 


Ibid., February 2, 1824. 


19. Ibid., February 5, 1824. 


a0, Valle believed that Catholicism was the true religion, 
mut he did not allow his religious emotion to dictate ali the 
amswers. In the Constituent Congress in Mexico, in the course of 
a@ debate on whether an envoy should be sent to come, Valle main- 
tained that Mexico, “a sovereign and independent nation," did not 

d to establish diplomatic relations with Rome Such relations 

d be of no service to either power, Valle thought. But Mexi- 

(cO was also "part of the church," and from the religious point of 
view, Valle thought that an envoy to Rome would be useful. (Actas 
del Congreso Constituyente mexicano, April 23, 1823.) 


21. “Discurso pronunciado en la Asamblea Nacional Constitu- 
yente el dfa 5 de febrero de 1824, al prestar, como individuo de 
ir Ejecutivo, el juramento de ley," Valle Matheu, ed., Obras, 
Fs 38-39. 
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2 orts he would make. 

3 Early in March, 1824, Manuel José Arce returned from the 
United States, ~* and on March 15, he was inaugurated. “2 The SPE 
was complete, since O'Hordn also had assumed his position. Two 
weeks later, however, Arce requested leave for one month in order 
to visit his family in San Salvador. The leave was granted on 
March 31, and Arce left the capital ten days later. 24 Immediately 
after Arce left, O'Hordn, for some reason also took leave of his 
duties. °° Since Arce did not return until May 24, 26 Valle nandled 


bi 


) 22. AGG, B6.26, 2978, 117. Actas de las sessiones ptiblicas, 
March 8, 1824. The president of the Assembly wrote to Arce telling 
him the deputies wanted him to take the oath of office as soon as 
p0ssible. Also, see Manuel José Arce, Memorias del General Manuel 
José Arce, primer presidente de Centro América (San Salvador, 
1947), De 16. (Hereafter Arce, Memorias.) For a glimpse of Arce's 
activity in the United States, see William R. Manning, ed., Diplo- 

ce Correspondence Concerning the Independence of the Latin- 
American Nations (3 vols., New York, 1925), II, 871-880. (Here- 

r Manning, ed., Diplomatic Correspondence. } 


_ 23. AGG, B6.26, 2978, 117. Actas de las sesiones publicas, 
farch 15, 1824; B10.7, 4038, 184. Correspondencia del Ministro 
le Estado, Justicia y Negocios Eclesidsticos, March 15, 1824, 


_ 24. AGG, B6.26, 2980, 118. Actas de las sesiones pliblicas, 
farch 29, 31, April 6, 10, 1824. 


| 25. Ibid., April 10, 26, 1824, 
| = 

_ 26. Ibid., May 24, 1824. Even when O'Hordn was present, 
alle, according to his contemporaries assumed most of the respon- 


bilities. (Montufar, Memorias de Jalapa, p. 70; Arce, Memorias, 
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the duties of the SPE until the last of May. 

&* According to Valle, the "fate of political systems" depended 
on the “hands that execute them."*’ If Valle had had a firm grip 


on "fate," perhaps the history of the Federation of Central Amer- 


ica would have been different. Lacking any real power, he, as a 


member of the SPE, could only advise and suggest the measures 


necessary for consolidating the new system. °° 


_ Valle regarded education as the most important "source" of 


prosperity and he suggested ways for making education available. 
He was aware that the school system did not include all the courses 


ees "could influence the general prosperity." Neither was it 


possible financially to establish the desirable courses. But he 
be 


| 
believed that poverty could be circumvented by imploring scholars 


"GO open classes and give lectures, at their convenience and with 


the method they prefer, over any branch that they might select in 
the exact sciences, the natural [sciences], economics, politics, 


or morals." He appealed to the scholars! patriotism, asking them 


to donate their services.~” 


Le ; 27. AGG, B10.7, 4043, 185. Correspondencia del Ministro de 
Estado, Justicia, y Negocios Eclesidsticos, August 5, 1824, 


AGG, B6.17, 2901, 108, Reglamento del Poder Ejecutivo, 
1824, 


_ 29. AGG, B6.17, 4038, 184. On Jume 15, 1824, he recommended 
ee ert iehment of an "academy of music" for the purpose of in- 
struction and “decent entertainment." (AGG, B10.7, 4041, 185. 
Correspondencia del Ministro de Estado, Justicia, y Negocios El- 
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198 Valle was also keenly interested in improving the mining 
industry. He had expressed this interest earlier. In Mexico, 

he talked with Andrés del Rio, who taught classes in mineralogy 
at the Colegio de Minerfa, 2° and asked him if he would send one 
of "his most distinguished students" to Central America to start 
classes in mineralogy, especially in "Tegucigalpa, Comayagua, and 
Costa Rica." Valle, on February 15, 1824, reported his conversa- 
tion to the committee for finance and asked permission to make a 
concrete offer to one of Del Rio's students. The committee agreed 
The next day he sent @ note to the Assembly requesting approval 
for 600 pesos for traveling expenses and 1200 pesos for an annual 


salary for a mineralogist from Mexico. The Assembly approved the 


request, and asked Valle to make the necessary arrangements. He 


wrote to Del Rfo, who replied, on May 15, 1824, that a student, 


1 


Francisco Echeverrfa, would accept the offer if he received 800 
pesos for traveling expenses. On August 21, the Assembly approved 
the additional 200 pesos. Whether Echeverrfa arrived is unknown. 74 
In connection with the education and the prosperity of the 


ion, Valle recommended that the government should publish a 


30. Valle brought a work by Del Rio from Mexico. it is 
amett in Valle's library. 


31. AGG, B6.26, 2976, 117. Actas de las sesiones publicas, 
February 14, 1824; B6.7, 2551, 93. Comision de hacienda de la 
Asamblea, February 13, August 21, 1824. Apparently Valle's de- 
sires to improve the mining industry have never been fulfilled. 
In an elementary geography text book, it was stated that "miner- 
als abound in the soil of Guatemala, but they have not been ex- 
ploited, owing to the lack of capital and knowledge of the mining 
industry." (Juan José Arévalo, Geograffa elemental de Guatemala 
- hae 1930], p. 85.) 
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gemorial “written by a missionary from Louisiana" and explaining 


: cultivation of indigo. The government financed the publica- 
tion of this memorial, which Valle had copied while he was in 
Hexico, >” but Valle paid, from his own pocket, the cost of pub- 

@ manuscript that he had also copied in Mexico, showing 
he efficacy of quicksilver for the mining industry. ?2 
ae Apart from education but closely related to the prosperity 
of the mation were Valle's proposals for correcting the difficulty 
of transporting agricultural products to the coast for export and 
for exploiting the unpopulated coastal lands. Valle suggested to 
the Assembly that measures be taken for founding colonies of In- 
aians in these areas. Besides exploiting the uncultivated land, 
the colonies, wisely governed, would also keep the ports and port 
a: in eta 
? To promote prosperity, Valle also tried to arrest the ruinous 
decline of cacao cultivation by attempting to arouse provincial 
authorities in the cacao-producing areas to submit plans to that 


pai. 3 In letters to Pedro Molina, who had been appointed as en- 


32. AGG, B10.7, 4040, 185. Correspondencia del Ministro de 
itado, Justicia, y Negocios Eclesidsticos, May 10, 1824. 


33. AGG, B10.7, 4039, 184. Correspondencia del Ministro de 
©, Justicia,y Negocios Eclesidsticos, April 24, 1824. 


_. 34. AGG, B10.7, 4042, 185. Correspondencia del Ministro de 
Bstado, Justicia, y Negocios Eclesidsticos, June 28, 1824, 


35. AGG, Bi0.7, 4040, 185. Correspondencia del Ministro de 
tado, Justicia, y Negocios Eclesidsticos, May 3, 1824. Valle 
plso recommended that the capital should have another botanical 
yarden, which he thought would stimulate interest in botany. He 
ffered to donate his salary that he received as a member of the 
SPE for the garden, and a friend offered to give free lessons in 
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to "South America," Valle urged him to be alert to any new 
s, and he asked him to send "grain, tobacco and cloth" that 
Ou d be raised and manufactured in Central America. Valle also 
id 
luggested to Molina that he send a collection of the "journals or 


lications" of each government, and, above all, he prevailed 


the "precursor" to send frequent dispatches "giving us de- 
jailed news of everything, "9° 


¥ Conspicuous in all Valle's plans for the improvement of the 
4 
ation was his attempt to circumvent any unnecessary expenditure. 


Ne 
joney was scarce in Central America. Worse, there was no indi- 


ation that the scarcity would soon be alleviated. On October 16, 


%3 

\824, Valle submitted a note to the Assembly, apprizing the dep- 

n . 

ities of the “deficiency of the treasury," which was becoming “more 


ai 
be 
wute every day." Consequently, Valle stated, the government was 
‘xperiencing the appalling scene of “seeing the employees [of the 
2 
-overnment] going without their salaries, the only means by which 


i 

whey have to live." He also pointed out that the troops were suf- 

> 

(ane for want of pay, and he explained that it was common knowl- 
i 

‘age that in such straits troops become “exasperated" and commit 

an 


excesses. 37 
i) 


' 
| 
j 
| 


L 


B 


-- (Gazeta de Gobierno, July 19, 1824.) The writer is grate- 
1 to Sefior Jorge del Valle Matheu for the use of his file of 


his paper. 
36. February 25, March 12, 1824, AGG, Molina papers. 


37. AGG, B6.7, 2623, 95. Comisidn de hacienda pliblica, Oc- 


Ober 16, 1824. At an earlier date, the debt to the employees 
jounted to 70,000 pesos. (AGG, B6.7, 1567, 94.) When the writer 
Opied this citation, he forgot to include the date. He knows 


. the legajo number (94) that it was dated earlier than October 
LN ar: 1824, 
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w One of the reasons for the fiscal difficulty was expressed 
a reply from the committee for finance to a note from the As- 
sembly, requesting that a certain obligation be paid. The conm- 
mittee informed the Assembly: 


: ‘© 
} are obliged to point out to you the state to which the treas- 
has been reduced. .. . The only income that must sustain 
affairs of the federal government, according to law of the 
tional Assembly, comes from import duties, the postal systen, 
[the monopoly of] gunpowder. The first. has been assigned to 
+ Consulado, obliging it to meet the military budget; the sec- 
on ae nil, and far from producing anything, it is a rare month 
when it is not necessary to subsidize it; and the small amount of 
the third is used for paying the salaries of the secretariat of 
? Assembly. . . .38 
iis ‘note not only explained the reasons for the lack of funds 
| 
but also pointed up why Valle searched for means that did not en- 
tail any expense for promoting the welfare of the nation. 
The important point of federal income had been discussed in 
the Assembly. The committee for finance, on March 31, spoke out 
. oh a fiscal policy administered almost entirely by the states 
The committee knew that by "aestroying the central system they 
[the deputies] would disorganize the taxes," and that disorganiza- 
tion of taxes was the "mortal symptom of the dissolution of the 
states. "99 
Valle was in complete agreement with the committee. The 
"existence of the nation" demanded a treasury. That was not dif- 


ficult to understand. The plan for the federal republic called 


38. AGG, B6.7, 2643, 96. December 31, 1824. 
39. AGG, B6.7, 2564, 96. 
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for state and federal treasuries. There was nothing complex 
about this. Convinced of “such obvious truths," why did the as- 
sembly persist in debating whether any taxes should be designated 
for the federal government? "° The federal government was not a 
"government of Costa Rica, or of Nicaragua, or of Comayagua, or 
of Salvador, or of Guatemala." It was the government of the "na- 
tion, "4 It was the body that was interested in the welfare of 
all the states. To maintain a federal government was expensive, 
and. the expenses of an independent nation "increase many times" 
over the expenses of a colony. *? | 
One of the important sources of income, and one that had been 
maintained for the federal government, pending the decision of the 
Assembly, was the tobacco monopoly. In freedom, hanna there 
were a number of deputies willing to strip the federal government 
of this important income, and give it to the states. Valle felt 


50 strongly about preserving the tobacco monopoly for the federal 


governnent that he addressed the Assembly on the subject. He ex- 
plainea to the deputies that he was opposed generally to monop- 


olies, which were "odious and unjust," and frustrated the progress 


: eae and the increase of wealth. But the question at hand, 


Valle observed, was not a general one; it was whether tobacco 


| 


i. Gazeta de Gobierno, April 9, 1824. 


41, BNG, Discurso del Gobierno Supremo de Guatemala sobre 
la renta de tobacos, October 11, 1824, Coleccién Valenzuela; 
valle Matheu, ed., Obras, II, 251- 252. 


B42. Gazeta de Gobierno, April 9, 1824. 
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ould be a monopoly of the federal government or should be free 


federal taxation. Control and taxation of tobacco, accord- 


; to Valle's logic, caused no hardship. Central America was 
opt ated by a “majority of poor people and a minority of rich 
seople." The poor people were not the principal consumers of to- 
Be. Neither were they "owners of their lands"; nor did they 
O8sess Capital "to work" the lands. Thus, they had no financial 
iMeerest in tobacco. More important, Valle emphasized, was that 
the abolition of the monopoly, not its existence, would demand 
sacrifice by the poor. Without the revenue from tobacco, which 
the poor did not contribute to, the federal government, in order 
to compensate for the loss, would subject everyone to increased 
taxation, In conclusion, Valle declared that the monopoly af- 
fectea only those people financially able to pay. 3 
: _ After several stormy sessions, the Assembly decreed that to- 
bacco would continue as a monopoly of the federal government. The 
state authorities, however, were to administer the monopoly. As 
it developed later, the federal government was responsible for 
the expense of the administration, but did not receive the money 
that accrued from the tax. 

If the poverty of the treasury had been the only impediment 
| 5 Valle's plans and ideas might have enjoyed some suc- 

; 

—_— 

43. ‘BNG, Discurso del Gobierno Supremo de Guatemala sobre 
-rente de tabacos, October 11, 1824, Coleccién Valenzuela; Valle 
atheu, ed., Obras, II, 251- 264; AGG, B6. 26, 2992, 119, October 


1824, The secretary of the Assembly noted that Valle spoke, 
; did not include the address in the records. 
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3s. But want of money was a minor problem compared with the 


Seeing in Nicaragua. By September, 1824, all the states but 
aragua had formed their governments. Nicaragua was in the mid- 
, of a@ civil war, which witnessed the shocking scene of "village 
ginst village, family against family, individual against in- 


ridual, cruel reprisals, slaughter, burning, and pillaging, «+ 


iii 


= In Nicaragua after the expulsion of Gonzdles Saravia who 
Reterted the trouble after the act of September 15, 1821, a 

pre isional government was set up by the state with permission 

f the Assembly. Lieutenant Colonel Basilio Carillo was stationed 
in Leon, as commander of the military. In Granada, Cleto Orddfiez 
was the military chief, and Juan Argtiello was the Jefe Polftico. 
nada was still maintaining absolute independence. Managua, 

ich appeared allied to Ledén, was preparing to seek other ties. 
In Managua, according to the contemporary historian Merure, a 

| r -mumber of persons were against the system of government pro- 
claimed by the Assembly. The rest of the villages and cities in 

: agua either took sides or were strangled by the rivalry of 
hostile parties. 

_Carillo in Ledn, stationed there by the Assembly, was actual- 


‘a 
Ay working against the authorities in Guatemala City. On January 


‘44, Marure, Bosguejo histérico, I, 101. 
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1824, the people in Ledén demanded the removal of Carillo. 

, governing junta complied with the request of the demonstrators 
Meine Carmen Salazar in command of the military. A short time 
José Justo Milla, commissioned by the SPE to pacify Nica- 
ja, arrived in Leon, and proceeded to the other troubled areas, 
ntreating the authorities to recognize the government in Nica- 
agua, which was to be located in Managua. Milla returned to 
juatemala City, happy that he had accomplished his objective. 

r On March 4, 1824, the troops of Ledén united with the popu- 
Lace, overthrew the governing junta, and placed rebels in the po- 
itions of authority. On July 22, in Ledn, the troops and popu- 
lace, dissatisfied with their new authorities, threw them out in 
"avor of new men. At the same time, the forces in Granada were 
preparations to bring the rest of Nicaragua in line with 
solute independence. Managua was also preparing to attack 

a. Soon Nicaragua was rocked by civil war. During the re- 
‘as er of 1824, the Assembly and the SPE, which was responsible 
or maintaining internal order, were plagued with this thorny 
‘roblen, in addition to all the others. *? 


| Throughout the summer of 1824, Valle and Arce were disagree- 
i 


{| 


(mg on many matters, but mostly on how the trouble in Nicaragua 


| 45, Ibid., pp. 100-107. A friend writing to Molina, from 

losta Rica, explained that the "state of Nicaragua" had been 
verwhelmed by a “horrible anarchy," and was “divided into fac- 
jloms." In Ledén, there had been "frequent killing of authorities." 
Juan Mora to Molina, November 17, 1824, AGG, Molina papers.) 
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dev d be settled. The documents reveal no Sign of the disagree- 
nent until August 14, 1824. On that day, Arce appeared before 
p Assembly and announced his decision to resign because: "It 
yeenot possible to continue suffering the temperament of my com- 
nion, José Cecilio del Valle, #6 Upon assuming his position in 
he SPE, Arce stated that he learned immediately that Valle pos- 
ssed the “art of exasperating" and would not listen to an "opin- 
ion distinct" from his own. When someone did contradict him, as 
Arce explained, Valle "lost his temper." Arce declared that he 
iipesed to be a “blind subscriber" to Valle's opinions. In order 
to preserve the decorum of the SPE, Arce decided to resign, and 
he did so over the protests of the a ed 
_» The disagreement between Arce and Valle struck deep. Arce 
wanted to pacify Nicaragua with troops raised in Salvador, and 
imstructed by Salvadorean authorities. Valle wanted the federal 
government to settle the trouble. Previous interpretations of 
this conflict between Arce and Valle showed Valle playing a mean 


role. Marure wrote that Valle opposed intervention by Arce and 


SS 


. 


 . 
| ae: AGG, B6.25, 2949, 112. Sesion secreta de la Asamblea, 
st 14, 1824, 


/ : 


i un, Durén, ed., Obras de José Cecilio del Valle, pp. xvii- 

2 Adi. Durén included some of the records from the “the public ses- 

‘sions of the Assembly. These records are no longer in the Archive 

This citation is to a letter that Arce wrote on August 19, 1824. 

bey @ similar letter, on September 10, 1824, that was not 
wrased so strongly. (AGG, B6é.22, 2940, 110, Exposiciones de 

les autoridades y particulares. ) "Arce was replaced by José Manuel 

la Cerda (Marure, Bosguejo histérico, I, 101). 
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the Salvadorean troops, because Valle feared that Arce would 
triumph in Nicaragua, and that his victory would give him an ad- 
vantage in the first presidential election. © Manuel Montufar 

te: “To Valle belongs the blame for the progress of anarchy in 
lidcaragua. " Valle, according to Montufar, tried to discern which 
was "the strongest party" in Nicaragua and win its support. By 
taelay ing and deceiving" he opposed the intervention by Arce and 
the Salvadorean troops. The only measure that Valle took, ac- 
cording to Montufar, was that of "sending Colonel Arzti without 
troops" to assume political control of the state. Montufar, like 
Marure, ascribed Valle's negligence to his presidential aspira- 
tions. *? An account friendly to Valle stated that Arce wanted "to 
dominate Nicaragua." Valle, who possessed "more ability and fore- 
sight, and better sense than Arce," recognized the selfish purpose 
that inspired Arce and tried to stop the expedition. This was the 


immediate reason for the break between the two.7° 


in 
: _ The documents available tell the story in a different way. 
Valle did send Arzt to Nicaragua with full authority, and he did 
so with the approval of the Assembly. Sending one man to pacify 
a state was not unusual. The Junta Consultiva Provisional sent 


José Matfas Delgado to Salvador in 1821, and the Assembly approved 


_ 48. Bosquejo histdérico, I, 107. 


_ 49, Memorias de Jalapa, pp. 68-69. 


; 50. Vicente Filfsola, La cooperacién de México en la independ 
la de Centro América (Documentos inéditos 9 muy raros para la 
aistoria de México, XXXVI; Mexico, 1911), pp. 23-24. 
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¥. Justo Milla's mission to Nicaragua. Delgado was successful, 


@ Milla and Arzu experienced some success. And it appears that 
pzu might have achieved complete success if the stubborn authori- 


; in Salvador had not sent Arce and the troops to Nicaragua. 


% Valle, on November 16, 1824, wrote Pedro Molina, who was in 


pia, that: “The political state of this nation is most pleas- 


ng. The province of Nicaragua, in which peace was torn asunder, 
is in peace and tranquility."2+ Valle cannot be accused of fab- 
| = a pleasant picture for Molina, In the same letter, he 
wrote that a Mexican friend had written him that a rumor spoke of 
Mexican and Colombian plans for dividing Central America, and 
vaste asked Molina to investigate the rumor. Also, in April, 
182, Valle wrote Molina telling him: "The government continues 
without the authority necessary for consolidating our independ- 
ence, "7* Valie's statement, that Nicaragua was experiencing peace 
in November, was substantiated by a letter received by Molina from 
a friend in Costa Rica, reporting to him that Arzu had arrived in 
Mearagua, and “had already begun to calm the fury of the fac- 
tions." Hostilities had ceased, and some of the armed forces had 


retired from the cities. Molina's friend thought that state au- 


norities would be organized soon. 72 


AGG, Molina papers. 


April 15, 1824, AGG, Molina papers. 


Juan Mora to Molina, November 17, 1824, AGG, Molina 
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ii Soon after these letters were written, fighting in Nicaragua 
began anew. Authorities in Salvador, without authority from the 
Assembly or the SPE, dispatched Arce and 500 troops to Nicaragua. 
OM January 9, 1825, Arce entered Ledén, and, with a division of 
troops from Granada, and secured the surrender of Managua without 
a fight. Nicaragua was pacified and the state government soon 

was established. Perhaps Arzu could have settled this last out- 
sok if Salvadorean troops had not interfered. But they did in- 
bervene, and it appears that Valle and-the Assembly had made a 
nistake by not authorizing the intervention by Salvador. The mere 
authorization of troops, however, was not the most serious question 
involved. Salvador was displaying the provincial attitude that 

jas later to drive Central America into Civil war. 

) State authorities in Salvador raised a military force and, 

a May 9, 1824, commissioned it the "Legion of Liberty of the State 
9 Salvador" and stated that it would be commanded by a person 
vamed by the state government. Arce, still a member of the SPE, 
rs named commander of the rorce.-" The committee for war of the 
\egenbly, having received this information, replied that Arce 


sould not command the force as long as he was a member of the SPE, 


ust as Valle could not exercise his authority as Auditor of War. 


n addition, the committee explained to the government of Salvador 


hat the “general congress" was responsible for maintaining the 


le 


54. AGG, B6.9, 2753, 99. Comisidédn de guerra. May 11, 1824. 
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ed forces. The state could raise forces only by permission 


n the federal government. 79 

The state authorities retorted that the Assembly knew that 
r¢ 2 was a military man and that did not deter his election. In 
ction with the authority of the state, as determined by the 
s of the Assembly, the congress of the state could "make 
laws, ordinances, and regulations, raise a militia... 
and command all branches of its [the state's] public administra- 
t10n, 99° In the Assembly, the deputy from Salvador lamented "the 
sad picture" of his state and his constituents, whose "only crime" 
was that of “having provided freedom and having sustained it with 
success." He observed that he could not mention the name of Sal- 
valor in the Assembly without everyone getting excited. But when 
} anger was near, he heard the name "Salvador in 4 tone sweet and 
gentle [dulce y apacible]." The same day the deputy presented a 
request that the Assembly should declare the Legion "legally or- 
ganized. no? 

_ In another exchange the Minister of State of Salvador com- 
municated to the Assembly that no law existed that made the gov- 
ernor of the state “subordinate to the SPE." When independence 


| & 
was declared from the Spanish monarchy, each province “recovered 


its sovereignty and freedom." Thus the states should be “con- 


as 


Ibid., May 31, 1824. 


Ibid., June 8, 1824. 


Ibid., August 2, 1824. 
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sidered as separate republics." By becoming part of the federa- 
tion, the dispatch continued, the states lost no authority. In- 
stead, they accepted the charge of supporting a federal govern- 
ment, which should "publish the general laws," preserve "public 
order, " conduct"negotiations and treaties with foreign powers, " 
and command the “armed forces of the ha sca The Minister 
expressed fear that the "central authority" nota usurp the. power 
that corresponded to the denbeasns 

Valle answered this dispatch. Beginning softly, he explained 
that “the establishment of a new order of things" always presented 
"grave obstacles." He was aware that in the transitory period, 


ven ane fundamental law was not yet written, authority was not 


defined clearly. There was no doubt, however, that the governors 


of the states were subordinate to the SPE. Indeed, Valle wrote, 
addressing himself to the problem, the denial of the fact was 
“tmpertcu seme ae} and was typical of Salvador in "all its com- 
munications with the federal government." Valle then expressed 
nis thoughts on a manifesto published by the government of Salva- 
tr that stated that the federation ceased to exist when a state 
idendrew from the federal pact. "What ideas so terrible can stir 
” this hypothesis!" Valle exclaimed. “What a sad future for- 
codes if the state of Salvador continues such principles -- prin- 


ciples that are basically opposed to those wise institutions that 


| 58. AGG, B6.9, 2757, 99 Comisién de guerra, March 17, 1824. 


~ctebs? est Yo dueq gatmoved yo. 


« : ‘ for i ‘ i ee 
-ol ,_¢elidorias om Jeol estete ony , beumtdoog 


4 


-orevoy leiohet 8 satttoqgye to eptedo edz bem 
. : Bale ah : aoe 

vq" evsegenq "“ vmel tersaeg ent detiduq* ie 
,SiowOT Meteiol tlw eetisend hae eaotielioga 
iejcloin ent *,s0itetebet ent to seoaot & 


Sewcoy.ont cites binow, "yi Lnodduea) Zetingo® eld 

Gz ’ Uy 
“secate ond.0cie 
{qxe on ,yittoe gitortged  ,dotveqalbl etrisdi 


sS6%G oy eulis “"epeind Yo tefac wen 2 t¢ dam 


ff 
t 
® 
> 
x 


olisg (wileneis edd of Jad siswe sew eH ae 


fh 


Jou saw Ytluodius ,gcevtiaw sey com saw wal 


siocievog odd Jane ,tevewod ,Jduob om ssw eteat ae 
.cscun elfsV .Seshnl .398 edt. ot: edentbcodse 
Sew JOST ons to Llainebh enly. ,woldorw. edd) opm 


CW gk ie. 20 ee Soviaeé to Lsolgy?s Gin hae a ewe 
‘ia - 


cigxe oons elisY ",dnemuevog Lavebet emia 


» 


-— iC Geemmsteveg ero Yd bedalidad oveeT inka 


~%O'} WIT bee s Jadw" .,bomtefoxe eiisv 
~iiic -=- seflatontae dowe eexnitmes tohevie® to ed 


Jes queluueijeal ootw exbdd of besoqgo ylisotead am 


Oto mer —, - + ile PP ae ah die rnetanth A re Me pam ‘ + 
. 4 , } (ee et 7 7 a 
. a ,, J f, ae 


> people have just sworn to. #7 


= In August, 1824, when Arce resigned, the government of Sal- 
yador communicated to Valle that it intended to send the Legion 
of Liberty to Nicaragua. Valle, on August 11, addressed the As- 
sembly on the subject, and asked the deputies to prevent inter- 
vention by Salvador. The reason that Valle was against inter- 
vention was fundamental to the success of the Federation of Cen- 
¢fal America. He thought that the only force that should inter- 
yene was an "impartial force sent by the Supreme Government," not 
one from "Granada, Managua, Ledén, or Matagalpa." 

7 

The Supreme Government [SPE] is that which should determine the 
necessity of force; the Supreme Government is tnat which should 
declare, with previous authorization from the Assembly, what 
force should be sent to one province or another. If the author- 
ity . . . should correspond to the states, one would do one thing 
and another would do another; and the nation, divided by contrary 
orders, would be a chaos of factions... . 6 

: 

Valle told the deputies that he would "point out to the congress 
lof Salvador what the laws" demanded. Since the laws related to 
the question were "so clear," he thought that "the congress of 
Salvador" would have to "revoke" the orders and command the troops 


not to leave the state. He concluded by explaining that the na- 


| 
tion was in "one of its most delicate periods." Independence of 


Central America had not been "recognized" by the “other nations." 


Ses ibid., April 22, 1825. 


60. August 11, 1824, BNG, Coleccidén Valenzuela. 
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And Valle was sure that the other nations would not "authorize 


marchy" by extending recognition to a state divided by hostile 
ractions. °* 
3 The government of Salvador was not persuaded by orders from 
the Assembly or the SPE. Valle, in December, sent a dispatch ex- 
plaining the position of the government. He emphasized again 
that the trouble in Nicaragua was a federal problem and not one 
for Salvador. The SPE meant to convey no disrespect,as Valle 
stated, but he thought that troops from Salvador would be re- 
eeived in Nicaragua, “not as soldiers of the Government," but as 
"partial men, protectors of one of the belligerent parties." It 
would appear, Valle thought, that the "SPE wanted a portion of 
‘the state destroyed, so that the other portion might rule over 
ruins and cadavers." By secretly ordering the troops to march 
into Nicaragua, the government of Salvador had authorized an “at- 
tack against the federal system, "©2 

The evidence for the Nicaraguan question, as it concerned 
Valle, Arce, Salvador, and the federal government does not sup- 
port the traditional view of Valle. And in justification to 
Valle, his actions cannot be discussed apart from the fundamental 


question involved -- that of the division of authority between 
} 


the states and the federal government. Indeed, if Valle took 


62. AGG, B6.9, 2757, 99. Comisidn de guerra, December 351, 
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action that did not turn on this question, evidence to show 


what he did has not been uncovered. Neither is there evidence 
to show that Valle or Arce were considering the presidential elec- 
tion. Except the decree, issued in May, 1824, ordering the elec- 
tion of federal authorities, the investigator will search in vain 
the official records for information showing that the election of 
the president was a serious consideration. It was rarely men- 


tioned. Perhaps new evidence will alter this view. 


iv 


On November 22, the deputies signed the constitution, and 
‘tiie same day eight of them presented it to the SPE, who signed it 
and ordered it published immediately. The next day all the 
federal authorities swore to defend the system of government, 
Mebethe fundementel law defined. 

rE The government of the republic was popular, representative, 
and federal, though there is some inconsistency as to the designa- 
etn of the state. As one student has pointed out, it has more 


frequently been referred to as a confederation than a federation. 


The constitution provides evidence for either point of view. The 


| 


_ 63. AGG, B10.2-1, 3283, 157. Correspondencia de Ministro 
de Replaciones, November 25, 1824. Agreements were made with Juan . 
Arévalo, “director of the best press" in the city, for printing 
the constitution. Arévalo calculated that 2500 copies would cost 
ween 360 and 400 pesos. He wanted 200 pesos immediately "for 
uying paper and paying employees." (AGG, B6.7, 2639, 96. Comision 
© la hacienda, November 26, 1824.) 
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constitution refers to the Federal Republic of Central America, 


in one clause, and in another it states clearly: "The Republic 
is denominated the Confederacy of Central America, "64 

‘ The Constitution defined the rights of property, freedom of 
speech and press. Slaves had been freed by an earlier decree by 
the Assembly. The division of power showed the now familiar pat- 
tern of executive, legislative, and judicial. The president and 
the senate had a suspensive veto, which the congress could over- 
ride with a two-thirds vote. The senate resembled the audiencia, 
acting at times as a court of appeals. The president, the senate, 
the deputies, and the supreme court judges were all popularly 


elected by a complex electoral syevens”> 


After the constitution was promulgated, Valle asked for a 
leave of absence. However, O'Hordn was already absent, and the 
Assembly, reluctant to leave the SPE in the charge of Arce's re- 
plecement, appealed to "Valle's patriotism," and asked him to 

make a "new sacrifice" for his country. Valle, however, insisted, 


66 While he 


and, his leave of "twenty or thirty days" was granted. 
was absent, the Assembly, having finished its work, met for the 
last session on January 23, 1825. 

a 

64. Quoted in Harold Bond Field, "The Central-American Fed- 
eration, a Political Study, 1826-1839" (unpublished doctoral dis- 
sertation, University of Chicago, 1942), De 32. 


| 
| 65. Ibid., pp. 35-36. 


3 66. AGG, B6.26, 2998, 119. Actas de las sesiones publicas, 
ecember 17, 20, 1824, On December 20, the deputies debated 
whether Cerda was capable of performing as SPE by himself. 
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b On February 25, 1825, a summary of the work of the SPE was 
published, which meant, in the main, a summary of the work of 
José del Valle. The memorial, written by Valle, showed his keen 
discernment of the important problems. The SPE "knew the dangers" 
confronting an “unauthorized government" in such critical times. 
The “immense obligations" and the "limited attributes" did not 
make the job easier. To govern Central America was not "to copy" 
the ideas of people of another "character and of different habits,’ 
Successful government required knowledge of the "science most 
difficult" that the "talent of man" had created. Mastery of the 
Peet ics of the science of government and their wise applica- 
tion to the "totality of circumstances" attending the nation was 
é mark of good government. This in view, the SPE strove to 


consolidate "absolute independence," to promote "public educa- 


tion," to increase the "wealth. "67 


To change from one system to another was a dangerous task. 


i 
{| 


The people, Valle wrote, divided into two opposing factions: those 
who fear the loss of all that the "old government had given then," 
and those who wished "to acquire benefits from the new." After 


a@ change, "reciprocal action and reaction" between the two faction 


was to be expected. This "divergency of opinion and sentiment" 
was the “primary origin" of civil wars. The SPE tried to save 
| 67. "Memoria sobre el plan de acuerdos y provincias del 


upremo Poder Ejecutivo de Guatemala, en el afio de 1824," BNG, 
Oleccién Valenzuela; Valle Matheu, ed., Obras, I, 47-63. 
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the nation from these pitfalls, © 


g Valle continued that government in the midst of chaos was 
impossible. At the same time, a government that "oppressed with 
one hand" and stifled reaction to oppression with the other was 
"despotic." The tranquility associated with a despotic govern- 
ment was that of a "cemetery." The SPE preferred to solve dif- 
ferences by peaceful means. Armed forces were necessary, but 
they had to be used with prudence, ©9 

Valle reviewed the efforts of the SPE toward improving and 
providing education. The funds available to the SPE for this 
purpose were "nil." But poverty did not change the fact that an 


ignorant people were an easy prey for “calculators capable of 


sacrificing an entire people to their own personal interests." 
Thus education was important, and the SPE suggested plans that 
aipiréd nothing more than time and effort. Valle invited the 
attention of the reading public to a list of measures taken for 
promoting education. /° 

He also traced the painful financial picture for his readers. 


The sources of taxation for the colonial government, in the main, | 


were gone, The Assembly pared down the ones that remained. To 


levy new taxes in the course of a critical period was dangerous. 


The SPE, observing the increased “number of employees and sal- 
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are | 
aries," and the reduction of the “income of the treasury," asked 


| for statistics relating to income and expenditure. In view of 


|the disparity, a higher tariff, and federal control of the to- 


| Eateo monopoly were requested. In addition a 7,142,857 peso loan, 


‘authorized by the Assembly, was negotiated with a. London firm. /2 


The constitution was promulgated, and the work of the As- 
sembly and the SPE, accomplished "without precipitating danger," | 
was ended. 

On the same day that Valle's memorial was published, he ad- 
dressed the first session of the first Federal Congress of Guate- 


mala. Valle cautioned the new deputies: 


The people believe that, from the moment that a private citizen 

is elevated to a deputy, the private man should cease, only ex- 

isting the public man; the "I" ought to perish, and nothing more 
‘should live in the man than the nation. ... 


Let the wretched one, who does not realize that those who 
Wish to use him as a tool for their own interests degrade him and 
insult him, be tne voice of egoism, or the agent of intrigue. 
‘Let the unfortunate one be the orator of emotions and factions, 
‘mot feeling the humiliation and Opprobrium of being their slave. 
Let the small man, who has not learned to extend his ideas, think 
Only of the class of which he is a member, of the capital where 
he lives, or of tne province where he was born. .. .e 


This assembly room will be the temple of Respect, Prudence, 
and of judicious Patriots.72 
. 


} 


| 71. Ibid. Valle contributed to the negotiation of the loan 
by dealing directly with a representative of the London firm. 

| aac, Bi0.3, 3589, 169. December 26, 1824.) 

4 


| 72. "Discurso del Presidente del Poder Ejecutivo en la apart- 
ura del congreso federal de Guatemala el 25 de febrero de 1825," 
‘Valle Matheu, ed., Obras, I, 45-46. A traveler, who happened to 
be in Guatemala at this time, commented on Valle and his address: 
"Sefior Del Valle . . . pronounced an eloquent speech at the open- 
ing of the congress. It is impossible sufficiently to praise 

that estimable citizen, for the good which he had effected for 
his country." (Francisco Lavagnino, "Guatemala," New Monthly Mag- 


azine, XIV [1825], 582-583.) 
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= The opening of the federal congress signalled the end of 
: Rie's official duties as a member of the spr. /? In his memorial 
and in his address to the congress he summarized his own work, 
which he began on February 5, 1824. From the address and the mem- 
oriel, it appears that Valle had enjoyed a glimpse of the future. 
Phe financial state of the nation was a sorry one and the want 
sf educational facilities was traditional. But these handicaps, 
as Valle pointed out, were vulnerable to ability and hard work. 


What frightened Valle was the extreme separatism so evident in 


the fighting in Nicaragua and the uncompromising attitude of the 


fovernment of Salvador. This was the reef that could rip open 


hull of the ship of union. Valle's voice was a warning buoy, 


[oly 73. It appears that the Federation was without an executive 
umtil April 24, 1825, when the first president took the oath of 
ce. 
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Chapter XII 


AN UNSUCCESSFUL PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE AND A 
RELUCTANT DEPUTY TO THE FEDERAL CONGRESS, 
1825-1826 


The Constituent Assembly, on May 5, 1824, ordered the elec- 
ior of deputies to the first Federal Congress and the election 
of the first president of the Federation. Manuel Arce became the 
candidate for the Liberals, and José del Valle was adopted by 

the Serviles. Arce won the election. After Valle failed in his 
pid for the presidency, the state of Guatemala elected him deputy 
50 the congress. As a deputy, he remained aloof from the petty 


bickering and rivalry that plunged the Federation into its first 


ivil war. 


i 


Any discussion of the presidential election of 1824-1825, 


ine to the lack of concrete evidence, must be presented in gen- 


leral terms. Personal correspondence that might permit the iden- 
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bification of a candidate's sympathies either does not exist or 


is being guarded in personal collections, Merely because a man 
publicly appeared to be a Liberal is no guarantee that he was 
one. Witness the change of Valle from his reactionary days of 
1814-1820. José Francisco Cérdova split with Molina, Barrundia, 
and the other patriots of 1820-1821. Manuel Monttfar, writer for 
Molina's El Editor, was exiled in 1829 by his former Liberal 
fenas. Father José Matfas Delgado, one of the precursors of 
independence, gambled the unity of the Federation for a bishopric 
in Salvador. Nothing less than a papal hand-slapping deterred 
him from his design. 

a Today students of political history of the United States, 

in order to understand better the moves and counter moves on the 
national level, are focusing their attention more and more on 

the important influence of state and municipal political activity. 
In Central America, during the period of the Federation, the po- 
litical picture at the national level cannot be defined with cer- 
haanty - At the state and municipal levels, the investigator 


works in a vacuum. Perforce many teasing questions remain un- 


answered. 


ii 


r The public records of the candidates promised each an ex- 


cellent chance for success. Arce had been among the first to 


strike for independence, and he had languished in prison five 


years for his efforts. He had commanded Salvadorean troops agains 
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Filfsola in an attempt to prevent the annexation of Salvador to 
Mexico. After defeat at the hands of Filfsola, Arce went to the 
Uni ted States, where he studied our constitution. He had been 

1 ected to the SPE by a unanimous vote, and had been credited 

ath the pacification of Nicaragua. Although nothing save his 
military capacity, which appears to have been overrated, sug- 
gested executive capacity, he does not merit the hypercritical 
description that some writers have given him, 

2 Valle possessed the cool detachment of the scholar, self 
‘confidence to the point of haughtiness, and more experience in 
‘the ways of government than anyone else in Central America. Valle 
imew the problems of his country, and had labored to find practi- 
cal solutions. His work in the Junta Provisional Consultiva, his 
‘opposition to annexation, and his record in Mexico and the SPE 


all pointed toward a successful pia.? 


he 


1. A friend writing to Pedro Molina, prophesied: "The pres- 
ident of the Republic will be Arce, because, although Valle is 
well known, his reputation has diminished, and he finds himself 
discredited." (Doroteo Vasconcelos to Pedro Molina, October 15, 
1624, AGG, Molina papers.) A very accurate evaluation of the 
voting by a contemporary stated: “As for the presidency and vice 
presidency, the vote is generally for citizens Valle and Arce. 
The former for the former, because he [Valle] is a man of proper 
fered f the job; he is a savant; he has the merit of having suf- 


ered for liberty, and that of being very learned in the Religion. 
‘The latter for the latter [Arce], because he, besides possessing 
any of the qualities that characterize his colleague, has de- 
fended freedom with his life and soul against Spain and the Em- 
pire [Mexican] with his military ability." (José Antonio Alvarado 
to Junta Gubernativa [Costa Rica], May 15, 1824, Revista de los 
Archivos Nacionales, I [November and December, 1936], 53.) An 
mglish observer wrote that Arce was distinguished by "his zeal 
Or liberal institutions," but was "less democratic" than Valle. 
Valle,according to the same witness, was a “man of extensive 
earning (probably the only man meriting that title in the repub- 
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votes 


The constitution stated that an absolute majority = 
jld decide the winner of the election. The electoral system ) 
a total of 82 electoral votes possible. Should no candidate 
eceive a majority, the congress would elect the president from 
‘the candidates that had received at least fifteen votes. 


The electoral votes were sealed and submitted to the Secre- 


2 


o 


tary of the Assembly. On April 10, 1825, the first Federal Con- 
| 

gress examined the ballots. For president the results were as 

| 


follows: 


, 


| 


, 
; 2 = A ae raenaar 
7 José Maria Castilla ...... 1 
7 EEO WEG. 5 sc sss ss « 2 

| : Bammel José Arce . .....+.-s 34 

| lo 2 ie a ne | 
, total 79 * 
= 


The vote for Father Castilla was disqualified, because the con- 
stitution forbade a member of the clergy to assume the office of 


- president. The vote from the district of Petén, in the jungle 
a 


1, but unacquainted with the world, and destitute of that nerve, 
lich in the situation he aspired to, is almost indispensable." 

enry Dunn, Guatimala, or, the Republic of Central America, in 
27-8: Being Sketches and Memorandums Made during a ”‘Twelve—Month! 
idence [London, 1829], pp. 203-204. [Hereafter Dunn, Guati- 


"Manifiesto a la nacién guatemalana," Valle Matheu, ed., 
Pas, I, 80. The results were published on April 23, 1825 (Val- 
wuela, La imprenta en Guatemala, pp. 141-142. 
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) northera Guatemala was also disqualified because two elections 
been held. Two other votes, one from Salvador and the other 
Nicaragua, were not counted because they did not arrive on 

re. 9 
The constitution stated clearly that a majority of the elec- 
toral votes were necessary for election. But it did not state 
whether the majority should be of the total votes cast or the 
total possible votes.” In the first case, Valle, with forty-one 
votes would have been elected. In the second case, the respon- 
sibility devolved upon the Congress to elect either Valle or Arce 
president, since they were the only ones who had more than fifteen 


votes. At this point, the contemporaries claim, the bargaining 


began. 
Arce wrote that José Beteta, Servile deputy, invited him to 
@ conference and told him that "his party was disposed toward 


\ 


waiting with the Liberal party in order to elect" Arce president. 
The only string attached was that Arce had to promise not to sup- 
port José Matfas Delgado's drive for a bishopric in Salvador. 
Aree, so he wrote, replied that the question of the bishopric was 
for Congress to decide, and that he would abide by the decision. 


bh 


ae conference between Arce and Beteta occurred on April 19, 1825. 


3 3. Marure, Bosquejo histdérico, I, 138; Montufar, Memorias 
paals &, PP. 78-79; Bancroft, History of Central America, III, 


_ 4. Constitution of the Federal Republic of Central America, 
‘tle III, xlvii, British Foreign and State Papers, 1825-1826 
sondon, 1827), XII, 729.6 
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Two days later, Congress met. The Serviles joined with the Lib- 
erals to declare that the majority needed for the election was 
forty-two -- which was the majority of the total possible votes. 
Thus the Congress had to choose between Arce and Valle, and the 
deputies gave Arce twenty-two votes and Valle five.© Arce was 
first president of the Federation of Central America, and a con- 
troversy began. : 

Valle, on May 20, 1825, published his "Manifiesto a la 
nacién guatemalana," in which he protested the election of Arce. 
He reviewed his public life beginning with his composition of the 
act of September 15, 1821. His record was an enviable one, and 
he presented it stripped of any false modesty. in addition to 
the fact of his life already noted in these pages, he stated that 
ne had never "collected" or "demanded" any of his salary as a 
member of the SPE. Neither had he received the "major part" of 
ade salary as deputy to the Mexican Congress. None the less he 
had paid his taxes as a landowner; loaned the government money 
(which was still owed him); and had given freely to charity. 

In short, he had been donating his time to his country since in- 
dependence. 


| Regardless of Valle's services, his sacrifices, and his 


i 


| 5. Arce, Memorias, p. 20. 


6 Marure, Bosquejo histérico, I, 139-140; C. K. Webster, 
ea., Britain and the Independence of Latin America, 1812-1830, 
slect Documents from the Foreign Office (2 vols., London, 1938), 
» 330. Marure cited the journal of the Congress, which has since 
isappeared. 


7. Valle Matheu, ed., Obras, I, 79-80. 
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, rty-one votes, Congress elected Arce president. Valle was con- 


/yineced of the "nullity" of the act of Congress, and he thought 


oy 


the “whole nation would feel the same way," if informed correctly. 
claimed that the decrees and “general laws" of the Assembly 
“supported his charge of nullity. He declared that he could pro- 
auce the evidence if he were really interested in becoming presi- 


dent. But that was not the "objective" of his protest. He con- 


: 

{ 

: 

‘fi ently stated that he did not depend on employment for his 
“Wexistence. " Neither was he striving for laurels or high posi- 
7 


tions, which brought only “hate and resentment. "® 
‘og 


What I want is that my honor should not suffer, among people who 
do not know me, from judgment that can offend. What I desire is 
that, after the sacrifice of my person and interests, I might: 
ave at least the satisfaction of not seeing myself exposed to 
doubts that can harm me. ... I would continue living in per- 
petual silence, if, forgotten by the people, I should not have 
received their votes in the election. But named by them, could 
I remain silent and permit a pretext for doubt in parts where I 
| ae known? Could I be insensible to the honor that has always 
éD the soul of my public conduct? Could I remain quiet, having 
such right to speak with such justice?? 


ca 


_ did not dictate his manifesto. If the conventions of 


election was a breach of justice, and he considered himself honor 


As 
bound to protest. 


z In what appears as an attempt to appease the angry Valle, 


4 10 
tnoaesty" were dropped, it was not from "vanity." To Valle the 


Congress elected him vice president. He renounced the election, 


a. bid... p. 82. 
9 e Ibid, 
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In deference 


> the same constitutional problem -- no candidate for the vice 


presidency had a sufficient majority -- Congress elected Valle 


rice president. He had received only six votes for that office, 12 
 ‘Valle's arguments were supported by José Alvarado, deputy 
| from Costa Rica, who published a pamphlet denouncing the election 
| of Arce and ridiculing the inconsistency of Congress. 1% In Con- 


ig 
gress, he spoke "with the same firmness, clarity, and freedom" 


with which he spoke in the “streets and the plazas, "+7 


Judgment of the validity of the election has varied with the 


political Sympathies of the writers, 4 It is noteworthy that Pro- 


== 
L 


: 
: 
: 


: 


dl 


(Guatemala, 1825). 


12. AGG, B88.9, 4147, 189. 
constitucional de presidente de la 


di. Ibid.; Valenzuela, La imprenta en Guatemala, p. 142. 


"“Juicio sobre la primera elecciéoén 
replblica que hecho el congreso 


_ 13. Alvarado to Junta Gubernativa, July 7, 1825, Revista de 
dos Archivos Nacionales, I (November-December, 1936), 58. 


14, A tactic of Latin writers favorable to Arce is not to 


pass any judgment, express the results of the election, and then 
point at Valle with unsupportable statements. 
‘Pecent writer stated, in connection with the election, that Valle 


As an example, a 


had been a partisan of the Spanish regime (which the writer 
guessed correctly), that he worked for annexation to Mexico (a 


false statement), and that Valle served as Secretary of Relations 


for Iturbide. This statement, of course, is true, but facts do 


Writers favorable to Valle have at- 


scilio del Valle, pp. 71-72.) 
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fessor J. Joaquin Pardo, Archivist and Professor of history at 

the University of San Carlos, told the writer that "Valle tenfa 
razo6n [Valle was right].“ Professor Pardo, for various reasons, 
is not favorably disposed toward Valle. 

A question equally difficult is why the Serviles shifted to 
Arce after they had supported Valle. Marure, wno conceded noth- 
ing to Valle save his scholarly reputation, wrote that the Ser- 
viles never really wanted Valle, but nad supported him because 
they thought he was tne only man who could beat Arce. The reason 
the Serviles shifted to Arce, according to Marure, was that they 
knew that Valie could not be controlled. Also, they feared that 
under him the government would "degenerate into real absolutism. "+ 
Manuel Montufar wrote that Valle had no party, that he joined the 
party that he considered most advantageous, and that he was used 
as a tool by the parties. 2° - 

In light of Valle's record after independence, it appears 
that fear of absolutism under Valle, if such a fear existed, was 
: completely unfounded. In view of the record of the Serviles in 
connection with annexation, the civil war that began in 1827, and 
the final break-up of the Federation in 1839-1840, the only abso- 
_lutism that they feared was that which offered them no benefits. 
If one compares the two records, it appears that the Serviles 


might have changed to Arce because they knew that Valle would 


15. Bosquejo histérico, I, 140. 


16. Memorias de Jalapa, p. 78. 
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persist stubbornly in his efforts to promote the welfare of the 


eeeatry through education, road construction, crop improvement, 


) encouragement and development of industry, and penal reform, all 


at the expense of petty provincialism, and jealous party rivalry 


founded on self-interest. And that was exactly what he did as 


a private citizen, and then as a deputy to the Federal Congress. 


214 


Between May, 1825, and March, 1826, when Valle entered Con- 
gress, he gave most of his attention to writing and research. On 
June 12, 1825, he published the first edition of his second news- 
paper, El Redactor General. Valle continued in El Redactor the 
same high quality of El Amigo de la Patria. About 1820, he began 
to be called El Sabio (the Learned), but at that time it appears 
to have been used in a derisive sense. By 1825, however, ridi- 


cule was replaced by the true meaning of the phrase, and El 


Redactor added to Valle's growing prestige. 


The first issue of the paper showed Valle still smarting 


from the results of the election. He wrote that "the savants" 


had a right to govern "the nations." They were the only ones. 


Valle thought, that could "enlighten the general will." If the 


"voice" of the "passions" counseled the people, and the “hands of 


ignorance" guided their actions, then the nation was destined to 


"ruin and destruction, "1? 


17. El Redactor General, June 12, 1825. 
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: Valle, undoubtedly, counted himself among the savants. Ear- 
lier he had written that the savant had "no ambition for public 
office" and was not "desirous of wealth." The savant, wrote Valle, 
‘dedicated himself to the "sciences," and was a "man of peace" who 
ignored the “art of intrigue," detested "evil," and loved only 
the "good." The savant was "master of himself"; he knew how "to 
dominate his passions." His tasks were great and his work was 
"Sublime." Without the savants, so Valle wrote, the "entire world 
would be a world of “horror" and "chaos." If any mortal was worth 
of "hymns," he thought it was the savant. 1° 

Valle continued living up to his reputation as El Sabio. On 
June 5, 1825, a British diplomat, G. A. Thompson, visited him and 
found him in the company of two Englishmen and two Frenchmen dis- 
cussing details of a loan for Central America, After they left, 
Valle showed Thompson into a small library, "so completely filled 
with books, in large masses, not only around the walls but on the 
floor," that Thompson found it difficult to find a place to walk. 
He [Valle] sat himself down to a small writing table, which was 
also profusely stored with manuscripts and printed papers, from 
which he selected for me, with a zeal of earnestness and gratifi- 


cation heightened by the enthusiasm of his natural yea Fo ne aga 
some documents which he had been preparing for my use.19 


18. El Amigo de la Patria, October 6, 1820. 
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Valle had prepared for Thompson a detailed statement of the 
sources of revenue, the bases of the constitution, a plan for a 
tobacco factory, and another for settling some territory in Nic- 
aragua with foreigners. According to Thompson, Valle 
had all the mania of authorship about him: proofs and revises and 
lumps of manuscripts, folios and quartos and octavos, opened or 
interlarded with scraps of memoranda, were scattered in profusion 
over the table: it was as though he were inordinate in his requi- 
sitions at the feast of intellect.20 
Valle gave Thompson "paper after paper and document after docu- 
ment" until the Englishman felt his "appetite satiated at the 
very sight of them, "*7 

Thompson was very impressed by Valle and proudly noted that 
he had formed a friendship with that "Andean Cicero." Thompson 
contributed to the friendship by giving Valle a copy of the Eng- 
lish dictionary, which Thompson, himself, had compiled. Valle 
said that he had “heard of the work," but that he had not known 
that Thompson was the author. ~~" 

On July 8, four days after Thompson's last visit, a dispatch 


from the Secretary of Relations interrupted Valle's research and 


writing. Upon reading the dispatch Valle learned that he had 


been appointed "Envoy Extraordinary" to the "British government 
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and others of Europe." Valle, the same day, submitted a letter 
of resignation, informing the Secretary that the reasons for his 
refusal were "public." On the following day his resignation was 
accepted. ~2 

Valle's failure to accept appears to illustrate how strongly 
he felt about serving a government that he considered unconstitu- 
tional. Doubtless, he would rather have gone to England than any 
other country in the world. His rejection of the opportunity 
must have been a personal sacrifice. Certainly he would have 
liked to meet and talk with Jeremy Bentham, with whom he had been 


corresponding for several years. He wrote Bentham: 


My Ever Dear Father: 


How l envy my cousin“ -- with what pleasure I would change 
my fate for his in order that I could live near the best legisla- . 
tor in the world! 


I will busy myself in circulating your constitutional code. 
The light of Westminster will illuminate these lands. 


You desire, as I do, universal education, and I work in order 
to advance this. There are authorities in all branches of science 
to whom it is necessary to refer continually, and you are one of 


- 23. Valle to Secretary of State, July 8, AGG, B10.3, 3596, 
169. 


24. The cousin Valle referred to was Prospero Herrera, who 
was the son of Paula Dfaz del Valle and Juan Jacinto Herrera, 
"capital enemy" of Valle's father. It appears the children de- 
Cided to forget the feud. 
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chemy >> 


Regardless of his love for England and his profound respect for 
Bentham, Valle chose to forego the opportunity offered by his 


government. 


iv 


While Valle was enjoying the freedom of a private citizen 

for the first time in many years, his warnings about petty rivalry 
and provincialism were going unheeded. It had become apparent 
that the Serviles had the ear of the president and that the Lib- 
erals had lost their influence. 

On May 28, 1824, the Assembly had decreed June 24, the day 
the Assembly was installed, a national holiday. Each year all 
civil and pemienteatient corporations, both state and federal, as 
well as the military were to attend a solemn mass of thanksgiving. 
The federal authorities and the state officials of Guatemala 
Frould attend the cathedral church in Guatemala City. After the 
solemn mass, all the officials were to witness a program at the 


University, where a speaker selected by the rector would give 


vols., Edinburgh, 1843), XI, 71. (Hereafter Bowring, ed., Works 
of Benthan, ) 
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an appropriate nidecases” 

Juan Barrundia, a Liberal like his brother José Francisco, 
was Jefe (chief) of the state of Guatemala. The state capital 
had been moved to Antigua, because the federal goverment oc- 
‘Cupied all the available office space in Guatemala City. The 
state officials received an invitation to attend the solemn mass 
honoring the installation of the Assembly. Owing to 2 squabble 
over the seating arrangement, tne state authorities, instead of 
going to Guatemala City, decided to celebrate the holiday in An- 

 tigua. In an attempt to persuade them to give up this position, 
President Arce postponed the celebration until Jume 25. When 


' Barrundia and the state congress still refused, ~’ 


Arce thouznt 

\ the “matter was worthy" of a firm stand. He accordingly ordered 
a detail of troops to proceed to Antigua and escort the Guate- 
malans to the solem mass of thanksgiving.2% 

Outraged, the Guatemalan Congress dispatched a sharp note 
'to Arce, expressing not only the anger inspired by the "arbi- 

_ trary" action but also other grievances that had been secthing 
"below the surface. The deputies reminded Arce that the state of 
"Guatemala had been “sustaining the general expenses of the na- 
tion," and were continuing to do so, even after their own gov- 


ernment had been installed. Property belonging to the state had 


26. AGG, B6.26, 2983, 118. Actas de las sesiones piiblicas. 
. 27. \Marure, Bosguejo historico, I, i144; Arce, Memorias, p. 
>; Montufar, Menorias de Jalapa, p. 8i; AGG, B7.7, 3145, 135. 
ommisién de puntos constitucional, June 24, 1825. 


28. Arce, Memorias, p. 25. 
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been appropriated for the use of the federal government. More 
| galling was the sight of the “high powers" occupying Guatemala 
City, while the state officials were forced to work in a "ruined 
eity.**? 
| The upshot of the incident was that the govermment of Guate- 
a= moved from Antigua to Guatemala City. Since no available of- 
fice space existed in any of the buildings, the state goverment 
_eonfiscated two private dwellings. Naturally the owners pro- 
“tested and petitioned the federal govermment to protect their 
Pights, and the Federal Congress authorized Arce to take the 
Measures necessary. Juan Barrundia and the state Comgress viewed 
‘this action as an attempt to block the transfer of the state gov- 
“ernment. Barrundia went personally to the Congress and asked 
‘peraission to raise troops, control taxes, and manufacture zun- 
powder. The implication was plain, and Arce and the Federal Con- 

gress counseled caution, permitting the removal of the state 
everment from Antigua to Guatemala City. The building used 
for administrating the tobacco monopoly was made available for 
= offices. 2° 


| The debility of the federal system revealed by this petulant 
. 
and threatening rivalry was complemented by the discord within 


I. 29. AGG, B7.7, 3145, 135. Comisién de puntos constitucional, 

_dume 27, 1825. Im a stronger note (Jume 30), Arce's action was 
Peferred to as a “violent invasion" of tne rights of the state. 

| (ace, B7.7, 3145, 135.) 


| i 30. Marure, Bosquejo histérico, I, 145; Arce, Memorias, p. 
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the Federal Congress. José Alvarado, Liberal deputy from Costa 
Bica and defender of Valle's view of the presidential election, 

| wrote that the "clashes" between the Liberals and Serviles were 

anktuuows. He complained to tne Jefe of Costa Hica: "The Ser- 

viles have hated me intensely, and have tried to terrorize ue, 

; eufound ne, enrage me, insult me, amnoy me, and to throw ge out 
of the congress." Alvarado reported further tnat ne could not 
finish counting in one day the "means" taken by Liderals and Ser- 
wiles to create trouble between the states and tae federal gov- 
ernment. 7+ 

Marure wrote that the federation, within an ace of breaking 
up in the fall of 1825, was saved by mere luck. The constitution 
ordered the Congress to renew itself by one-half each year. Lots 
were drawn to determine which districts should hold elections. 

It happened that a number of Serviles came up for re-election and 
were defeated by Liberals.°* If tne elections in 1825 saved tne 
federation, it contributed to tne civil war in 1826 by creating 

2 Liberal Congress dedicated to getting rid of Arce. 


mE October 7, pea BRL de los Archivos Nacionsles, I 
z euber-December, , . 


32. Marure, Bosquejo histérico, I, i146. 
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private citizen. On July 25, 1825, he sent a list of books that 


As the federal government bogged down in the quagmire of 


party rivalry, Valle continued to enjoy the life of a wealthy, 2 


he wanted to Bentham. 27 He was still busy publishing El Redactor, 


which dealt largely with the constitutions of the new states, the 


geography of Central America, foreign news, and a detailed account 


of the Congress at Panama, which Simdén Bolfvar had called. In 


this connection, Valle reprinted his plea for such a Congress, 


| 
| 
first published in 1822, in El Amigo de la Patria. Between De- 
cember 7, 1825, and August 30, 1825, El Redactor ceased publica- 
tion. 
Some time in December or early January Valle and his family | 
went to his ranch, "La Concepcidén," near Chiquimula. When they 
returned in February, Valle learned that the electoral district, 


which included the capital, and that of Chiquimula and Santa 


Barbara had elected him deputy to the Federal Congress. 


Valle viewed his election as an honor, but he did not want 


to get back into the political arena. 


33. G. A. Thompson (A Narrative of an Official Visit to 


Guatemala, p. 522) estimated that Valle possessed assets amounting 


to 45,000 pesos. 


34. By HB. Valle, ed., Cartas, Pde 16-19. 


35. José del Valle to Secretario de Gobierno, February 27, 
1826, The Edward Ayer Collection, Alejandro Marure papers, 1131, 
Newberry Library, Chicago. (Hereafter Ayer Collection, Marure 
papers, 1131.) 
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After continuous work... in Mexico and in this city since the 
year 1821, my health has suffered to the breaking point, which 
was natural. A deputy worthy of being a representative of the 
people must attend sessions every day for two or three years, 
serve on various committees, meditate matters of diverse nature, 
discuss delicate questions, support heated debates, and fulfill 
the expectations of the people. ... I would deceive the nation — 
if I should present myself to the congress as a man capable of 
such great tasks. ... I cannot concentrate on a subject for a 
long time. 36 
The state Congress of Guatemala had named him to a committee ap- 
pointed to write a civil code. Valle accepted that position, 
which he could work on in the privacy of his library. Such work, 
Valle wrote, was a pleasure. But his health prevented him from 
becoming a deputy.?/ To support his argument, he submitted the 
Opinion of a physician. 

Other considerations also influenced his decision. The 
"course of the government, its decisions and agreements" were 
matters tnat demanded sustained deliberation in Congress. Also, 
the course of the government made Valle's “position" difficult. 
Owing to his "sensitiveness" of character, he remained quiet 
whenever he was opposed to an issue. 2° 


The Federal Congress declared Valle's resignation "inadmis- 


sible,“ and ordered him to present himself for the oath of office 


and to begin work. Instead of complying, Valle, on March 15, 


1826, wrote another resignation, repeating the same reasons.?” The 
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Congress regarded them as insufficient, and, on March 28, Valle 


attended a congressional session for the first time. 1° 


Valle's past activity did not support his "sensitiveness" in 


connection with his alleged reluctance to speak in opposition. | 
That he might have been ill was quite possible since, as he wrote, 
he had been leading a very strenuous life. But his illness did 
not prevent him from attending the Congress regularly and from 


voicing his ideas for the welfare of Central America. 


vi 


Confident of his ability and experienced in the ways of con- 
gressional procedure, Valle did not impose on himself the period 
of silence generally associated with a new member. In the course 
of his first session he defined his position in Congress: "As a 
private citizen my will ought to be that of silence. As a public 
servant my obligation must be that of speaking. The nation does 
not seat her representatives in these chairs to dissimulate or to 
remain quiet." Since he had entered again "the tempest of public 
life," he did not mean to be deterred from promoting the welfare 


of Central America, and he reminded himself and his listeners of 


40, <A Scottish observer of the Congress commented that the 
deputies appeared as “tradesmen in their Sunday clothes,"and he 
Saw one "without stockings and shoes." (James Wilson, A Brief 


ang a Residence in Guatemala, the Capital of Central America 
[London, 1829], p. 115.) 
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the maxim that he had repeated many times in his life -- "Any 
creation is difficult, whatever it might be." To give the "cloth © 
all the beauty that exists in the mind" was not the work of a | 
fleeting moment. ‘4 | 

The Congress was trying to create a republic, Valle con- 
tinued, from provinces once ruled by a "distant government"; to 
make citizens of men who had been trained to be subjects. The 
work ahead was forbidding. "Ungrateful men, traitors to the 
fatherland," would express their lack of capacity, and by so 
doing, say: "Let's sacrifice the entire nation to foreign ambi- 
tion that wants to dominate us." "Loving sons," to the contrary, 
would say: "If the creation of the republic is difficult, let's 
double our efforts; let's work night and day, and let's not rest 
until we have placed the last block of the building." Valle con- | 


tinued his metaphor by imploring all the people to unite in that 


"building, " which was not to be a place for division, rivalry 
and bickering. ‘2 

The style of Valle's address, associated in this country with 
the fabled Fourth of July orator tinkering with the emotions of 
his audience, was not designed to gain honor, fame, or votes. 


Valle's address was a sincere plea to the deputies to stop their 


wrangling, and to broaden their view to include not only their 


own district or state but the entire Federation of Central America. 


| 
) 
41, Valle Matheu, ed., Obras, I, 117-118. 
42. Ibid. | 
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If Valle had waved a wand and ordered the volcanoes Agua and 


| 
; 
Fuego to exchange places, the effect would have been the same. | 
The Congress that Valle spoke to was predominantly Liberal, 
and, appeared to be interested most in embarrassing President hai! 
who had deserted them for the Serviles. The congressional comm t- | 
tee for war was busy drawing up a bill to regulate the federal 
armed forces. The bill was contrived to lodge control of the 
forces with the jefes of the states. In this connection, the 
committee sought out the services of Colonel Nicolds Raoul, a 
French soldier of fortune who had served under Napoleon and who 
subsequently had been fighting in the wars of independence in 
South America. ‘2 Pedro Molina had contacted Raoul in Colombia, 
and had invited him to go to Central America where his military 
knowledge was needed for the organization of the federal feieen. 


Raoul, soon after his arrival, threw in with the Liberals. When 


Arce saw what was going on, he ordered Raoul to reconnoiter the 
northern coast of the state of Guatemala (Petén Jungle) ."*5 

Arce, who thought he had severed the Liberals' connection 
with the military, set about strengthening his position with the 
army. On the pretext of danger from a Spanish invasion launched 


from Cuba, he decided to increase the federal forces by 4000 


43, Marure, Bosguejo histdrico, I, 151; Bancroft, History of 
Central America, III, 83-84. 


44, Raoul to Molina, March 12, 1825, AGG, Molina papers. 


45, Arce, Memorias, pp. 40-41. 
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troops. “6 The Liberals now protested that Arce was building up 
the army in order to gain control of the Federation for himself 
and the Serviles. To confound Arce, the Liberal deputies ordered © 
the military unit, which Arce had led és Nicarague in 1825, and 
which had remained in that state, dissolved. On March 30, 1826, 
the Congress, in contravention to Arce's orders, commanded that 
Raoul, as a member of the committee for war, should not leave the 
capital. The senate used its suspensive veto, and denied sanction 
to the command of the Congress. Given this support, Arce ordered 
Raoul to begin his mission within three ape BO 

The Congress of the state of Salvador, remaining loyal to 
Arce, a native son, declared on April 21, 1826: "While the Con- 
gress exists in Guatemala, this state can expect nothing from the 
federal authorities." The Federal Congress, dominated by the 
"“Serviles," had stirred the fires of provincialism; the same Con- 
gress, dominated by "Liberal Guatemalans," had done the same. *° 

The controversy, apparent in the question of the military, 
was magnified by lesser issues and interlarded with strong in- 
vective. In May, 1826, Raoul, disobeying executive orders, re- 
turned to the capital. He wrote two violent letters to Arce, who, 


on June 17, 1826, charged Raoul with insubordination and disrespect 


46, Ibid. 
47, Ibid., pp. 42-43; Marure, Bosquejo histérico, I, 153. 


48, Quoted in Arce, Memorias, De 32. 
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and clapped him in jail to await courtmartial. The Liberal dep- 
uties, of course, protested that Raoul's arrest was a flagrant ) 
preach of justice. *? | 
Meantime, the deputies from Salvador, acting on instructions | 
from the state assembly, withdrew from Congress. They were fol- 
lowed by deputies from Costa Rica, and most of the Serviles. Those 
who remained did not constitute a quorum, and the sessions were 
suspended. Ten days later, after the Liberals promised not to 
introduce motions against the president or the Serviles, the ses- 
sions were resumed and continued until June 30, 1826, when the 
term ended.°° 

Within this welter of intrigue,and rivalry, Valle's position 
remains uncertain. Marure wrote that Valle joined the Liberals 
"in order to overthrow" Arce. The "colossus tumbled," Valle 
"flattered himself" by believing the "people would again elect 
him president," Manuel Montufar claimed that Valle, upon enter- 
ing Congress, was “submissive. " Later, however, he gave "free 
reign [rienda suelta]" to his resentment against Arce. Montiufar 
continued that the Liberals used Valie as a tool against Arce, 
and that Valle's "pride suffered much." Valle, related Montifar, 


also "suffered humiliating charges in the public debates, in which 


49, Ibid., p. 48; Marure, Bosguejo histérico, I, 162; Ban- 
croft, History of Central America, III, 85-86. 


50. Marure, Bosguejo histdérico, I, 158; Bancroft, History 
of Central America, III, 84-85. 
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51. Bosquejo histérico, I, 149-150. 
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he was reminded by the speakers of the opposition of the cause 


motivating his public conduct.""* Ramén Rosa, in this connection, 


wrote only that Valle made noteworthy addresses to the eT 
Bancroft repeated Marura and Montufar,°* and a recent writer, who 
has distilled all four, came up with the sentence that "Valle 
was thrown by force of circumstances into the ranks of the Liber- 
als," and that he "was just as much at home, or more so, with the 
Liberals as he ever had been with the conservatives. "9° Arce did 
not comment on Valle. 

Since the records of the Federal Congress have been lost or 
misplaced, the sources closest to the events are Marure and Mon- 
tufar, and the addresses that Valle made in the Congress, which 


he published. From the latter it appears that he was playing the 


same game in Congress that he had played as Secretary of Relations — 


in Mexico -- association with neither party. 

On March 28, Valle warned of the consequences of provincial- 
ism, and asked that a record of his request be published. Two 
weeks later, he suggested the possibility of a scientific expedi- 
tion to study the Americas. On April 17, he discussed the sub- 


ject, "Nuestra soberanfa y el principio de no intervencién." He 


52. Memorias de Jalapa, p. 86. 


53. José Cecilio del Valle, p. 75. 


54. History of Central America, III, 83. 


55. Parker, José Cecilio del Valle and the Establishment of 


——————— eee 


the Central-American Confederation, pp. 56-57. 
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spoke, on April 27, May 2, and May 12, concerning the possibility 
of an interoceanic canal. A few days later, he argued the neces- 
sity of overhauling military law, and the remainder of May he 
warned the Congress to take security measures against external 
dangers. On June i9, eleven days before the term ended, he dis- 
cussed the procedure for censuring a deputy.°° 

These were the subjects that Valle dealt with while the 
Liberals and Serviles were at each other's throats. What else 
he might have said is unknown. But an unequivocal statement that 
he embraced the Liberals needs more supporting evidence. To say 
that Valle shared the objectives of one or the other party is to 
say that he condoned and promoted the puerile provincialism that 
characterized both parties. Evidence will not support this view. 
But in the absence of more concrete proof, Valle's relation to 


the parties remains unknown. 


vii 


After the Congress had ended its sessions on June 30, 1826, 
Arce heard rumors that Juan Barrundia and the Gautemalan authori- 
ties were planning a coup d'état. In September, Arce ordered 
Barrundia's arrest, and the order was carried out withoutresist- 


ance. Cirilo Flores, Liberal Vice Jefe of the state, assumed the 


56. “Discursos pronunciados en el Congreso Federal de Centro 
América de 1826,"Valle Matheu, ed., Obras, I, 116-167. 
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office of Jefe. Guatemala was completely alienated, and after 
Arce failed to follow legal procedure in connection with Barrun- 
dia's case, other states began to suspect Arce.7? 

The second constitutional Congress was scheduled to meet on 
October 1, 1825. On that day, the number of deputies in attend- 
ance did not form a quorum. The Serviles and the deputies from 
Salvador refused to take their seats. In this way they hoped to 
prevent the adoption of any measures against Arce. Arce had other 
plans. On October 10, 1826, he called for an extraordinary Con- 
gress. Since only the senate possessed the power to convoke such 
a Congress, Arce again ran counter to the law. In addition, he 
had restricted the representation to the proposed Congress. The 
next day, the deputies present, quorum or no, told him that his 
decree was not acceptable. And Valle, in El Redactor, asked some 
pertinent questions. By what authority did Arce issue the decree? 
Why did he reduce by one-half the representation? At the same 
time he informed his readers that the deputies who had come to 
the capital would form a Junta Preparatoria.?° Two days later the 
supreme court declared the decree unconstitutional.” 

The state authorities of Guatemala, on October 8, 1826, moved 


from the capital to Quezaltenango. Five days later a mob of In- 


57. Bancroft, History of Mexico, III, 87-88. 
58. October 11, 1826. 
59. El Redactor General, October 26, 1826. 
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301 
dians seized Flores, the Jefe, and killed him. The act was at- 
tributed to the Serviles who, it was claimed, had incited the In- 


dians by telling them that the Liberals were opposed to religion. | 


The rest of the state officials fled for their lives, ©° Thus, 
Guatemala was without a government, and Arce assumed the executive 
duties until a new Jefe was elected. With control of Guatemala, 
Arce appeared in a stronger position. However, Salvador, which 
had supported him, now displayed a withering coolness, and began 
to raise troops, as did Honduras. 

Valle was alarmed at the progress of events, and he shouted 
editorially that Arce had opened the "door to the desolation of 
despotism and the horrors of anarchy." Were not nis arbitrary 
acts an invitation to "civil War?" "Law! Law! That is what saves 
nations from the most imminent dangers. "1 

Instead of an appeal to law, the states preferred an appeal 
to arms. Salvador and Honduras continued their preparations. In 
May, 1827, Arce heard that their troops were on the march, and he 
led his forces to meet them. Provincialism, unabashed self-seek- 
ing, and petty party rivalry bore their natural fruit. The civil 


war head begun. The strength of Arce was Guatemala. Honduras, 


Salvador, and Nicaragua opposed him, and Costa Rica, sympathetic 


60. Marure, Bosquejo histérico, I, 182-183; Bancroft, His- 
tory of Central America, III, 88-89; Flores was violently mur- 

dered but the accounts of it appear to have been exaggerated. See 
John L. Stephens, Incidents of Travel in Central America, Chiapas, 


——_ _ Son 


and Yucatan (2 vols., New York, 1852), I, 196-197. 


61. El Redactor General, October 26, 1826. 
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with Salvador, watched. 
The war lasted two years, adding its devastation to the 
poverty-ridden republic. Finally it ended in 1829 with the de- 


feat of Arce and the Serviles. Out of the struggle emerged a new 


military hero, General Francisco Morazdn, who was destined to be 


the dominant figure in Central-American history for the next 
decade. 
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Chapter XIII 
THE FINAL YEARS, 1829-1834 


The manuscripts in Guatemala for the history of the Federa- 
tion of Central America dwindle sharply after 1825. Any treat- 
ment of the period from 1825-1840, when the Federation broke up, 
will have to be written largely from the few documents and from 
the accounts of earlier historians who had access to evidence no 
longer available. Thus Valle's political life from 1829 until 
1834, the date of his death, can be presented only in outline 


and with uncertainty. 


General Francisco Morazan led his troops into Guatemala City 
in April, 1829. Arce and the Serviles were beaten, and the war 
was over. Morazdn, like Valle, was a native of Honduras, born 
in Tegucigalpa in 1792. He had achieved victory in the face of 


great difficulty, and he possessed many of the qualities associa- 


[303] 
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304 
ted with leadership. Immediately after victory, he proved that 
he had no personalist ambitions when he convoked the Congress 
scheduled to meet in October, 1826.1 


Valle, who was a member of that Congress, assumed his posi- 


tion in 1829. Soon after the sessions began, the deputies ap- 
pointed a committee to consider the future of the Servile prison- 
ers. Juan Barrundia, once again Jefe of the state of Guatemala, 
submitted a request asking the Congress not to execute the prison- 
ers.” The committee, which included Valle, decided against i 
tion, but meted out rigorous punishment. The important Serviles - 
Arce, Mariano Aycinena, Mariano Beltranena, Manuel Montufar, and 
José Francisco Cérdova -- were exiled. And Valle is credited with 
drawing up the articles of punishment. 2 

The stability of the Federation, by 1830, had reached a point 


that permitted elections for president and vice president.” Mo- 


1. Esteban Guardiola, "Boceto biogrdfico," Revista del Ar- 
chivo y Biblioteca Nacionales [Honduras], XXII (1943), 196-197; 
Mary Wilhelmine Williams, "The Ecclesiastical Policy of Francisco 
Morazan and the Other Central-American Liberals," Hispanic Ameri- 
can Historical Review, III (May, 1920), 128-129. 


2. Lorenzo Montifar, Resefia histérica de la América Central 
(7 vols., Guatemala, 1878), I, 141. (Hereafter L. Montufar, 
Resefia histérica.) AGG, B9.1, 3250, 153. Correspondencia del 
poder ejecutivo, August 3, 1829. 


3. L. Montifar, Resefia histérica, I, 142-144. 


4, Stability, in this case, meant that the fighting had 
stopped. As Henry Savage, United States Consul in Guntamaia, 
wrote, on July i, 1830, to Secretary of State Van Buren: "The 
present political and wretched state of this country, .-.. and 
the few resources of the national government, with the distracted 
political dissentions, and almost universal discontent of all 
parties, have placed this unfortunate country in a position to 
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305 
razén, of course, was the popular hero and the most likely choice 
for the presidency. As early as 1828, when Liberal victory was 
still in doubt, he was already a popular man. "No other man in 
Central America," wrote Molina's son, "has been so celebrated as 
Morazén." When he entered San Salvador, Felipe Molina was re- 
minded of the “entrance of Lafayette into Filadelfia, "> Valle, 
who during the war apparently had done nothing more exciting than 
work in his library, ° was Morazaén's only serious competitor for 
the presidency. 

The results of the election showed that Morazdn, José Fran- 
cisco Barrundia, José del Valle, and Pedro Molina had received 
votes. Morazdn had polled the most, and Valle ran second. But 
neither had : majority of the total possible votes, and according 


to precedent, the election of either Morazdn or Valle should have 


become an inevitable and desirable prey to the rapacity of her 
more powerful neighbors, who with a sole exception [British Hon- 
duras] are in a state almost as deplorable as her own, and conse- 
quently are totally incapable of undertaking any unasked-for inter 
ferences." (Manning, ed., Diplomatic Correspondence, II, 888.) 


5- Felipe Molina to Dolores Bedoya Molina, October 26, 1828, 
AGG, Molina papers. 


6. Valle continued corresponding with Bentham, and on one 
occasion he was reproached by the “light of Westminster." He 
wrote Bentham, on May 19, 1829, a long letter expounding his views 
on what should appear on the coins of free nations. Bentham, on 
September 13, 1829, replied: "Coins -- what you say on this sub- 
ject shows the expansiveness of your mind. It would, however, 
have been still more gratifying to me to have seen it when apply- 
ing itself to subjects on which its labor might have been employed 
in the production of effects, in which contribution to public hap- 
piness had been more determinate and unquestionable." (Bowring, 
aw ea of Bentham, XI, 17-19; R. H. Valle, ed., Cartas, pp. 

2-47. 
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devolved on the Congress. The Congress, however, followed the 
principle enunciated by Valle in 1825, and declared Morazdn pres- 
ident. He had polled a majority of the votes cast.’ 
Federal Congress had accepted that principle, Valle, not Arce, 
would have been president, and perhaps the course of Central- 
American history would have been changed. As it was, Valle for 
the second time had been an unsuccessful candidate. But as Ramdén 
Rosa explained, Valle's capacity to contend seriously with the 
popular Morazdn was an indication of the respect and influence 
that Valle commanded throughout the Federation. ® 

Morazan also had recognized Valle's ability. A month after 
the fall of Guatemala City, he asked Valle to start a “Patriotic 
Society" that should concentrate on education. According to the 
communication, no one else was so well recommended for the job.” 
Two years later, Morazdn appointed him Minister to France, but 
again Valle refused an opportunity to go to Europe. 1° 

The following year (1832) Valle was still aan in the Con- 


gress. Bentham died that year, and he moved that Congress decree 


7. L. Montlfar, Resefia histérica, I, 267-268; Bancroft, 
History of Central America, III, 111-112. 


8. José Cecilio del Valle, pp. 80-81. 


9. AGG, ‘B85. 1, 26290, 1148. Sobre establecimiento de la 
Sociedad Patristica, May 14, 1829. Whether Valle complied is 
unknown. 


10. Boletfn Official, April 1, 1831. This was the first 
issue of the paper. 
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@ period of mourning for the “light of Westminster."2! valle 
also spent a part of these years teaching in the new Academy of 
Studies. The state Congress of Guatemala, on April 15, 1831, 
ordered the reorganization of the "teaching establishments of the 
state," and commissioned Pedro Molina, Mariano Gdlvez, and An- 
tonio Alcayaga to draw up the plans. On September 16, the Uni- 
versity of San Carlos became the Academy of Studies, which was 
divided into three sections: physical science, mathematics, and 
medicine; theology, philosophy, and politics; literature and 
art. +7 Valle was chairman of this last section.43 In addition 
to these pursuits, he also was director of the re-established 


Economic Society.14 


/ 
) 
: 
Morazén, meantime, was finding the dove of peace a very 
elusive bird. Rumors had prevailed since Arce's exile to Mexico 


that he was preparing a blow against the Liberal government. + 


In November, 1831, with a small force, he seized the fort at Omoa, 


on the Caribbean coast of Honduras, and tried to exploit his ad- 


11, Alejandro Marure, Efemérides de los hechos notables 
acaecidos en la Repliblica de Centro-América desde el afio de 1821 
hasta €1 de 1842 (Guatemala, 1844), p. 72. (Hereafter Marure, 
Efemérides. ) 


12. Boletfn Official, June 15, 1831; Batres Jduregui, 
Mariano Galvez y su € oca, p. 53; Marure, Efemérides, pp. 72-73. 


13. Boletfn Official, Jume 15, 1831. 


14. Valle to Bentham, May 21, 1830, Bowring, ed., Works of 
Bentham, XI, 49. 


15. AGG, B10.2-1, 3349, 159. Correspondencia de ministro 
de relaciones, December 7, 1829. 
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vantage. Few flocked to his standard, and in February, 1832, 


16 


Arce escaped after his defeat. Later the same year, a revolt 


broke out in Salvador. In April, 1833, the city of Managua, 
Nicaragua, pronounced against Jefe Dionisio Herrera. The village | 
of Masaya and Ledén hastened to support Herrera. City against 
city, the fighting continued until June, when Managua surrendered, 
ending the fighting in Central America until May, 1834.17 

In 1834, Morazén's term expired, and during the peaceful 
interim, the Federation elected another president. Morazdn and 
Valle were again the candidates. Both placed the interests of 
the Federation above provincialism, and both had worked to con- 
solidate the Republic -- Morazdn on horseback and Valle at a 
desk. 

While the votes were being submitted to the preparatory com- 
mittee for the new Congress, which had been moved to Salvador, 
Valle and his family were living at "La Concepcién, "18 the ranch 
he had bought near Chiquimula in 1822. Chiquimula is at a lower 
altitude than the capital. In deference to the cold weather that 
Guatemala City experiences from November until March, the Valles 


usually spent these months in the warmer, more agreeable climate 


16. Bancroft, History of Central America, III, 113; L. 
Montufar, Besefia histérica, I, 48 ff.; Marure, Efemérides, pe 67. 


17. Marure, Efemérides, pp. 77-78. 


18. Rosa, José Cecilio del Valle, p. 87. 
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at Chiquimula. *? 

There Valle was enjoying good health until February 1, 1834, 
when he complained of feeling 111. Neither he nor his family 
became alarmed. Instead of leaving, the malady became worse, and | 
on February 22, he experienced severe chest pains. Immediately 
a priest went to Guatemala City for Dr. Quirino Flores, who ar- 
rived three days later. Flores, according to Ramén Rosa, did not 
think the illness serious. Flores gave Valle some medication and 
advised the family to move him to the capital. ~° 

On March 1, his wife prepared a bed for him in their buggy 
and they set out for Guatemala City. After traveling about fif- 
teen miles, they arrived at the ranch "El Jute," where they spent 
the night. Upon arriving, Valle felt much better, but that night 
he became delirious. In the morning, however, he was relieved, 
and they continued their journey toward the capital. On March 2, 
1834, on a dusty road surrounded by his family, Valle died with- 
out knowing that he had been elected president of the Federation 


of Central eeten. 


19. Valle to Secretario de Gobierno, February 27, 1826, 
Ayer Collection, Marure papers, 1131. 


20. Rosa, José Cecilio del Valle, p. 87. 


21. Ibid., pp. 87-88; L. Montlfar, Resefia historica, I, 95- 
96; Bancroft, History of Central America, III, 121; ACG, Libro 
de entierros de la Parroquia Sagrario de Guatemala, 1816-1870. 
On March 11, 1834, José Marfa Castilla, the Liberal priest, ad- 
dressed the Congress of the state of Guatemala. He told the 
deputies that when Benjamin Franklin died a French assembly de- 
clared a period of mourning. In 1832, Valle had petitioned the 
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Federal Congress to accord the same honor to Bentham. Castilla 
asked the state Congress to extend the deceased Valle that honor. 
The Congress declared three days of official mourning. On April 
| 9, 1834, the state of Salvador did the same. (Boletin Official, 

March 13, 1834; L. Montufar, Resefia histdérica, II, 97-98; Marure, 
Efemérides, pp. 81-82; Rosa, José Cecilio del Valle, pp. 91-92; 
Bancroft, History of Central America, III, 121.) 
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Chapter XIV 
CONCLUSIONS 


A clear evaluation of Valle must deal separately with his 
ideas and activity. But to carve out and examine one of his 
general interests is to distort the broad view that was Valle's. 
He was an economist and an educator, but each of these pursuits 
was only a subsidiary of the main stream of his thought and ac- 
tion. He was, after 1821, first and foremost an American, and 
secondly a Central American. By striving for and attempting to 
maintain the welfare of Central America, he hoped to contribute 
to the greatness of America. To present him solely as an econo- 
mist, as an educator, or even as a sociologist (a label pinned on 
him in this century), is to recall the image of the elephant in 
the mind's eye of the blind. Thus it is also necessary to point 
up the relationship between his central and supporting ideas and 
activity, not always apparent in his grappling with daily prob- 


lems. 
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Valle's contributions for an enlightened and progressive 
Central America and a great America, in the main, were not origi- 
nal. He was, however in 1822, the first to publish a call for a 
congress and federation of the former Spanish colonies. Three 
years later Bolfvar summoned his Congress of Panama. In connec- 
tion with the idea of an American congress, a recent biographer 
of Bolfvar wrote that “Miranda had shown the way, and Moreno in 
Buenos Aires, Martinez de la Rosa in Chile, canalie del Valle in 
Guatemala had responded to his idea... a Thus it is apparent 
that the idea of an American congress was not new, and "Simdén 
Bolfvar surpassed them all," for he saw his idea of a congress 
materialize. Bolfvar, however, was ready to place an American 
federation under the protectorship of the British, saying on one 
occasion that all the provinces in America were not worth the 
British fleet.? Instead of wanting an American congress dependent 
on England, Valle wanted the congress to be the liberal light of 
America, as he thought the British parliament was for Europe. 

His ideas for an American federation, moreover, emphasized 
the positive values that might accrue rather than the negative 


one of resisting an invading force. This stress, apparent in his 


1. Gerhard Masur, Simdén Bolfvar (Albuquerque, 1948), p. 582. 
2. ibid. | 


36 ibid., Pe 565. 
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dream of a great American congress, was elaborated in April, 1822, 
when he published a plan for America that suggested unlimited 
benefits. He thought that a "collection of maps, plans, histories, 


travel accounts, essays, and works of all kinds written about An- 


erica would be a treasure for Americans." The project was too 
vast for a private citizen. Aware of this, he wrote that he 
"should a 

1. That in the capital of each one of the states of America 
there should be a public library formed of all the works written 
about America; that every day it should open and loan the books, 

2. That in the same capital, an American Academy should be 
founded and composed of the most learned men in every science; 
that the academicians . .. should extract the most interesting 
part . .. from the works written about America, and should pub- 
lish the extracts in a weekly or monthly paper. 5 

His desires for a greater America and a consciousness of 
America by Americans were supported by proposals for racial inter- 
mingling and political equality for women, whose influence was 
"sreat." These ideas, however, were only a small part of Valle's 
fundamental solution for achieving a greater America. His first 
objective was political stability, which he thought would always 
be in proportion to the wealth and economic progress of each of 


the new republics and the general education of the citizens. 


These three goals -- political stability, wealth and economic 


4, Valle Matheu, ed., Obras, II, 58-59. 


5. Ibid. In 1829, Valle published a similar plan in 1829. 
(R. H. Valle, ed., Valle, p. 48.) 
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314 
progress, and general education -- formed the warp and woof of 
his grand fabric. He singled out all three in his dream for an 
American federation. "From the center to all the extremities of 
the continent," the great congress "would spread the knowledge ) 
necessary for each province to know its position compared with 


the others, its resources, its forces, and its wealth." The con- 


gress “would unite all the savants wno, .. . could meditate plans 
and discuss means for the welfare of all the provinces in partic- 


ular and for America in general. ... America tnen -- America, 


my fatherland ... would finally be what it is necessary for it | 
to become -- great as the continent over which it spreads; rich | 
as the gold in its soil; majestic as the Andes, ... that exalt | 
it." Valle dedicated the rest of his life to America, his "ex- | 


clusive occupation." To give his dreams substance by achieving 
the three goals, he chose the only practical course open to him; | 
he tried make Central America an enlightened and mature republic. 
Valle's efforts toward political stability were apparent in 
his work in the Junta Consultiva Provisional, the Mexican con- 
egress, in the Federal Congress, and as a member of the Supreme 


Executive Power. The "great principle" that guided his actions, 


as he wrote Bentham, was that of "the greatest possible good for 


the greatest possible number," which Valle had announced “without — 


6. El Amigo de la Patria, March 1, 1822. 
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even having seen" Bentham's work.’ When reality forced Valle to 
recognize that most influential people in Central America were 
interested in their own good rather than that of the greatest 
possible number, he pointed out, emphasized, and warned against 
the danger of self-seeking and provincialism, recalling the words 


of the ubiquitous Machiavelli concerning a new order of things. 


ii 


Valle's ideas for political stability were closely related 
to and dependent on wealth and economic progress. He stressed 
the importance of agriculture and industry; the need for roads 
and the improvement of ports; the advantages of an interoceanic 
canal; the necessity of breaking up large land holdings of the 
church; ® and efficiency in administration. Whenever he spoke on 
the subject of economy he showed that he had run the gamut of 
contemporary economic thought. 

In 1803, he had shown evidence of a knowledge of the Wealth 
of Nations. Nine years later, he organized a course in the rela- 
tively new subject of political economy. That same year (1812) 
he wrote: "Labor is the origin of all riches; labor is the be- 
ginning of the immense scale of values. In the village where 


there is a greater amount of work, there must be a greater amount 


7. April 18, 1827, R. H. Valle, ed., Cartas, p. 37; Bowring, 
ed., Works of Bentham, X, 558-559. 


8. El Amigo de la Patria, March 23, 1821. 
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9 


of wealth." In 1815, during the reactionary regime of Busta- 


mante, he espoused the same ideas. A few months before independ- | 
ence, he praised the decree by the Spanish cortes, that extended | 
"the freedom of trade to all America, from the province of Texas 
to the River Plate."1° 

After this date (1821) no publicist was more convinced of 
the utility of free trade than Valle. In 1831, the weavers of 
Guatemala were complaining again of the ruinous competition from 
British Honduras. Valle explained that in the past the regula- 
tion of trade had shackled economic progress. "Smith observed 
the sad effects that this system had to produce," and by the use 
of "reason," he changed the system. Since the publication of the 
Wealth of Nations, the “professors" of economy had voiced their | 
approval of the new system. “Say [Jean Baptiste, 1767-1832], the | 
economist of the century, wrote many pages" in evidence that gov- 
ernmental interference was a barrier to commerce. “Ricardo [David 
1772-1823], esteemed scholar of the light of Say," demonstrated 
the same doctrine. "Mill [James, 1773-1836], one of the most emi- 
nent publicists taught the same truth." With these authorities 
for support, Valle wrote: 
If it would be inhuman to take away the rights of the weavers to 


buy cheaply the thread that they need, would it not be a scandal- 
ous crime to take away from the sons most poor and destitute of 


that he gave to the Economic Society in 1812. 


9. Ibid., October 26, 1820, Valle reprinted his address 
10. El Amigo de la Patria, May 29, 1821. 
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Central America that of buying articles, which they need for 
clothing themselves.11 
To those who argued that free trade would drain all the capital 
from Central America, Valle replied that they did not know the 
law “dictated by nature." All informed people knew that products 
"tend toward the markets where they have greater value."1% valle 
inferred from this principle that the exports of Central America, 
if not restricted, would command higher prices. The extra profit, 
which should accrue to the capitalist engaged in exporting, would 
be .invested in new enterprises, creating more work and increasing 
the wealth of the nation. +? 

The Economic Society, in 1831, offered a course in mathemat- 
ics, and Valle, as director, addressed the first class. He pointed 
out the relationship between mathematics and the prospertty of the 
state, praising the Frenchman, Nicolas Frangois Canard (1750-1833) 


14 The following year, Valle argued 


for his work on the subject. 
against the monopoly on the supply of meat for the capital. He 
illustrated his exposition by citing the works of Italian econo- 


mists, Sallustio Antonio Bandini (1677-1760), Antonio Genovesi 


11. Boletfn Official, July 1, 1831. 
$2 exv[bids: 


13. "Discurso pronunciado en el acto de la instalacién de la 
Sociedad Econémica" (November 29, 1829), Valle Matheu, ed., Obras, 
I, 173. 


144, Valle Matheu, ed., Obras, I, 216-223. 
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(1712-1769), and Gaetano Filangiere (1752-1788); the Russian 
economist, Heinruch von Storch (1766-1835); the French economists, 
Frangois Quesnay (1694-1774), Anne Robert Jacques Turgot (1727- | 
.1781), and Say; the Spanish economist, Gaspar Melchor Jovellanos | 
(1744-1811), and the Englishmen, Smith and Bentham.1> save Storch, 
who published in French, Valle read the works in the language of 
the author, and he had bought the books in London, Paris, and 


New york. 16 


Valle never talked or wrote about political stability and 
economic progress without expressing his views on the importance 
of education. In 1829, he wrote: "the greatest work of all works 
is that of creating; and education is a type of creation." To 
educate was to "form a being" that had not existed previously.?7 
Education, he thought, was the "fountain" from which “wealth 
flows, "18 Valle's interest in education began with his own, and 
throughout his life he increased his own knowledge, and tried to 
share it with anyone who would listen. Most of his publications 


were dedicated to that purpose. Week after week El Amigo de la 


15. Ibid., II, 165-185. 


16. Valle to Bentham, April 18, 1827, RB. H. Valle, ed., 
Cartas, pp. 36-40; Bowring, ed., Works of Bentham, X, 558-559. 
Valle explained that he had just received a shipment of books 
from London and New York. Since his cousin was in Paris and 
since Bentham recommended several book stores in Paris, it is 
presumed that Valle also bought books there. 


17. Valle Matheu, ed., Obras, I, 179. 
18, El Amigo de la Patria, October 6, 1820. 
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Patria and El Redactor General offered the reading public inform- 
ation gleaned by the editor from the scholars of the world. Valle, 
himself, taught at the University, offered a course in political 
economy, and courses in literature and art. As mayor of Guate- 
mala City he suggested that the residents should be taxed in pro- 
portion to their ability to pay in order to raise money for a 
new school.!? While he thought there would be scholars among the 
Indians and the mestizos, he did not believe that many would reach 
that level. Valle, in the “interest of agriculture" only desired 
that the “organs of their intelligence"did not become "petrified." 
He wanted to provide them with the facilities for learning how to 
"read and write."©9 In 1829, he presented a plan for elementary 
education for the teaching of children or “men" who were as "chil- 
dren," even if they were in "3011, "F) 

This was the essence of Valle's ideas and suggestions for 

an enlightened Central America and a great America. In the course 
of his lifetime, he tried to accomplish what still has never been 
done. If Valle's place in history must be reckoned by the polit- 
ical stability, the economic progress, and the general level of 


education of the republics of Central America and of all South 


America, then his unmarked grave is tribute befitting a man who 


19. AGG, A1.2.2, 15747, 2194. Libro de cabildos de Guate- 
mala, afio 1820 (February 27). 


20. AGG, Al.15, 1386, 29. Beal cédula de 14 de noviembre 
de 1816, sobre establecimiento de escuelas de primeras letras en 
todos los pueblos que se consideren necesarias. On July 8, 1817, 
Valle interpreted the cédula for its administration. 


21. "Memoria sobre la educacién," Valle Matheu, ed., Obras, 
I, 201. 
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failed. 

In Guatemala the roads are still bad and too few. Political 
revolutions are referred to as espectdculos tfpicos for the tour- 
ists. Informed citizens describe themselves as liberals and re- 
peat that Guatemala needs a caudillo. Democracy, according to 
these people, permits too many people access to the public treas- 
ury. Business men ask why they should risk their money at home 
when they can invest safely abroad. Yet, for example, the plaza 
in the village of Santa Marfa, which lies at the foot of volcano 
Agua, only twenty-five miles from the capital, is lighted only by 
the glow of a naked bulb in the saloon. Dwellings, here, as in 


nearly all the villages are of mud and thatch. Sanitation facil- 


ities are nearly non-existent. A German immigrant described life 


outside the capital as "sixteenth or seventeenth century." The 
former German national exaggerated, but his point was clear. 

At a recent conference of public school teachers, called to 
investigate the problems confronting education, José del Valle's 
great-grandson outlined and suggested many of the ideas proposed 
by Valle more than a century ago. Later a group of friends were 
discussing the problems of educating the Indians. One person 
was heard to ask: Who would carry the charcoal to the capital if 
the Indians were educated? The question was asked in jest, but 
it is indicative of an attitude described by Larrazdbal and at- 
tacked by Valle. 

But outside a small circle of men, Valle's name and his works 
are little known. The writer had the temerity to poll the stu- 


dents of his classes in Guatemala City on the question of who 
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321 
they considered a “great Central American." One student men- 
tioned Valle, identifying him as the author of the act of Septem- 
ber 15, 1821. The result of the very unscientific poll reflects 
neither the students nor their instructors in a poor light. The 
result is only a homely illustration of the former provincialism 
and the present nationalism. Each of the five republics build 
monuments to their own nationals. Save in Honduras, Valle is a 
subject for academicians. 

Thus his place in history, if indeed history will concede 
him a place, cannot be in any of the niches saved for the great 
men Of Guatemala, El Salvador, Costa Rica, and Nicaragua. Hon- 


durans, of course, may claim him with pride, as they do. But 


Valle's outlook was much too broad to be wedged into a provincial 


or national niche. Rafael Heliodoro Valle, an illustrious Hon- 
duran, suggested the proper place when he published some of 
Valle's works in the series entitled El Pensamiento de América. 
Perhaps some place among the other Latin-American savants and 


dreamers there is a place for José Cecilio del Valle. 
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Al.2.2, 15746, 2193. Libro de cabildos de Guatemala, 1820. 
Al.2.2, 15747, 2194. Libro de cabildos de Guatemala, ano 1821. 


Al.2.5, 2835(legajo). Cuaderno de correspondencia del ayuntami- 
ento de Guatemala, 1813-1817. 


Al.2.5, 3099(legajo). Cuaderno de correspondencia del ayuntami- 
ento de Guatemala, 1821. 


Al.3-4, 12340, 1829. Libro de claustros de la Universidad de San 
Carlos, 1808-1831. 


Al.3-12, 12813, 1928. Propositiones de rebus naturalibus defendae 
a D. Josepho Cecilio del Valle, 1794. 
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Al.5, 1273, 51. &1 Real Tral. del Consulado, sobre fomentar la 
agricultura, industria y comercio, April 15, 1817. 


Al.5.7, 2411, 18341. El Real Tral. del Consulado. Entre Don 
Pedro José de Garriz y la testamentarfa de Dn. José de Biedna 
ee treinta y quatro tercios de tinta, y otros acreedores, 


Al.6, 31118, 4035. Autos relativos al restablecimiento de la 
Sociedad Econémice, ano 1811. 


Al1.68.5, 21109, 2589. Providencia prohibiendo jugar a los toros 
en las calles, ano 1791. 


Al.20, 39013, 4561. José del Valle transpasa un poder a José 
Antonio de Solis, para que siga cierta mortual, 1800. 


Al.20, 9964, 1484, Libro de escribano, José Antonio de Solfs, 
1822. 


Al.22, 1510, 79. Bando del 17 de septiembre de 1821. 


Al.22.9, 21081, 2588, fol. 76. Queda prohibido el correr por las 
calles y plazas de la Ciudad de Guatemala, caballos, mulos, 
ni otras bestias, 10 de noviembre de 1795. 


Al.23, 2317, 273. Declaracién y pronuncamiento de las autoridades 
civiles eclesidsticas, y militares sobre que no reconocen ni 
reconcer4n en tiempo alguno la abdicacién de Fernando VII, 14 
de agosto de 1808. 


Al.23, 1543, 449. Providencia promulgada por el Presidente, 
Gobernador, y Capitdn General Carlos de Urrutia, 9 de marzo 
de 1821. 


Al.23, 4609(legajo). Copias de tftulos y real cédulas de los afios 
de 1731 hasta 61 de 1737. 


Al.29, 25427, 2841. Probanzas de méritos, 1814. 


A1.38,4, 665, 23. Instruccién sobre la plaga de langosta; medios 
de exterminarla, o de disminuir sus efectos; y de precaver la 


escasez de comestibles, 1803. 


A1.39, 1758(legajo). Libro de los mercedes y nombramientos, 1805- 
1 . : 


Al.39, 1759(legajo). Libro de los mercedes y nombramientos, 1808- 
ki " 


Al.39-58, 24946, 2819. Juramento de Auditor de Guerra por José 
del Valle, 14 de mayo de 1821. 
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Al.40, 4803, 101. Se nombré a Dn. José del Valle Defensor de 
Obras Pfias, 1805. 


Al.40, 11762, 1768. Pases de titulos, 1818-1824, 


Al.40-58, 14218, 2045. Juramento de José del Valle, Auditor 
Honorario de Guerra, June 10, 1813. 


A143, 3242, 348. Recurso de José Antonio Diaz del Valle, resi- 


dente en Tegucigalpa, sobre la mortual de su padre, José del 
Valle, 1794. 


Al.47, 23784, 2756. Autos relativos al establecimiento del 
Colegio de Abogados, 1810. 


A1.47, 44926, 5333. Lista de los individuos del ilustre Colegio 
de Abogados, ano 1813. 


Al.47.2, 32250, 4072. El Sor. Licenciado José del Valle. sobre 
continuar despachando los negocios en que estaba encargado 
antes de separarse de la carrera de abogado, 1813-1814. 


A3.5, 2514, 241. Quaderno para el cobro de alcabalas del partido 
de Choluteca, ano 1777. 


A3.5, 2544, 242. Quaderno para el cobro de alcabalas del partido 
de Choluteca, ano 1789. 


A3.10, 1729, 178. Instancia del Capitan José Dfaz del Valle, 
regidor de la Choluteca, pide se le ortorgue titulo al oficio 
de alférez real, 1736. 


A3.10, 3561, 193. Tftulos y méritos de Joseph Diaz del Valle, 
1769. 


A3.13, 36462, 2496. Borradores de informes de la contYadurfa 
desde 12 de julio de 1813 hasta enero de 1814. 


National Period 
Bl.1, 4, 1. Lista de los emisarios o agentes del infame gobierno 
francés, destinado para este Reyno de Guatemala, 1809. 


B1l.5, 272, 7. Real decreto de 9 de octubre de 1812, sobre es- 
tablecimiento de Jueces de Letras. 


B1l.10, 77(legajo). Establecimiento de Jueces de Letras, 1821. 
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B1.10, 79(legajo). Establecimiento de Juceces de Letras, 1821. 


B1.13, 18(legajo). Correspondencia de la Diputacién de Pro- 
vincial, 1821. 


B1l.13, 562, 19. Junta Consultiva Provisional, 1821-1822. 


B2.2, 707, 25. Colecciones de escritos particulares presentados 
por los presos en este capital, 1813-1817. 


B2.4, 712, 25. Oficio del Exmo. Sor. Presidente comunicendo lo 
resuelto por el Supremo Consejo de la Guerra en la causa 
contra los granadinos por infidencia, 10 de febrero de 1818. 


B3.5, 46(legajo). Junta Consultiva Provisional, 1821-1822. 


B3.6, 1000, 217. Sobre que se cobre un tanto por ciento a los 
caudales que en derecho y plato extraen los europeos aque 
regresan a la peninsula, 16 de octubre de 1821. 


B5.2, 57(legajo). Cuaderno que contiene los dictamenes e informes 
del ayuntamiento de la Ciudad de Guatemala, 1821. 


B5.8, 1894, 69. Officio de Don José Cecilio del Valle en que 
comunica a Gainza que partir4 a México como representatne por 
Tegucigalpa y Chiquimula, 20 de abril de 1822. 


B5.10, 2208, 74. Don José del Valle acusa recibido de la citacién 
para que preste el juramento de unidén a Mexico, 9 de marzo de 
1822, 


B6.1-1, 2379, 83. Cuaderno que contiene los oficios del Jefe 
Vicente Filfsola, nombrando comisionados para que preparen 
los trabajos del futuro congreso, 1823. 


B6.1=2, 2383, 84. Lista de los ciudadanos representantes en esta 
Asamblea y la fecha en que tomaron asiento en ella, 30 de 
diciembre de 1823. 


B6.1-7, 2439, 89. Acta de instalacién de la Asamblea, 24 de 
junio de 1824, 


B6-7, 93, 94%, 95, 96(legajos). Comisién de hacienda publica de 
la Asamblea Nacional Constituyente, 1823, 1824, 1825. 


B6.16, 107(legajo).. Comisiones especiales de la Asamblea Nacional 
Constituyente, 1823-1824. 


B6.17, 2907, 108. indice de los decretos expedidos por la 
Asamblea Nacional Constituyente, anos 1823, 1824, 1825. 
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B6.25, 2949, 112. Sesiones secretas de la Asamblea Nacional 
Constituyente, 1824. 


B6.26, at sit deat a ee 118, 119 (legajos). Actas de las 
sesiones pu cas de la Asamblea Nacional Constituyente, 182 
1824, 1825, 2 se a 


B6.28, 3003, 121. Correspondencia recibida por la Asamblea, 1823, 
1824, 1825. 


B6.9, 99(legajo). Comisién de guerra de la Asamblea Nacional 
Constituyente, 1823, 1824, 1825. 


B7.7, 135 (legajo). Comisién de puntos constitucional, 1825. 
B9.1, 153(legajo). Correspondencia del poder ejecutivo, 1829. 


B10.7, 184, 185(legajos). Correspondencia del Ministro de Estado, 
Justicia y Negocios Eclesidsticos, 1824, 


B85.1, 26290, 1148. Sobre establecimiento de la Sociedad 
Patriotica, 1829. 
Manuscripts without an archival classification 


Libro de contestaciones de la jure de independencia, ano 1821. 


Molina papers. 


Archivo de la Catedral de Guatemala 


Libro de entierros de la Parroquia Sagrario de Guatemala, 1816- 
1870. 


Libro 17% de matrimonios espa foles de 1729 a 1821, Parroquia 
Sagrario. . 


Volumen sexto de bautismos de espanoles, desde 6 de febrero de 
1772 hasta el ano de 1882, de la Parroquia Sagrario. 
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Archivo y Bibliotece Nacional de Honduras 


Relacién de los ejercicios litersriog grados, titulos 
1d méritos 
patriéticos de Don José Cecilio del Valle, sndbeanionoradio 
de Guerra del ejército y provincia de Guatemala, 1815. 


Archivo General de Helaciones Exteriores, 
Mexico 


H/131, 979, 385. Correspondencia del Secretario de Relaciones 
Exteriores, 1823. 


The Edward Ayer Collection, Newberry Library 


Alejandro Marure papers, 1131. 


B. Printed Documents 


Actas del Congreso Constituyente mexicano. (Historia parlamentar- 
ia de los congresos mexicanos de 1821 a 1857, compiled by 
Juan A Mateos, Vols. I, II.) Mexico, 1877-1878. 


Alam4n, Lucas. Historia de Héjico. Mexico, 1849-1852. 5 vols. 


Alvarado, José Antonio. Juicio sobre 1s primera sleccién con- 
stitucio al de presidente de le republics aue hecho €1 con- 
greso. Guatemala, 1825. 


Arce Manuel José. Memorias del General Manuel José Arce, primer 
presidente de Centro América, San Salvador, 1947. 


Barker, Eugene C., editor. Austin Papers. (American Historical 
Association, Amnual Report, 1919.) Washington, 1920. 2 vols. 


Bentham, Jeremy. The Works of Jeremy Bentham. Edited by John 
Bowring. Edinburgh, 1843. 11 vols. 


Berestain y Souza, José. Biblioteca hispano americana o cat4- 
logo y noticias de los literatos que o nacidos, o educados, 
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septentrional espajnola, han dado 
& luz algun escrito, o lo han dejado preparado para la 
prensa. Mexico, 1816. 3 vols. aay. 


Biblioteca Nacional de Guatemala, Coleccién Valenzuela, 


Guatemala, 1935-1946. 
11 vols. 


(Bolivar, Simén]. Selected Writings of Bolfvar. Compiled by 
Vicente Lecuna. Edited by Harold A. Bierck, Jr. Translated 
by Lewis Bertrand. New York, 1951. 2 vols. 


Bustamante, Carlos Marfa. Diario histérico de México. Zacatecas 
Mexico, 1896. 


Historia de Emperador D. Agustin de Iturbide hasta su 
muerte, y sus consequencias; establecimiento de la Repviblica 
popular federal. Mexico, 1846. 


Constitucién Polftica de la Monarqufa Espajola. C4diz, 1812. 


Constitucién de la Repliiblica Federal de Central América. Guate- 
mala, 1824. 


Cuevas, P. Mariano, editor. El Libertador. Documentos selectos 
de Don Agustin de Iturbide. Mexico, 1947. 


Diaz del Castillo, Bernal. The True History of the Conquest of 
New Spain. Edited and published in Mexico by Genaro Garcfa, 
Translated into English by Alfred Maudslay. Printed for the 
Hakluyt Society. London, 1908-1916. 5 vols. 


Documentos para la historia de la guerra de la independencia. 
(Publicaciones del Archivo General de la Nacién, XXXIII.) 


Mexico, 1933. 


Dunn, Henry. Guatimala, or, the Republic of Central America, in 
1827-8; Being Sketches and Memorandum Made during a Twelve- 
Month's Residence. London, 1829. 


Filisola, Vicente. La cooperacién de México en la independencia 
de Centro América. (Documentos inéditos o muy raros para la 
‘ historia de América, XXXVI.) Mexico, 1911. 


Fuentes y Guzm4n,Francisco Antonio de.  Recordacién florida, dis- 
curso historial y demostracién natural, material, militar y 
politica del Reyno de Guatemala. Justo Zaragosa edition. 
Madrid, 1882. 3 vols. 
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AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 


Louis E, Bumgartner was born in Charleroi, Pennsylvania, on 
October 26, 1924. Soon thereafter, his parents moved to Ohio, 
and he attended grammar school and high school in Richwood, Ohio, 
receiving his high school diploma in 1942. In February, 1943, 
he enlisted in the United States Navy, and in March, 1946, he re- 
ceived an honorable discharge. In June, 1946, he enrolled at 
Kent State University, Kent, Ohio, where he received his bachelor’ 
degree in 1949. Two years later, he received his master's degree 
from the same institution. He taught in the public school at 
Jeromesville, Ohio, for two years, and then registered for grad- 
uate work at Duke University in the fall of 1952. He received 
financial assistance from Duke University, and in 1954 he was 
awarded a Buenos Aires Convention fellowship for study and researc 


in Guatemala. He returned to Duke in the fall of 1955. 
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